bela bartok romanian folk dances

Bela Bartok Romanian Folk Dances are a celebrated collection of orchestral works that
exemplify the rich cultural heritage of Eastern European music. Composed by the
Hungarian ethnomusicologist and composer Béla Bartok, these dances are rooted deeply
in the traditional folk music of Romania. They not only highlight Barték's innovative
compositional techniques but also serve as a bridge connecting classical music with the
authentic sounds of rural Romanian life. In this article, we will explore the genesis of these
dances, their musical structure, significance, and the cultural context from which they
emerged.

Origins of Romanian Folk Dances

The Influence of Folk Music

Béla Barték was deeply influenced by the traditional folk music of Hungary and Romania.
His fieldwork in the early 20th century involved extensive travel throughout the region,
where he collected and transcribed folk songs from local musicians. This immersion in folk
music allowed him to appreciate the complexity and beauty of these traditions, which
ultimately informed his compositional style.

- Field Research: Bartok’s ethnomusicological endeavors led him to record thousands of
folk melodies, providing a comprehensive understanding of the regional musical
landscape.

- Cultural Significance: Bartdk believed that folk music was the essence of a nation’s
cultural identity, which prompted him to integrate these elements into his own
compositions.

Composition of Romanian Folk Dances

The Romanian Folk Dances were composed in 1915 and are arranged for orchestra,
originally intended for piano. They consist of six distinct movements, each drawing from
specific folk melodies that Bartdk encountered during his research.

1. Stick Dance (Barbateasca): This dance is characterized by its lively tempo and rhythmic
vitality.

2. Sash Dance (Braul): The use of syncopation and contrasting dynamics gives this
movement a playful yet structured feel.

3. In One Spot (Pe loc): A more meditative and introspective piece, this movement
captures the essence of a traditional Romanian dance.

4. Romanian Polka (Polca): This piece showcases the lively spirit of the polka,
incorporating fast-paced rhythms and a sense of joy.

5. Buciumeana: This movement utilizes the sounds of the bucium, a traditional Romanian



horn, to evoke the pastoral landscapes of the region.
6. Final Dance (Maruntel): The concluding movement is a vibrant celebration, weaving
together various motifs and rhythms.

Musical Characteristics

Rhythm and Meter

One of the most distinguishing features of Bartok's Romanian Folk Dances is their complex
rhythmic structures. Barték often employed irregular time signatures that reflect the
natural rhythms of folk dances.

- Irregular Meters: Many movements feature alternating measures of different lengths,
which create a sense of spontaneity and surprise.

- Syncopation: The use of syncopated rhythms adds an element of excitement and energy
to the music.

Melody and Harmony

Barték’s melodies are deeply rooted in the folk tradition, often employing modal scales
rather than the conventional major and minor scales prevalent in Western classical music.

- Modal Melodies: The use of modes gives the music an exotic and authentic quality,
reflecting the regional characteristics of Romanian folk music.

- Harmonic Language: Barték expertly combines folk melodies with innovative harmonies
that create tension and resolution, resulting in a rich sonic tapestry.

Instrumentation

The orchestration of the Romanian Folk Dances is another significant aspect of Bartok’s
work. He often employed a diverse range of instruments to evoke the sounds of rural
Romania.

- Woodwinds: Flutes and clarinets often carry the melodic lines, imitating the sound of
traditional folk instruments.

- Strings: The string section provides both harmonic support and rhythmic drive, often
playing pizzicato passages to mimic the sound of plucked string instruments.

- Percussion: Bartok’s use of percussion adds an additional layer of rhythmic complexity,
enhancing the overall dynamism of the composition.



Cultural Context

Folk Traditions in Romania

Romanian folk music is a mosaic of various influences, shaped by the country's history and
geography. The interplay between different ethnic groups has led to a rich tapestry of
musical styles.

- Ethnic Diversity: Romania is home to various ethnic minorities, including Hungarians,
Romani, and Germans, each contributing to the folk music landscape.

- Rural Life: The music often reflects the rhythms of rural life, celebrating agricultural
practices, seasonal changes, and communal gatherings.

Bartok’s Mission

Béla Barték viewed his work as a means of preserving and promoting folk traditions,
particularly as modernization threatened to overshadow them.

- Ethnomusicology: Bartdk’s dual career as a composer and ethnomusicologist allowed him
to bridge the gap between traditional and contemporary music.

- Cultural Preservation: His dedication to documenting folk music has had lasting impacts,
influencing generations of musicians and composers.

Impact and Legacy

Influence on Classical Music

The Romanian Folk Dances have had a significant impact on the development of 20th-
century classical music, inspiring composers to explore folk traditions in their works.

- Integration of Folk Elements: Barték’s success in blending folk music with classical forms
paved the way for other composers to explore similar avenues.

- Innovative Techniques: His use of rhythm, melody, and harmony influenced a generation
of composers who sought to break away from traditional Western norms.

Performance and Popularity

Today, the Romanian Folk Dances remain a staple in the orchestral repertoire, frequently
performed by symphony orchestras worldwide.



- Recordings: Numerous recordings of the dances exist, showcasing various
interpretations and conducting styles.

- Educational Use: The dances are often included in music education programs, allowing
students to engage with both folk traditions and classical techniques.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Bela Bartok Romanian Folk Dances represent a remarkable fusion of folk
traditions and classical music, showcasing Bartdk's innovative approach to composition.
Through his meticulous research and deep appreciation for Romanian culture, Barték
created a work that not only celebrates the vibrant folk music of the region but also
elevates it into the classical domain. The dances continue to resonate with audiences and
musicians alike, serving as a testament to the enduring power of cultural heritage in the
realm of music. As we explore these dances, we not only appreciate Barték's genius but
also honor the rich tapestry of Romanian folk traditions that inspired him.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Béla Bartok's Romanian Folk Dances?

Béla Barték's Romanian Folk Dances is a suite for piano and later arranged for orchestra,
composed in 1915, which is based on traditional Romanian folk melodies and dances.

How many movements are in Bartdok's Romanian Folk
Dances?

The suite consists of six movements, each representing different folk dance styles from
Romania.

What is the significance of folk music in Bartok's work?

Folk music is central to Bartok's compositional style; he believed it reflected the identity of
a culture, and he extensively collected and studied folk music throughout Eastern Europe.

How did Bartok collect the folk melodies used in the
Romanian Folk Dances?

Barték collected the folk melodies through field recordings and transcriptions during his
travels in Romania, which he then adapted into his compositions.

What are the key characteristics of the Romanian Folk
Dances?

The Romanian Folk Dances feature lively rhythms, irregular meters, and a variety of dance



styles, often emphasizing the use of traditional instruments and vocal styles.

Why is Romanian Folk Dances considered a pivotal work
in classical music?

Romanian Folk Dances is considered pivotal because it showcases Bartdk's innovative
integration of folk elements into classical music, influencing future generations of
composers and the broader appreciation of folk traditions.
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