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Beyond the Rising Sun Nationalism in Contemporary Japan is a complex and
multifaceted concept that examines the evolving identity of Japan in the
context of its historical narratives, cultural expressions, and political
movements. The term "nationalism" often conjures images of pride and unity,
but in the case of Japan, it has a unique resonance shaped by its past,
particularly its experiences during World War II and the subsequent post-war
era. In his work, Bruce Stronach delves into the intricacies of this
nationalism, exploring how contemporary Japan navigates its identity while
addressing the shadows of its history.

Understanding Nationalism in Japan

To grasp the nuances of nationalism in contemporary Japan, it is essential to
understand its historical roots and the socio-political landscape that has
influenced its development.

A Historical Overview

Japan’s nationalism can be traced back to the Meiji Restoration in the late
19th century, when the country underwent rapid modernization and sought to

establish itself as a global power. Key historical events that have shaped

Japanese nationalism include:

1. Meiji Restoration (1868): A period of significant transformation that
fostered a sense of national identity and pride.

2. Imperial Expansion: The era of Japanese imperialism, particularly in East
Asia, which created a narrative of superiority and dominance.

3. World War II: The war and its aftermath led to a profound reconsideration
of national identity, with a focus on pacifism and reconciliation.

4. Post-War Constitution (1947): Japan's post-war constitution emphasized
democracy and renunciation of war, creating a contrasting framework to
previous nationalistic sentiments.

Nationalism vs. Patriotism

It is crucial to differentiate between nationalism and patriotism in the
Japanese context. While nationalism often implies a strong, sometimes
exclusionary identification with the nation-state, patriotism can be seen as
a more benign love for one's country. Bruce Stronach highlights how this
distinction plays out in contemporary Japan, where expressions of nationalism



may be viewed with suspicion, especially in the context of regional relations
with countries such as South Korea and China.

Contemporary Manifestations of Nationalism

In modern Japan, nationalism takes on various forms, ranging from cultural
celebrations to political movements. Stronach identifies several key areas
where nationalism is expressed.

Cultural Nationalism

Cultural nationalism in Japan emphasizes the importance of traditional
values, art, and language as essential components of national identity. This
form of nationalism is often celebrated through:

- Festivals and Traditions: Various local festivals (matsuri) celebrate
regional identities and promote a sense of national pride.

- Art and Literature: Contemporary artists and writers often draw upon
traditional themes, infusing their works with nationalistic sentiment.

- Education: Textbooks and curricula sometimes emphasize a specific narrative
of Japanese history, highlighting cultural achievements while downplaying
darker chapters.

Political Nationalism

Political nationalism has gained traction in recent years, particularly with
the rise of nationalist political parties and leaders. This shift is
characterized by:

1. Revisionist Histories: Some politicians advocate for a re-examination of
Japan's wartime actions, arguing for a more positive portrayal of Japan's
history.

2. Territorial Disputes: Issues such as the Senkaku Islands dispute with
China and the Dokdo/Takeshima dispute with South Korea often evoke strong
nationalist sentiments.

3. Military Expansion: Discussions around revising Article 9 of the Japanese
Constitution, which renounces war, reflect a growing sentiment for a more
assertive military posture.

The Role of Education in National Identity

Education plays a pivotal role in shaping national consciousness. Stronach
argues that the way history is taught in schools significantly influences the



development of national identity among young people.

Curricular Content and Historical Narratives

The content of history textbooks in Japan has been contentious, with debates
surrounding:

- Portrayal of World War II: The representation of Japan's wartime actions
has led to disagreements within Japanese society and criticism from
neighboring countries.

- Civic Education: Schools often emphasize the importance of civic
responsibility and participation, which can foster a sense of belonging and
national pride.

Contemporary Youth Movements

Youth in Japan have also played a role in shaping national identity. Emerging
movements often reflect a blend of traditional values and modern aspirations:

- Social Media Activism: Young people utilize social media platforms to
express their identities and engage in national discourse.

- Cultural Exchanges: Programs promoting cultural exchanges with other
countries can foster a more nuanced understanding of nationalism that goes
beyond borders.

Regional Relations and Nationalism

Japan's nationalism is intricately linked to its relationships with
neighboring countries. Stronach underscores the importance of these dynamics
in shaping contemporary Japanese identity.

Relations with South Korea and China

Tensions with South Korea and China often invoke nationalistic sentiments in
Japan. Key issues include:

- Historical Grievances: Disputes over wartime history, including comfort
women and forced labor, continue to affect Japan's relations with these
nations.

- National Security: The rise of China as a regional power has led to a sense
of urgency in Japan to assert its national identity and security interests.



The Impact of Globalization

Globalization presents both challenges and opportunities for Japanese
nationalism. While it can dilute traditional identities, it can also lead to
the emergence of new forms of national pride that embrace diversity:

- Cultural Exports: Japanese pop culture, such as anime and cuisine, has

gained international popularity, enhancing global awareness of Japan.

- Diaspora Communities: Japanese communities abroad contribute to a more

diverse understanding of what it means to be Japanese in the contemporary
world.

Conclusion: The Future of Japanese Nationalism

Beyond the Rising Sun Nationalism in Contemporary Japan is a dynamic and
evolving concept that reflects the complexities of identity in a globalized
world. Bruce Stronach's exploration of this theme highlights the interplay
between history, culture, and politics, showcasing how Japan navigates its
past while forging its future.

As Japan continues to grapple with its national identity, the balance between
pride in its heritage and the acknowledgment of historical grievances will be
crucial. Moving forward, the challenge will be to foster a nationalism that
promotes unity and understanding, both within Japan and with its neighbors,
while embracing the realities of a rapidly changing world. As Stronach notes,
the journey of nationalism in Japan is not merely a reflection of the past,
but a vital component of its contemporary and future identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main thesis of Bruce Stronach's 'Beyond
the Rising Sun' regarding nationalism in
contemporary Japan?

Stronach argues that contemporary Japanese nationalism is influenced by
historical narratives, cultural identity, and the impact of globalization,
challenging traditional views of Japanese identity and its implications for
international relations.

How does Stronach address the historical context of
nationalism in Japan?

He explores the evolution of Japanese nationalism from the Meiji era to the
present, highlighting how historical events, such as World War II and the



post-war period, shape current national identity and sentiments.

What role does globalization play in the nationalism
discussed in 'Beyond the Rising Sun'?

Stronach posits that globalization complicates Japanese nationalism, as it
interacts with a rising sense of cultural uniqueness and a desire for Japan
to assert its identity in a global context.

In what ways does Stronach suggest that contemporary
Japanese nationalism is distinct from its past?

He suggests that contemporary nationalism is more pluralistic and less
militaristic than in the past, reflecting a broader spectrum of identities
and the influence of transnational movements.

How does Stronach's work contribute to the
understanding of Japanese politics?

His analysis provides insight into how national identity shapes political
discourse, policy-making, and Japan's role on the global stage, revealing the
complexities of modern Japanese society.

What implications does Stronach draw for Japan's
future in international relations?

He indicates that the resurgence of nationalism may lead to both
opportunities and challenges for Japan, as it navigates its historical legacy
while engaging with regional and global partners.
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