best of judas priest guitar recorded
versions

Best of Judas Priest Guitar Recorded Versions captures the essence of one of the
most influential heavy metal bands in history. With their powerful riffs, soaring solos, and
dynamic arrangements, Judas Priest has left an indelible mark on the world of rock music.
Guitarists and fans alike seek to replicate the signature sound of this legendary band. In
this article, we will explore the best recorded versions of Judas Priest's iconic songs,
discussing the techniques, styles, and gear that will help you capture the essence of their
music on your guitar.

Introduction to Judas Priest's Guitar Style

Judas Priest is known for their dual guitar harmonies, intricate solos, and heavy use of
distortion. The band's guitar work, primarily crafted by Glenn Tipton and K.K. Downing,
features a blend of speed metal and classic rock influences. They have pioneered numerous
techniques that have become staples in heavy metal music.

Key Characteristics of Judas Priest's Guitar Work

1. Harmonized Leads: The band often employs dual guitar harmonies, creating rich textures
in their solos.

2. Fast Picking and Palm Muting: Many of their riffs utilize rapid alternate picking combined
with palm muting, giving their sound a percussive quality.

3. Melodic Solos: Unlike many metal bands that focus solely on speed, Judas Priest's solos
are often melodic, incorporating memorable hooks.

4. Diverse Tuning: Their use of alternate tunings allows for a wider range of sounds and
more creative possibilities.

Top Judas Priest Songs for Guitarists

If you're looking to dive into the world of Judas Priest guitar, here are some of the best
songs to learn. Each song showcases a different aspect of their guitar work.

1. "Electric Eye"

“Electric Eye” is a classic from the album British Steel. The song features a memorable
opening riff that utilizes palm muting and power chords. The harmonized leads in the
chorus are a perfect demonstration of the band's guitar work.



2. "Painkiller"

Regarded as one of their most iconic tracks, “Painkiller” features speed and precision. The
song's blistering solos are a must-learn for any aspiring metal guitarist. The use of alternate
picking and melodic phrasing defines this track.

3. "Breaking the Law"

This song is a staple for any Judas Priest cover band. With its catchy riff and straightforward
structure, “Breaking the Law” is perfect for beginners looking to familiarize themselves with
the band’s style.

4. "Beyond the Realms of Death"

A showcase of emotional guitar playing, this track features one of the band’s most
renowned solos. The combination of melody and technical proficiency makes it a rewarding
challenge for guitarists.

5. "Victim of Changes"

“Victim of Changes” is a progressive piece that incorporates various tempos and styles. The
song features complex solos and intricate guitar work, making it a perfect piece for
advanced players.

Finding the Best Recorded Versions

When it comes to learning Judas Priest songs, the right resources are essential. Here are
some of the best recorded versions and methods to help you master their iconic tracks.

1. Official Songbooks

Official songbooks from Judas Priest provide accurate guitar transcriptions, including both
standard notation and tablature. Some recommended titles include:

- Judas Priest - Guitar Tab Anthology
- Judas Priest - The Best of Judas Priest

These books offer comprehensive insights into the band’s guitar work, making it easier to
learn their songs accurately.



2. Online Tabs and Resources

Websites such as Ultimate Guitar and Songsterr feature user-generated tabs for many Judas
Priest songs. While the accuracy may vary, these platforms can be a great starting point for
learning.

3. YouTube Tutorials

YouTube is a treasure trove of guitar tutorials. Many experienced guitarists break down
Judas Priest songs, providing tips and tricks for nailing those challenging riffs and solos.
Channels like JustinGuitar and GuitarLessons365 often cover classic tracks.

4. Backing Tracks

Playing along with backing tracks can enhance your learning experience. Websites like
Karaoke Version or YouTube channels dedicated to backing tracks allow you to practice at
your own pace, making it easier to integrate your guitar parts into the full song.

Essential Gear for Capturing the Judas Priest
Sound

To replicate the tone of Judas Priest, you'll need the right gear. Here’s a list of essential
equipment to consider:

1. Guitars

- Gibson Les Paul: Known for its thick sound and sustain, the Les Paul is favored by many
rock and metal guitarists.

- Gibson Flying V: This guitar’'s unique shape and powerful pickups make it a staple for
heavy metal music.

2. Amplifiers

- Marshall JCM800: This amp is synonymous with the heavy metal sound. Its high-gain
capabilities are perfect for achieving that classic Judas Priest tone.

- Mesa/Boogie Dual Rectifier: Known for its versatility, this amp can deliver a wide range of
tones, from clean to high gain.



3. Effects Pedals

- Overdrive Pedal: A good overdrive pedal will help you achieve that crunchy distortion that
Judas Priest is known for.

- Chorus Pedal: Adds depth and richness to your sound, especially useful for harmonized
leads.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the best of Judas Priest guitar recorded versions requires
dedication and the right resources. By focusing on key songs, utilizing accurate
transcriptions, and investing in quality gear, you can capture the essence of Judas Priest’s
iconic sound. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced player, exploring the music of
this legendary band will undoubtedly enrich your guitar playing experience. So grab your
guitar, crank up the amp, and dive into the world of Judas Priest!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best Judas Priest guitar solo?

Many fans consider the solo in 'Beyond the Realms of Death' to be one of the best due to its
emotional depth and technical proficiency.

Which Judas Priest album features the most iconic
guitar riffs?

The album 'British Steel' is known for its iconic guitar riffs, especially in tracks like 'Breaking
the Law' and 'Living After Midnight.'

What recording technique is commonly used in Judas
Priest's guitar tracks?

Judas Priest often employs double-tracking for their guitar parts, which adds depth and
richness to the sound.

Who are the primary guitarists featured in Judas
Priest's recordings?

Glenn Tipton and K.K. Downing are the primary guitarists known for their work in Judas
Priest, contributing to the band's signature sound.



Which live album features the best guitar performances
by Judas Priest?

The live album 'Unleashed in the East' is often praised for showcasing the band's best
guitar performances, capturing their energy and skill.

What is the significance of the guitar work in
'Painkiller'?

'Painkiller' features some of the most intricate and powerful guitar work in Judas Priest's
catalog, highlighting speed and technical ability.

Are there any notable guitar covers of Judas Priest
songs?

Yes, many guitarists have covered Judas Priest songs, with notable covers of 'Electric Eye'
and 'You've Got Another Thing Comin'' being popular among fans.

How does the guitar tone in 'Screaming for Vengeance'
differ from earlier albums?

The guitar tone in 'Screaming for Vengeance' is characterized by a sharper and more
aggressive sound, using modern production techniques for the time.

What role does harmony play in Judas Priest's guitar
arrangements?

Harmony is a crucial element in Judas Priest's guitar arrangements, often featuring
harmonized solos and dual guitar parts that create a rich sonic texture.

Which Judas Priest song is known for its intricate guitar
interplay?

‘The Sentinel' is well-known for its intricate guitar interplay between Glenn Tipton and K.K.
Downing, showcasing their chemistry and technical skills.
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