best of mystery science theater 3000

Best of Mystery Science Theater 3000 (MST3K) is a beloved cult classic that
has entertained audiences since its debut in 1988. Created by Joel Hodgson,
the show features a unique concept where a man and his robot companions are
trapped in space and forced to watch some of the worst movies ever made. They
cope with their situation by making humorous commentary and jokes, which has
garnered a passionate fanbase over the years. In this article, we’ll explore
some of the best episodes of MST3K, the show's cultural impact, and why it
continues to resonate with fans today.

The Concept Behind MST3K

Mystery Science Theater 3000 revolves around a simple yet ingenious premise.
The show features a human protagonist—originally Joel Robinson, followed by
Mike Nelson—who is sent into space and forced to watch terrible films by mad
scientists. To keep his sanity, he is Jjoined by a group of quirky robot
sidekicks: Tom Servo, Crow T. Robot, and Gypsy. The trio provides a running
commentary that parodies the films, often breaking the fourth wall with
clever jokes, pop culture references, and absurd humor.

The format of the show consists of two main components: the segments
featuring the movie itself and the in-between skits that develop the
characters’ stories and provide additional comedic moments. The combination
of these elements has made MST3K a unique viewing experience that appeals to
a wide range of audiences.

Top Episodes of MST3K

While MST3K has produced a vast number of episodes over its various seasons,
certain episodes stand out as fan favorites. Below is a list of some of the
best episodes, highlighting their themes, movies, and memorable moments.

1. Manos: The Hands of Fate (Episode 424)

Often cited as one of the worst films ever made, "Manos: The Hands of Fate"
is a hallmark of MST3K lore. The episode features a family who stumbles upon
a mysterious lodge run by a cult. The film's awkward pacing, poor acting, and
nonsensical plot make it a prime target for the show's signature humor.

Highlights:

— The introduction of "Torgo," the film's bumbling antagonist, leads to
numerous hilarious riffs.

— The iconic line “The Master” is repeated throughout the commentary,
becoming a fan favorite.

2. Space Mutiny (Episode 1012)

"Space Mutiny" is infamous for its low-budget production and laughable



special effects. The film tells the story of a space crew trying to thwart a
mutiny aboard their ship. The MST3K treatment of this film is filled with
memorable one-liners and running jokes about the film's disjointed narrative
and ineffective action sequences.

Highlights:

— The frequent mockery of the film’s lead actor, who is often referred to as
“the guy who looks like a lumberjack.”

— The memorable line, “You can’t just beam me up, Scotty,” which is
hilariously riffed.

3. The Final Sacrifice (Episode 1003)

This Canadian film about a young man on a quest to uncover his heritage is
filled with bizarre characters and sudden plot twists. MST3K’s episode on
"The Final Sacrifice" is known for its sharp wit and clever commentary on the
film's shortcomings.

Highlights:

— The character "Zap Rowsdower" has become a beloved figure among fans, with
his name often used in MST3K references.

— The repeated jokes about the film's poorly executed action scenes and low
production value.

4. Pod People (Episode 1101)

"Pod People" features a mix of horror, sci-fi, and comedy, following a young
boy who befriends an alien creature. The film is notorious for its
unintentional comedy and bizarre plot. The MST3K version is one of the most
iconic, filled with memorable riffs and hilarious skits.

Highlights:

— The recurring motif of "the alien" and the characters' interactions with
it.

— The hilarious musical number “The Touch of the Creature” that has become a
fan classic.

5. Eegah (Episode 307)

"Eegah" is a film about a prehistoric man who wanders into modern society,
leading to a series of hilarious misunderstandings. The MST3K treatment of
this film showcases the show's sharp wit and comedic timing.

Highlights:

— The memorable riffing on the film's awkward scenes and the absurdity of its
premise.

— The character of Eegah himself, who is often compared to a lumbering giant
in the episode's commentary.



Why MST3K Remains Popular

Mystery Science Theater 3000 has managed to maintain its relevance and
popularity for decades. Several factors contribute to its enduring appeal:

1. Unique Format

The combination of movie-watching and comedic commentary creates a unique
viewing experience. Fans appreciate the opportunity to watch bad films in a
communal setting, sharing laughter and inside jokes with fellow viewers.

2. Cultural References

The show's humor is rich with cultural references, making it relatable to a
wide audience. MST3K often taps into current events, pop culture, and classic
cinema, which keeps the content fresh and engaging.

3. Community and Fandom

The MST3K community is one of its strongest assets. Fans often gather for
screenings, conventions, and online discussions, fostering a sense of
belonging and shared appreciation for the show. The revival of MST3K on
platforms like Netflix has further expanded its reach and introduced it to
new generations.

4. The Love of Bad Movies

There’s a unique charm in celebrating bad movies, and MST3K embraces this
wholeheartedly. The show encourages viewers to find humor in flaws, creating
a more lighthearted approach to film critique.

Conclusion

Mystery Science Theater 3000 remains a cornerstone of comedic television,
celebrated for its innovative format and clever commentary on terrible films.
With standout episodes like "Manos: The Hands of Fate," "Space Mutiny," and
"Pod People," the show has left an indelible mark on pop culture. Its ability
to connect with audiences through humor, community, and a shared love of bad
movies ensures that MST3K will continue to entertain and inspire fans for
years to come. Whether you’re a longtime fan or a newcomer, the best of MST3K
offers a treasure trove of laughter and nostalgia that is not to be missed.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the premise of Mystery Science Theater 3000°?

Mystery Science Theater 3000, often abbreviated as MST3K, is a television
series where a man and his robot friends watch and riff on bad movies,
providing comedic commentary throughout.

Which episodes are considered the best of MST3K?

Some of the best episodes include 'Manos: The Hands of Fate,' 'The Final
Sacrifice,' and 'Space Mutiny,' known for their hilariously bad films and
memorable Jjokes.

Who are the main characters in MST3K?

The main characters include Joel Robinson, Mike Nelson, Tom Servo, and Crow
T. Robot, each bringing their unique comedic style to the show.

How did MST3K gain its cult following?

MST3K gained its cult following through its unique format, clever writing,
and the way it turned watching bad movies into a communal and interactive
experience.

What impact did MST3K have on pop culture?

MST3K influenced a generation of filmmakers and comedians, leading to a
resurgence of interest in B-movies and inspiring shows like 'RiffTrax' and
'The Critic.'

What is the significance of 'The Movie' in MST3K?

'Mystery Science Theater 3000: The Movie' was released in 1996, and it
brought the show's humor to a wider audience with a feature-length film
format, focusing on the film 'This Island Earth.'

Are there any notable guest stars in MST3K?

Yes, MST3K featured several guest stars, including Bruce Campbell, Joel
Hodgson, and Mary Jo Pehl, who brought additional humor and charm to the
episodes.

What are some iconic quotes from MST3K?

Iconic quotes include 'I'm just a guy who likes to watch bad movies,' and
'This is a good movie... for a different movie,' showcasing the show's clever
humor.

What was the original network for MST3K?

MST3K originally aired on local television in Minneapolis before being picked
up by the Comedy Central network and later by the Sci-Fi Channel.



Is there a way to watch MST3K today?

Yes, MST3K can be streamed on platforms like Pluto TV, and some episodes are
available for purchase on DVD and digital platforms.
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