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bernard cornwell enemy of god is a compelling historical novel that delves into the turbulent era of

post-Roman Britain. As the second installment in Bernard Cornwell’s acclaimed series, this book

continues to explore the legendary exploits of the warrior Uhtred of Bebbanburg. Known for his

masterful storytelling and meticulous attention to historical detail, Cornwell brings to life the struggles

between Saxons, Britons, and invading forces in a richly textured narrative. This article provides an in-

depth analysis of the novel's plot, characters, themes, historical context, and critical reception.

Furthermore, it examines how Enemy of God fits within Bernard Cornwell’s larger body of work and its

significance in the historical fiction genre. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the

novel’s contribution to historical literature and its enduring popularity among fans of medieval fiction.
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Overview of Bernard Cornwell and the Series

Bernard Cornwell is a renowned British author known for his extensive work in historical fiction,

particularly novels set in medieval and early modern periods. The series featuring Uhtred of

Bebbanburg, often referred to as The Saxon Stories or The Warrior Chronicles, is among his most



popular works. Enemy of God is the second book in this series, following Last Kingdom, and continues

the protagonist’s journey during the chaotic times following the collapse of Roman rule in Britain.

Author Background

Cornwell’s expertise in historical research and ability to weave thrilling narratives have earned him

international acclaim. His works often blend factual history with fictional characters to create immersive

stories that appeal to both history enthusiasts and general readers. The Uhtred series exemplifies this

approach, offering insights into Anglo-Saxon England and the conflicts that shaped the nation.

Series Context

The series chronicles the life of Uhtred, a Saxon nobleman captured and raised by Danes. His divided

loyalties and fierce warrior spirit drive the plot through battles, political intrigue, and cultural clashes.

Enemy of God builds on the foundation laid in the first book, expanding on Uhtred’s role in the

struggle for control over England.

Plot Summary of Enemy of God

Enemy of God advances the narrative set in the late 9th and early 10th centuries, a period marked by

Saxon consolidation and Viking incursions. The story follows Uhtred as he navigates alliances and

enmities among Saxons, Britons, and Danes, confronting both external enemies and internal conflicts.

Key Events

Throughout the novel, Uhtred faces numerous challenges, including:

Defending territories against invading forces

Engaging in political maneuvering amidst shifting loyalties

Reconciling his Danish upbringing with his Saxon heritage



Leading armies in pivotal battles that determine the fate of kingdoms

The plot intricately weaves historical battles and fictional elements, maintaining tension and momentum

throughout the narrative.

Setting and Timeframe

The setting spans various regions of Britain, including Mercia, Northumbria, and the Welsh borders.

The timeframe captures the transitional period after the Roman withdrawal, emphasizing the

emergence of new power structures and cultural identities.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The novel features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the complexity of the story.

Bernard Cornwell’s character development deepens in Enemy of God, highlighting motivations and

relationships.

Uhtred of Bebbanburg

The protagonist, Uhtred, is a skilled warrior torn between his Saxon birthright and Danish upbringing.

His personal journey drives the narrative, reflecting broader themes of identity and loyalty.

Supporting Characters

Other significant characters include Saxon nobles, Danish warlords, and Celtic leaders who influence

Uhtred’s path. Their interactions reveal the intricate political and cultural landscape of the time.

King Alfred the Great – Uhtred’s complex adversary and occasional ally

Brida – Uhtred’s childhood ally with her own fierce convictions

Erkenwald – A powerful ecclesiastical figure representing the Church’s influence



Various Saxon and Danish warriors – Each adding depth to the conflict and alliances

Themes and Historical Context

Enemy of God explores numerous themes that resonate throughout the novel, grounded firmly in the

historical realities of early medieval Britain.

Conflict and Identity

The tension between Saxons and Danes illustrates broader questions of cultural identity and

belonging. Uhtred’s divided loyalties encapsulate this struggle, reflecting the complexities of national

and personal allegiance.

Power and Religion

The role of Christianity versus pagan beliefs is a recurring theme, with the Church’s growing power

influencing political and social dynamics. The title itself, Enemy of God, hints at these religious conflicts

and their impact on characters.

Historical Accuracy

Cornwell’s attention to historical detail enhances the authenticity of the narrative. The depiction of

battles, political structures, and daily life is carefully researched, providing readers with an immersive

experience of the era.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Bernard Cornwell’s writing style in Enemy of God combines vivid descriptions, fast-paced action, and

well-crafted dialogue to engage readers fully.



First-Person Perspective

The novel is narrated from Uhtred’s point of view, offering an intimate look at his thoughts and

emotions. This perspective allows readers to connect deeply with the protagonist’s experiences and

challenges.

Blending Fact and Fiction

Cornwell skillfully integrates historical events with fictional elements, maintaining a balance that

educates while entertaining. This technique contributes to the novel’s appeal among history buffs and

casual readers alike.

Use of Language

The author employs language that evokes the period without alienating modern readers. The dialogue

and descriptions are accessible yet richly textured, enhancing the historical atmosphere.

Critical Reception and Impact

Enemy of God has been widely praised for its storytelling and historical depth, solidifying Bernard

Cornwell’s reputation as a leading figure in historical fiction.

Reviews and Reader Response

Critics have commended the novel for its engaging plot and well-drawn characters. Readers often

highlight the immersive world-building and dynamic action scenes as standout features.

Influence on Historical Fiction

The success of Enemy of God and the Uhtred series has contributed to a resurgence of interest in

early medieval history within popular culture. The books have inspired adaptations and sparked

discussions about the period’s historical significance.



Legacy within Cornwell’s Work

This novel represents a key installment in Bernard Cornwell’s oeuvre, demonstrating his ability to

blend rigorous historical research with compelling narrative craft. It continues to attract new audiences

and remains a favorite among fans of the genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Enemy of God' by Bernard Cornwell about?

'Enemy of God' is a historical novel by Bernard Cornwell, part of The Warlord Chronicles trilogy, that

retells the Arthurian legend from the perspective of Derfel Cadarn during the decline of Roman Britain.

Where does 'Enemy of God' fit in Bernard Cornwell's Warlord

Chronicles series?

'Enemy of God' is the second book in Bernard Cornwell's Warlord Chronicles trilogy, following 'The

Winter King' and preceding 'Excalibur.'

Who is the main narrator in 'Enemy of God'?

The story is narrated by Derfel Cadarn, a warrior and close companion of King Arthur, providing a

grounded and realistic perspective on the Arthurian legends.

What themes are explored in Bernard Cornwell's 'Enemy of God'?

'Enemy of God' explores themes such as loyalty, power struggles, religious conflict, and the clash

between paganism and Christianity in post-Roman Britain.



How historically accurate is 'Enemy of God' by Bernard Cornwell?

While 'Enemy of God' is a work of historical fiction and fantasy, Bernard Cornwell is known for

thorough research, blending historical facts with legendary elements to create a plausible portrayal of

early medieval Britain.

Does 'Enemy of God' include the character of Merlin?

Yes, Merlin is a significant character in 'Enemy of God,' portrayed as a cunning and sometimes morally

ambiguous druid, differing from more traditional mystical depictions.

What is the significance of the title 'Enemy of God' in Bernard

Cornwell's novel?

The title 'Enemy of God' refers to the religious tensions during the time, particularly between Christians

and pagans, and highlights conflicts that drive much of the novel's plot.

Is 'Enemy of God' suitable for readers new to Arthurian legends?

'Enemy of God' can be enjoyed by both newcomers and fans of Arthurian legends, though some

familiarity with the basic storylines enhances understanding of the characters and historical context.

How has 'Enemy of God' been received by critics and readers?

'Enemy of God' has been praised for its vivid storytelling, realistic characters, and fresh take on

Arthurian myths, solidifying Bernard Cornwell's reputation as a master of historical fiction.

Are there any adaptations of Bernard Cornwell's 'Enemy of God'?

As of now, there have been no official film or television adaptations of 'Enemy of God,' though the

Warlord Chronicles series remains popular and has potential for future adaptation.



Additional Resources

1. The Last Kingdom

This is the first book in Bernard Cornwell’s Saxon Stories series, introducing Uhtred of Bebbanburg, a

noble-born Saxon raised by Vikings. Set during the turbulent times of Alfred the Great, it explores the

clash between Saxons and Danes in 9th-century England. The novel blends historical fact with vivid

storytelling, capturing the struggles for power and identity.

2. The Pale Horseman

The second installment in the Saxon Stories continues Uhtred’s journey as he fights to reclaim his

ancestral home. The story delves deeper into the political and military conflicts of the era, including

battles against invading Danes. Cornwell’s detailed battle scenes and character development keep the

tension high throughout the novel.

3. The Lords of the North

In this third book, Uhtred allies with powerful northern lords to resist the Viking incursions. The

narrative explores themes of loyalty, honor, and betrayal amid the shifting alliances of early medieval

England. Cornwell’s portrayal of Uhtred’s complex relationships and strategic mind enriches the

historical backdrop.

4. Sword Song

This fourth volume chronicles Uhtred’s continued efforts to influence the destiny of England during

King Alfred’s reign. The book highlights the brutal and chaotic nature of warfare in the Dark Ages,

alongside political intrigue and personal vendettas. Cornwell’s vivid descriptions bring the era’s

atmosphere to life.

5. Death of Kings

In this gripping sequel, Uhtred faces new enemies and challenges as he navigates the treacherous

world of kings and warlords. The story focuses on the succession struggles following Alfred the Great’s

death, blending historical events with Uhtred’s personal quest. Cornwell’s fast-paced narrative keeps

readers engaged through intense battles and shifting loyalties.



6. The Flame Bearer

This book follows Uhtred as he attempts to reclaim Bebbanburg from those who have taken it over.

The novel explores themes of identity, revenge, and destiny against the backdrop of a divided

England. Cornwell’s meticulous research and compelling characters make this installment a thrilling

read.

7. Warriors of the Storm

Set during the reign of Alfred’s successor, this novel sees Uhtred confronting new threats from Vikings

and internal rivals. The story combines epic battles with personal drama, highlighting the ongoing

struggle for control of England. Cornwell’s vivid prose and rich historical detail continue to captivate

readers.

8. Winter King

The first book in Cornwell’s Arthurian trilogy, it reimagines the legend of King Arthur through the eyes

of Derfel, a warrior and close companion. The novel provides a gritty, realistic portrayal of post-Roman

Britain, blending myth with historical elements. Fans of Cornwell’s historical fiction will appreciate the

immersive storytelling.

9. Enemy of God

The second book in the Arthurian trilogy continues Derfel’s adventures as he navigates the complex

politics and warfare of early Britain. The novel deepens the exploration of Arthurian legend, focusing

on themes of faith, power, and loyalty. Cornwell’s skillful blend of history and legend creates a

compelling narrative that complements his other historical works.
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