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Bergen County Voices from the American Revolution Todd W. Braisted is a
remarkable exploration of the diverse narratives and experiences of individuals from
Bergen County, New Jersey, during the tumultuous period of the American Revolution.
Todd W. Braisted, a historian with a profound understanding of the Revolutionary War,
provides a unique lens through which we can assess the local impact of national events.
This article delves into the essence of Braisted's work, examining the broader implications
of his research while highlighting the rich tapestry of voices from Bergen County.

Historical Context of Bergen County during the
American Revolution

Bergen County was a significant battleground during the American Revolution due to its
strategic location near New York City. The county's geography and demographics shaped
its role in the conflict. Understanding this context is crucial for appreciating the voices
that Braisted captures in his work.

Geographical Significance

- Proximity to New York City: Bergen County's location made it a key area for both British
and American forces, leading to armed conflict and skirmishes.
- Rivers and Roads: The county's rivers and roads facilitated troop movements and served
as important logistical routes.

Demographics and Community Structure

Bergen County was home to a diverse population that included:

- Loyalists: Many residents remained loyal to the British Crown and faced persecution
from those who supported independence.
- Patriots: A significant number of inhabitants actively supported the Revolutionary cause,
contributing to militias and local governance.
- Neutral Parties: Some individuals attempted to remain neutral and avoid the conflict,
reflecting the complexities of personal and political allegiances.

Todd W. Braisted's Contributions to



Revolutionary War Scholarship

Todd W. Braisted's scholarship is distinguished by its focus on local narratives. He
emphasizes the importance of understanding the voices that often go unheard in historical
accounts. His work sheds light on the individual stories that collectively paint a picture of
the Revolutionary experience in Bergen County.

Methodology and Research Techniques

Braisted employs several research strategies to uncover the voices of Bergen County
during the Revolution:

1. Primary Source Analysis: He extensively utilizes letters, diaries, and official documents
to capture the sentiments and experiences of individuals.
2. Oral Histories: Braisted also seeks out oral histories and folk narratives passed down
through generations, offering a personal touch to historical events.
3. Community Engagement: By engaging with local historians and community members,
he enriches his research with insights that may not be documented elsewhere.

Key Themes in Braisted's Work

Braisted's exploration of Bergen County yields several critical themes:

- Divided Loyalties: The conflict between Loyalists and Patriots often created deep
divisions within families and communities.
- Gender Roles: Women played crucial roles in supporting the war effort, whether through
managing households or participating in protests.
- Cultural Narratives: The Revolution was not solely a military conflict but also a cultural
struggle, as communities grappled with their identities.

Voices from Bergen County: Notable Figures and
Stories

Through his research, Braisted highlights several notable individuals whose experiences
encapsulate the broader themes of the Revolution.

Patriots of Bergen County

1. John Z. Zabriskie: A prominent figure in local politics, Zabriskie was a staunch
supporter of the Revolution and played a significant role in organizing local militias.
2. Hendrick van der Vliet: A farmer turned soldier, van der Vliet’s letters home reveal the



personal toll of war on families and communities.
3. Margaret Morris: An outspoken advocate for independence, Morris organized efforts to
support soldiers and aid the local community.

Loyalists and Their Experiences

1. William F. Duer: A Loyalist who faced significant backlash from his neighbors, Duer’s
story illustrates the personal sacrifices made by those who remained loyal to the Crown.
2. Esther Smith: A woman who navigated the complexities of loyalty, often finding herself
in the crosshairs of both sides during the conflict.

Neutral Voices

- Samuel Johnson: A resident who attempted to maintain a neutral stance, Johnson’s
writings provide insight into the challenges faced by those who sought to avoid taking
sides.

The Impact of Braisted's Research on Local
History

Braisted's work contributes significantly to the understanding of local history in Bergen
County. By elevating individual voices, he enriches the narrative of the American
Revolution and encourages a more nuanced understanding of historical events.

Educational Outreach and Community Engagement

- Lectures and Workshops: Braisted frequently conducts lectures and workshops that
engage the community, fostering a deeper appreciation for local history.
- Collaborations with Historical Societies: His collaborations with local historical societies
help preserve and promote the stories of Bergen County's residents during the
Revolutionary War.

Influence on Future Scholarship

Braisted's focus on local narratives serves as a model for future historians. His approach
encourages scholars to consider the human experiences behind historical events,
challenging traditional narratives that often overlook individual stories.



Conclusion: The Importance of Local Voices in
Historical Narratives

In "Bergen County Voices from the American Revolution," Todd W. Braisted emphasizes
the importance of local narratives in understanding the complexities of the Revolutionary
War. By bringing to light the diverse voices of Bergen County, he enriches our
comprehension of this pivotal period in American history. His work serves not only as a
historical account but also as a call to recognize the value of individual stories in shaping
our understanding of the past. The echoes of these voices remind us that history is not just
about battles and treaties; it is about the people who lived through it, their struggles, and
their triumphs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Bergen County Voices from the American
Revolution' about?
The book 'Bergen County Voices from the American Revolution' by Todd W. Braisted
explores the experiences and perspectives of individuals from Bergen County, New Jersey
during the American Revolution, highlighting their contributions and struggles.

Who is the author of 'Bergen County Voices from the
American Revolution'?
The author is Todd W. Braisted, a historian known for his work on the American
Revolutionary War, particularly in the context of New Jersey.

What types of sources does Todd W. Braisted use in his
book?
Braisted utilizes a variety of primary sources, including letters, diaries, and official
documents, to provide an authentic view of the lives of Bergen County residents during
the Revolution.

How does 'Bergen County Voices' contribute to our
understanding of the American Revolution?
The book offers a localized perspective that enriches the broader narrative of the
American Revolution, showcasing how the conflict affected daily life and individual choices
in Bergen County.

Are there any notable figures highlighted in 'Bergen



County Voices'?
Yes, the book features several notable figures from Bergen County, including soldiers,
civilians, and leaders who played significant roles in the Revolutionary War.

What themes are prevalent in Braisted's exploration of
Bergen County during the Revolution?
Key themes include loyalty and treason, the impact of war on communities, and the
struggle for independence, reflecting the complexities of allegiance during this turbulent
period.

Is 'Bergen County Voices' suitable for academic study?
Yes, the book is well-researched and includes extensive citations, making it suitable for
academic study as well as for general readers interested in American history.

What unique perspectives does Braisted offer in his
book?
Braisted provides unique perspectives by focusing on local voices and experiences, often
overlooked in broader historical accounts, which allows for a more nuanced understanding
of the Revolution.

Where can readers find 'Bergen County Voices from the
American Revolution'?
The book can be found at various retailers, online bookstores, and libraries, as well as
through academic institutions that focus on American history.
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