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The Behringer X32 Compact digital mixer has become a popular choice among audio
professionals due to its versatility, functionality, and compact design. Ideal for live sound
applications, recording, and broadcast environments, this mixer combines advanced
digital technology with user-friendly controls, making it a favorite for both seasoned
engineers and newcomers alike. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
the Behringer X32 Compact, focusing on its features, operation, and tips for getting the
most out of this powerful audio tool.

Overview of the Behringer X32 Compact

The Behringer X32 Compact is a 40-input digital mixer that includes 16 programmable mic
preamps, 8 XLR outputs, and a range of features that make it suitable for various sound
applications. Despite its smaller footprint compared to the standard X32 model, the
Compact version retains many of the advanced functionalities that have made the X32
series so popular.

Key Features

1. Inputs and Outputs:
- 16 MIDAS-designed mic preamps
- 32 channel inputs
- 16 mix buses
- 8 XLR outputs, plus additional outputs via digital connections

2. Digital Effects:
- 8 stereo effects processors
- A wide selection of built-in effects, including reverb, delay, modulation, and more

3. User Interface:
- 7-inch color display for easy navigation
- User-friendly controls, including faders, encoders, and buttons
- Customizable channel strips

4. Connectivity:
- USB interface for recording and playback
- AES50 ports for connecting to digital stage boxes
- MIDI support for external control

5. Audio Processing:
- 40-bit floating-point DSP for high-quality audio
- Comprehensive EQ options and dynamics processing for each channel



6. Remote Control:
- iPad and Android app support for wireless control
- Remote capabilities over Wi-Fi for flexible operation

Setting Up Your Behringer X32 Compact

Setting up the X32 Compact is straightforward, ensuring you’re up and running quickly.
Here’s a step-by-step guide to setting up your mixer.

1. Powering the Mixer

- Connect the power supply to the mixer and plug it into a power outlet.
- Turn on the mixer using the power switch located at the rear of the unit.

2. Connecting Microphones and Instruments

- Plug your microphones into the XLR inputs on the front panel.
- For instruments, such as guitars or keyboards, use the line inputs (TRS or XLR).

3. Connecting Outputs

- Connect your main speakers to the XLR outputs.
- For monitors, use the dedicated monitor outputs on the back of the mixer.

4. Initial Configuration

- Power up the mixer and navigate to the setup menu.
- Adjust the gain levels for each input channel to ensure optimal sound quality.
- Set up your mix buses for monitors or effects as needed.

Understanding the User Interface

The X32 Compact features a user-friendly interface that allows you to manage complex
audio tasks with ease.

1. Channel Strips



Each channel strip consists of:
- A fader for volume control
- A mute button
- A solo button
- An assignable knob for adjusting effects or EQ settings

2. Main Display

The 7-inch color display provides:
- Visual feedback on levels and settings
- Access to various menus such as routing, effects, and setup
- The ability to view channel settings and edit parameters graphically

3. Control Surface

The control surface includes:
- 16 faders for mix control
- Additional buttons for effects, routing, and quick access to commonly used functions

Mixing Techniques and Tips

To get the best results from your Behringer X32 Compact, consider the following mixing
techniques and tips:

1. Gain Staging

Proper gain staging is essential to avoid distortion and ensure a clean sound. Make sure
to:
- Set the gain level on each input channel to peak around -12dB to -6dB.
- Use the meter in the display to monitor input levels.

2. EQ Adjustments

Utilize the built-in EQ capabilities to enhance your sound:
- Use high-pass filters to remove unwanted low frequencies.
- Adjust mid and high frequencies to fit the style of music or speech.

3. Effects Processing



Make use of the onboard effects:
- Experiment with different reverb and delay settings to enhance vocals and instruments.
- Use compression on dynamic sources to maintain a consistent level.

4. Monitor Mixes

Creating separate monitor mixes for performers can greatly improve their performance:
- Use the mix bus routing to send individual mixes to stage monitors.
- Adjust levels based on performer feedback.

Remote Control and Wireless Functionality

The ability to control the Behringer X32 Compact remotely adds significant convenience
during live performances.

1. Mobile Apps

- X32-Mix App: Available on iOS and Android, this app allows you to control the mixer
wirelessly. You can adjust levels, mute channels, and change effects settings from
anywhere in the venue.
- X32-Edit Software: This software for Mac and PC provides a comprehensive interface for
editing presets, scenes, and settings.

2. Setting Up Wireless Control

- Connect the X32 Compact to a Wi-Fi network using a compatible router.
- Launch the app on your mobile device and connect to the mixer.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting

To keep your Behringer X32 Compact performing optimally, regular maintenance is
essential.

1. Regular Updates

- Check for firmware updates periodically on Behringer's website to ensure you have the
latest features and bug fixes.



2. Cleaning the Mixer

- Use a soft, dry cloth to wipe down the surface.
- Avoid using harsh chemicals that could damage the finish or components.

3. Common Issues and Solutions

- No Sound: Check the gain settings, ensure the channel is not muted, and verify output
connections.
- Feedback: Adjust EQ settings and monitor placements to minimize feedback loops.

Conclusion

The Behringer X32 Compact is a powerful digital mixer that offers an impressive range of
features suitable for various audio applications. Whether you are a live sound engineer, a
studio technician, or a podcaster, understanding how to effectively use the X32 Compact
will enhance your audio production quality. By mastering its features, setting up
efficiently, and applying mixing techniques, you can achieve professional-level sound that
meets your creative needs. Embrace the potential of the X32 Compact, and elevate your
audio experience to new heights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between the Behringer X32
Compact and the standard X32?
The Behringer X32 Compact is a more compact version of the standard X32, featuring
fewer physical faders and a smaller footprint, making it more suitable for smaller venues
and mobile setups.

Where can I find the Behringer X32 Compact manual?
The Behringer X32 Compact manual can be downloaded from the official Behringer
website under the support section, where you can find PDFs of all user manuals.

Does the Behringer X32 Compact support remote
control via tablet or smartphone?
Yes, the Behringer X32 Compact supports remote control via the X32-Q and X32-Mix apps
available for iOS and Android devices, allowing for convenient mixing from a distance.



How do I connect external devices to the Behringer X32
Compact?
You can connect external devices to the Behringer X32 Compact using the various input
options, including XLR, TRS, and digital inputs, found on the rear panel of the mixer.

What is the maximum number of channels available on
the Behringer X32 Compact?
The Behringer X32 Compact can handle up to 32 input channels, although it has 16
physical faders, allowing for a mix of channel and bus access.

Can I save and recall scenes on the Behringer X32
Compact?
Yes, the Behringer X32 Compact allows you to save and recall scenes, which can store the
settings for all channels, effects, and routing for quick setup in different environments.

What kind of effects are built into the Behringer X32
Compact?
The Behringer X32 Compact features a range of built-in effects, including reverb, delay,
modulation, and dynamics processing, which can be applied to individual channels or
buses.

Is there a way to update the firmware on the Behringer
X32 Compact?
Yes, you can update the firmware on the Behringer X32 Compact by downloading the
latest firmware from the Behringer website and following the instructions provided in the
manual.

What type of power supply does the Behringer X32
Compact require?
The Behringer X32 Compact requires a standard AC power supply, and it comes with an
external power adapter that provides the necessary voltage and current for operation.
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