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Best Mathematical Craps Strategy

Craps is one of the most exciting and dynamic games found in casinos, attracting players with its fast-paced
action and social atmosphere. While it may seem daunting at first, understanding the mathematical principles
behind the game can significantly enhance your chances of winning. This article presents the best mathematical
craps strategy to help both novice and seasoned players maximize their enjoyment and potential returns.

Understanding the Basics of Craps

Before diving into strategies, it's essential to understand the fundamental aspects of craps. The game is played
with two six-sided dice, and players bet on the outcome of the roll or a series of rolls. The primary objective is
to predict the results accurately.

Key Terms

- Pass Line Bet: A basic bet that wins if the shooter rolls a 7 or 11 on the come-out roll.
- Don't Pass Line Bet: A bet against the shooter, winning if a 2 or 3 is rolled.
- Come Bet: Similar to the Pass Line Bet but made after the point is established.
- Don't Come Bet: Similar to the Don't Pass Bet but made after the point is established.
- Place Bets: Bets on specific numbers being rolled before a 7.

Dice Probability and House Edge

Understanding the mathematics of dice rolls is crucial for developing a successful strategy. The probability of
rolling each number on two dice varies:

- 2 (1 way): 1/36 or 2.78%
- 3 (2 ways): 2/36 or 5.56%
- 4 (3 ways): 3/36 or 8.33%
- 5 (4 ways): 4/36 or 11.11%
- 6 (5 ways): 5/36 or 13.89%
- 7 (6 ways): 6/36 or 16.67%
- 8 (5 ways): 5/36 or 13.89%
- 9 (4 ways): 4/36 or 11.11%
- 10 (3 ways): 3/36 or 8.33%
- 11 (2 ways): 2/36 or 5.56%
- 12 (1 way): 1/36 or 2.78%

The house edge varies depending on the type of bet, with Pass Line Bets having a house edge of around 1.41%,
while bets on specific numbers can have a much higher edge.

Best Bets in Craps

When it comes to making bets in craps, the choices you make can significantly influence your overall odds.
Below are the best bets based on mathematical probability.



1. Pass Line Bet

The Pass Line Bet is one of the most favorable bets in craps, with a house edge of 1.41%. This bet is easy to
understand, making it a favorite among beginners:

- Win on 7 or 11.
- Lose on 2, 3, or 12.
- If any other number is rolled, that number becomes the 'point', and you must roll it again before rolling a 7 to
win.

2. Come Bet

Similar to the Pass Line Bet, the Come Bet is made after the point has been established:

- Wins on 7 or 11.
- Loses on 2, 3, or 12.
- If other numbers appear, they become the point for the Come Bet.

The Come Bet carries the same house edge as the Pass Line Bet (1.41%).

3. Odds Bets

After establishing a point, players can take 'Odds' on their Pass Line or Come Bet. This bet has no house edge,
as it pays true odds:

- If the point is 4 or 10, the payout is 2:1.
- If the point is 5 or 9, the payout is 3:2.
- If the point is 6 or 8, the payout is 6:5.

Taking Odds is one of the best strategies to reduce the overall house edge on your bets.

4. Don't Pass and Don't Come Bets

The Don't Pass and Don't Come bets are alternatives to the Pass and Come bets, allowing players to bet
against the shooter. They also have a lower house edge of approximately 1.36%.

By combining Don't Pass or Don't Come bets with Odds bets, players can further minimize their risk.

Managing Your Bankroll

Effective bankroll management is key to enjoying the game of craps and sustaining your play over time. Here are
some strategies to consider:

1. Set a Budget

Decide on a specific amount of money you are willing to gamble before you start playing. Stick to this budget,
and never chase losses.



2. Bet Consistently

Adopt a consistent betting strategy. For example, you might choose to always place a minimum bet on the Pass
Line and take Odds. This approach helps you maintain a steady gameplay rhythm.

3. Use a Betting System

While no betting system can guarantee wins, some players find success with structured approaches like the
Martingale or Paroli systems.

- Martingale System: Double your bet after each loss, aiming to recoup your losses with one win.
- Paroli System: Increase your bet after a win, capitalizing on winning streaks.

Be cautious with these systems, as they can lead to significant losses if a long losing streak occurs.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Even with a solid strategy, players can still make mistakes that detract from their potential winnings. Here are
some common pitfalls to avoid:

1. Avoid Proposition Bets

Proposition bets, offered in the center of the craps table, have a much higher house edge (up to 16.67%) and
should generally be avoided in favor of more favorable bets.

2. Ignoring the Odds Bet

Failing to take advantage of the Odds Bet is a missed opportunity. Always place Odds after establishing a
point to lower your house edge.

3. Chasing Losses

One of the biggest mistakes players make is trying to recoup losses by increasing their bets. This often leads to
further losses and can quickly deplete your bankroll.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the best mathematical craps strategy revolves around understanding the game’s underlying
probabilities and making informed betting choices. By focusing on bets with a low house edge, managing your
bankroll effectively, and avoiding common mistakes, you can enhance your overall experience and maximize your
chances of winning. Remember, while luck plays a significant role in craps, a solid strategy can help you
navigate the game more successfully. Enjoy the thrill of the game, but always play responsibly!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best betting strategy for craps?

The best betting strategy for craps often involves placing bets with the lowest house edge, such as Pass Line
and Don't Pass bets, combined with odds bets, which have no house edge.

How does the Martingale strategy work in craps?

The Martingale strategy involves doubling your bet after each loss, so that when you eventually win, you
recover all your losses plus a profit equal to your original bet. However, it carries high risk and can lead to
significant losses.

What are the odds bets in craps and why are they important?

Odds bets are additional bets you can place after a point is established, with no house edge. They are
important because they maximize your potential return on Pass Line or Don't Pass bets.

Is the Come Bet strategy effective in craps?

Yes, the Come Bet strategy is effective as it works similarly to the Pass Line bet, allowing players to place
additional bets after the point is established, while also taking advantage of odds bets.

What is a 'Place Bet' and when should it be used?

A Place Bet allows you to bet on specific numbers to be rolled before a 7. It's useful when you want to bet on
numbers like 6 or 8, which have a higher probability of being rolled.

Can you explain the 'Don't Pass' strategy?

The 'Don't Pass' strategy involves betting against the shooter, meaning you win if the shooter rolls a 2 or 3,
and lose if they roll a 7 or 11. It's a more conservative strategy with a lower house edge.

What is a 'Field Bet' and is it a good strategy?

A Field Bet is a one-roll bet that pays on certain numbers (2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12). While it can be fun, it
generally has a higher house edge compared to other strategies, making it less favorable.

How can bankroll management improve my craps strategy?

Effective bankroll management helps you set limits on your bets and losses, ensuring you can play longer and
make more strategic decisions without risking your entire bankroll in a short time.

What is the 'Big 6 and Big 8' bet, and is it worth it?

'Big 6 and Big 8' bets are placed on the 6 or 8 to be rolled before a 7. While they may seem appealing, they have
a higher house edge than a Place Bet on 6 or 8, making them generally not worth it.

How can I increase my chances of winning at craps?

To increase your chances of winning at craps, focus on bets with the lowest house edge, such as Pass Line,
Don't Pass, Come, and Don't Come bets, and utilize odds bets effectively.
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