
beginners guide to procreate
beginners guide to procreate introduces new users to the powerful digital illustration app
designed for iPad. This comprehensive tutorial covers everything from setting up the app,
understanding the interface, and exploring essential tools to creating your first artwork. Whether you
are an aspiring digital artist or someone looking to enhance your creative skills, this guide offers clear
instructions and practical tips to help you navigate Procreate with confidence. With its user-friendly
design and extensive features, Procreate has become a favorite among professionals and hobbyists
alike. This article will walk you through the key aspects of the app, ensuring a smooth learning curve
and encouraging creative experimentation. Before diving into the details, here is an overview of the
main sections covered in this beginners guide to procreate.

Getting Started with Procreate

Exploring the Procreate Interface

Essential Tools and Brushes

Creating Your First Artwork

Advanced Features for Beginners

Tips for Optimizing Your Workflow

Getting Started with Procreate
Understanding how to begin with Procreate is crucial for new users. This section explains the initial
steps necessary to install and set up the app on your iPad, along with the basics of creating and
managing canvases.

Installation and Setup
Procreate is available exclusively for iPad via the App Store. To get started, simply purchase and
download the app, then launch it to begin the installation process. Once installed, the app is ready to
use without the need for additional purchases or subscriptions. A compatible Apple Pencil enhances
the drawing experience but is not mandatory.

Creating a New Canvas
After opening Procreate, users can create a new canvas by tapping the “+” icon. Procreate offers
preset canvas sizes optimized for various purposes, including social media dimensions, print sizes,
and screen resolutions. Custom canvas sizes can also be set according to specific project
requirements.



File Management
Managing your artwork files efficiently is essential. Procreate allows users to organize projects into
stacks and folders, making it easier to access and keep track of multiple works. Regularly saving and
backing up files is recommended to prevent data loss.

Exploring the Procreate Interface
Familiarity with the Procreate interface accelerates the learning process. This section outlines the key
areas of the interface and their functions, providing a solid foundation for productive use.

Canvas Area
The canvas area is the main workspace where drawing and painting occur. It supports touch gestures
such as pinch-to-zoom, rotate, and pan, allowing precise control over the artwork view.

Menu Bar
The menu bar at the top of the screen contains essential tools such as brush settings, color selection,
layers, and actions. Understanding each icon’s purpose helps streamline the creative process.

Sidebar Controls
The sidebar includes quick access to brush size, opacity sliders, undo/redo buttons, and other
frequently used controls. Customizing these shortcuts can improve workflow efficiency.

Essential Tools and Brushes
Procreate offers a wide variety of tools and brushes that cater to different artistic styles. Learning how
to utilize these effectively is a key part of this beginners guide to procreate.

Brush Library
The brush library contains numerous preset brushes organized into categories such as sketching,
inking, painting, and textures. Users can modify existing brushes or create custom brushes to suit
their needs.

Smudge, Erase, and Fill Tools
Besides brushes, Procreate includes smudge and eraser tools for refining artwork. The fill tool allows
quick application of color to selected areas, enhancing coloring efficiency.



Color Selection
Procreate’s color picker provides multiple methods for selecting colors, including RGB sliders, color
wheels, palettes, and harmony tools. Saving custom palettes supports consistent color schemes
across projects.

Creating Your First Artwork
This section guides users through the process of starting and completing a simple drawing using
Procreate’s fundamental features.

Sketching the Outline
Begin by selecting a suitable sketching brush and lightly drawing the basic shapes or outlines of the
intended artwork. Using layers during this stage helps separate the sketch from the final line work.

Inking and Line Work
After the sketch, switch to an inking brush with a steady stroke for clean lines. Adjusting brush size
and pressure sensitivity settings enhances precision and quality.

Coloring and Shading
Apply base colors on separate layers beneath the line art. Utilize shading techniques such as blending
and opacity adjustments to add depth and dimension to the artwork.

Adding Details and Highlights
Details and highlights bring life to the illustration. Use smaller brushes and lighter colors to emphasize
textures and light sources effectively.

Advanced Features for Beginners
Once familiar with basic functions, exploring Procreate’s advanced features can significantly enhance
creativity and productivity.

Layer Management
Layers enable complex compositions and non-destructive editing. Features include grouping, locking,
opacity adjustments, and blending modes, allowing for versatile artistic effects.



Selection and Transform Tools
Selection tools help isolate areas for editing without affecting the entire artwork. The transform tool
allows resizing, rotating, and distorting selected elements with precision.

Animation Assist
Procreate includes an Animation Assist feature that enables frame-by-frame animation creation. This
tool is beginner-friendly and supports simple animated projects.

Tips for Optimizing Your Workflow
Maximizing efficiency and maintaining an organized creative process is essential when working
digitally. The following tips improve overall workflow within Procreate.

Customizing Gesture Controls
Procreate supports customizable gestures for common actions like undo, redo, and zoom. Setting up
gestures tailored to personal preferences can save time and enhance comfort.

Utilizing QuickMenu
The QuickMenu allows users to assign shortcuts to frequently used tools and commands, accessible
via a simple tap or hold gesture, reducing the need to navigate menus.

Backing Up Artwork Regularly
To safeguard creative work, regularly exporting and backing up Procreate files to cloud storage or
external drives is recommended. This practice prevents data loss due to accidental deletion or device
failure.

Exploring Tutorials and Community Resources
Engaging with tutorials and Procreate user communities offers valuable insights and inspiration. Many
resources are available to help beginners expand their skills and discover new techniques.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is Procreate and why is it popular among beginners?
Procreate is a powerful and intuitive digital painting app designed for iPad. It is popular among
beginners due to its user-friendly interface, extensive brush library, and affordable one-time purchase
price.

Do I need an iPad to use Procreate?
Yes, Procreate is exclusively available for iPad and is optimized for use with the Apple Pencil to
provide a natural drawing experience.

What are the basic tools a beginner should know in
Procreate?
Beginners should familiarize themselves with the brush tool, eraser, layers panel, color picker, and
selection tools to get started with digital drawing in Procreate.

How do layers work in Procreate for beginners?
Layers in Procreate allow you to separate different elements of your artwork, making it easier to edit,
move, or erase parts without affecting the entire image. You can add, delete, merge, and adjust the
opacity of layers.

Can beginners use Procreate without an Apple Pencil?
Yes, beginners can use Procreate with their fingers, but using an Apple Pencil provides more
precision, pressure sensitivity, and a more natural drawing experience.

Is there a way to undo mistakes easily in Procreate?
Yes, Procreate allows you to undo mistakes by tapping with two fingers on the screen or using the
undo button, making it easy to correct errors while drawing.

Where can beginners find tutorials and resources to learn
Procreate?
Beginners can find tutorials on YouTube, Procreate's official website, online courses on platforms like
Skillshare, and various art communities and forums dedicated to Procreate users.

How do I export my artwork from Procreate?
You can export your artwork by tapping the Actions menu (wrench icon), selecting 'Share,' and
choosing the desired file format such as PNG, JPEG, PSD, or PDF to save or share your work.

What are some tips for beginners to improve their skills in



Procreate?
Practice regularly, experiment with different brushes and settings, use layers effectively, study
tutorials, and start with simple projects to gradually build confidence and proficiency in Procreate.

Additional Resources
1. Procreate for Beginners: A Step-by-Step Guide to Digital Art
This book introduces new users to the basics of Procreate, covering everything from setting up the
app to creating your first digital artwork. It includes easy-to-follow tutorials, tips on using brushes,
layers, and color palettes, as well as troubleshooting common issues. Perfect for beginners looking to
build confidence in digital drawing.

2. Mastering Procreate: Essential Techniques for New Artists
Designed for novices, this guide dives into fundamental Procreate tools and techniques that help
transform simple sketches into polished pieces. Readers will learn about brush customization, layer
management, and exporting artwork. The book also provides creative exercises to develop skills
progressively.

3. Digital Art Made Easy: Procreate Basics for Beginners
This beginner-friendly book breaks down the Procreate interface and tools with clear explanations and
visuals. It guides readers through projects such as character design, landscapes, and lettering. With
practical advice and project ideas, it encourages artistic experimentation and growth.

4. Procreate Pocket for Beginners: Create Art on the Go
Focusing on the mobile version of Procreate, this book helps beginners make the most of Procreate
Pocket’s features. It explains how to use gestures, brushes, and layers effectively on a smaller screen.
Ideal for artists who want to draw and paint wherever they are.

5. Brush Up Your Skills: Procreate Techniques for New Users
This guide emphasizes mastering Procreate’s brush system to enhance digital artwork. Beginners
learn how to select, modify, and create custom brushes tailored to their style. The book also covers
blending modes and texture effects to add depth to illustrations.

6. First Steps in Procreate: A Creative Journey for Beginners
Aimed at absolute beginners, this book combines technical tutorials with creative inspiration. Readers
explore the app’s core features through fun projects like digital portraits and abstract designs. It
encourages developing a personal style while learning essential digital art skills.

7. Procreate Fundamentals: Your Beginner’s Handbook
This handbook serves as a comprehensive introduction to Procreate’s interface, tools, and workflows.
It includes detailed chapters on color theory, composition, and digital painting techniques. The
readable format makes it a great reference for those starting their digital art journey.

8. Sketch, Paint, Create: Procreate for New Artists
Focusing on the creative process, this book guides beginners from initial sketching to final digital
paintings. It highlights useful shortcuts, layer functions, and brush settings to streamline workflow.
With step-by-step projects, readers gain confidence in using Procreate’s powerful features.

9. The Beginner’s Guide to Procreate Animation



This unique title introduces beginners to the animation capabilities within Procreate. It explains frame-
by-frame animation techniques, onion skinning, and exporting animated files. Ideal for artists eager to
expand their skill set beyond static illustrations.
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