
believe from polar express lyrics
Believe is a powerful song featured in the animated film The Polar Express, which captures the
magic of childhood belief and the spirit of Christmas. The film, based on Chris Van Allsburg's
beloved children's book, follows a young boy who embarks on a magical journey to the North Pole on
Christmas Eve. The song "Believe," performed by Josh Groban, serves as an emotional centerpiece,
encapsulating the themes of faith, hope, and the importance of believing in the extraordinary. This
article will delve into the themes, lyrics, and significance of "Believe" in the context of the film and
beyond.

Overview of The Polar Express

The Polar Express is a 2004 animated film directed by Robert Zemeckis. The story revolves around a
young boy who is skeptical about the existence of Santa Claus. On Christmas Eve, he boards a
mysterious train called the Polar Express, which takes him on a magical journey to the North Pole.
Along the way, he meets other children, learns about the spirit of Christmas, and ultimately
discovers the power of belief.

The Plot and Setting

- Setting: The film is set in a snowy landscape that evokes the wonder and magic of Christmas. The
visuals are stunning, with beautifully rendered animation that brings to life the enchanting world of
the North Pole.
- Plot: The main character, a young boy, struggles with doubt about Santa Claus. His adventure on
the Polar Express challenges his skepticism and invites him to embrace the magic of Christmas.

Main Characters

1. The Boy: The protagonist who begins as a disbeliever but undergoes a transformation throughout
the film.
2. The Conductor: Voiced by Tom Hanks, he guides the children on their journey and embodies the
spirit of Christmas.
3. The Hobo: A mysterious figure who appears to the boy, offering wisdom and insight into belief.
4. The Other Children: Various kids who accompany the boy, each representing different attitudes
towards belief and the holiday spirit.

The Significance of "Believe"

The song "Believe" plays a crucial role in conveying the film's central message. It serves as both a
reflective and uplifting anthem, encouraging listeners to embrace their beliefs and the magic of the
season.



Thematic Elements

1. Faith and Belief: The concept of belief is pivotal in both the song and the film. The lyrics
emphasize that belief is a personal journey, one that can lead to joy and wonder.
2. Hope and Joy: The song captures the essence of hope, reminding us that even in moments of
doubt, joy can be found through belief.
3. Childhood Innocence: "Believe" resonates with the innocence of childhood, where magic and
wonder are prevalent. It encourages adults to reconnect with that sense of wonder.

Lyrics Analysis

While the complete lyrics of "Believe" are not reproduced here, the song's key messages can be
summarized as follows:

- Emphasis on Inner Belief: The lyrics encourage listeners to look within themselves to find the belief
that fuels their dreams and aspirations.
- Connection to the Spirit of Christmas: The song ties the act of believing to the essence of
Christmas, suggesting that the holiday's magic is rooted in faith.
- Call to Action: The song invites listeners to take action and embrace their beliefs, reinforcing that
belief is a choice that can lead to fulfillment.

Impact of "Believe" in Popular Culture

"Believe" has transcended the film to become a holiday classic, resonating with audiences of all
ages. Its themes of faith and hope are universally appealing, making it a staple during the Christmas
season.

Musical Composition

- Melody: The song features a hauntingly beautiful melody that captures the listener’s heart.
- Vocals: Josh Groban's powerful and emotive vocals bring depth to the lyrics, enhancing the song's
emotional impact.
- Instrumentation: The orchestral arrangement complements the lyrics, creating a sense of grandeur
and magic.

Performance and Reception

- Critical Acclaim: Upon its release, "Believe" received positive reviews for its lyrical content and
musical composition. Critics praised Groban's performance and the song's ability to evoke emotions.
- Awards and Nominations: The song has been nominated for various awards and has solidified its
place in holiday music playlists.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Believe" from The Polar Express serves as a poignant reminder of the power of belief,
especially during the holiday season. The song encapsulates the film's themes of faith, hope, and the
magic of childhood, resonating with audiences around the world. As we navigate the complexities of
adulthood, "Believe" invites us to reconnect with our inner child and embrace the wonder that belief
can bring. Whether through the enchanting melody, the heartfelt lyrics, or the emotional
performance by Josh Groban, "Believe" continues to inspire and uplift, reminding us all of the joy
that comes from believing in something greater than ourselves. This timeless message will
undoubtedly endure, making "Believe" a cherished part of the holiday tradition for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song 'Believe' from The Polar
Express?
The main theme of 'Believe' revolves around the importance of faith, hope, and the magic of
believing in something greater, particularly during the holiday season.

Who performs the song 'Believe' in The Polar Express?
'Believe' is performed by Josh Groban in The Polar Express soundtrack.

How does the song 'Believe' relate to the overall message of
The Polar Express?
The song encapsulates the film's message about the power of belief and imagination, encouraging
listeners to embrace the spirit of Christmas and the wonders of childhood.

What emotions does the song 'Believe' evoke in listeners?
The song evokes feelings of nostalgia, warmth, and inspiration, reminding listeners of the joy and
wonder associated with believing in the magic of the holiday season.

Are there any specific lyrics in 'Believe' that highlight its
central message?
Yes, the lyrics emphasize themes of faith and the idea that believing can lead to experiencing
extraordinary moments, especially during the Christmas season.

How does 'Believe' contribute to the film's climax?
'Believe' plays a crucial role in the film's climax by underscoring the protagonist's journey of self-
discovery and the realization that belief can transform experiences.



What impact has the song 'Believe' had on holiday music
playlists?
'Believe' has become a popular addition to holiday music playlists, often played during Christmas
celebrations, due to its heartfelt message and melodic composition.

In what ways has 'Believe' influenced popular culture since its
release?
'Believe' has influenced popular culture by being featured in various holiday events, performances,
and adaptations, reinforcing the message of believing in the magic of Christmas.
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