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BARRY GOLDWATER, A FIVE-TERM U.S. SENATOR FROM ARIZONA, IS OFTEN RECOGNIZED AS A PIVOTAL FIGURE IN AMERICAN
CONSERVATISM. HIS INFLUENTIAL BOOK, THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE, PUBLISHED IN 1960, IS REGARDED AS A
MANIFESTO THAT HELPED SHAPE THE IDEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE MODERN CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE LIFE AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF BARRY GOLDWATER, THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF HIS IDEAS, AND THE
LASTING IMPACT OF HIS WORK ON AMERICAN POLITICS.

EARLY LIFE AND PoLiTICAL RISE

BARRY MORRIS GOLDWATER WAS BORN ON JANUARY 2, 1909, IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA. COMING FROM A PROMINENT FAMILY
INVOLVED IN THE LOCAL RETAIL BUSINESS, HE DEVELOPED AN INTEREST IN POLITICS AND PUBLIC SERVICE FROM A YOUNG AGE. HE
ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA BUT LEFT TO JOIN THE U.S. ARMY AIR CoRrPS DURING W/ ORLD W AR II, WHERE HE
SERVED AS A PILOT.

AFTER THE WAR, GOLDWATER RETURNED TO ARIZONA AND BECAME MORE POLITICALLY ACTIVE. HE WAS ELECTED TO THE
PHoeNIx CITy CounciL IN 1949 AND THEN TO THE U.S. SENATE IN 1952, HIS EARLY SENATORIAL CAREER WAS MARKED BY A
COMMITMENT TO TRADITIONAL REPUBLICAN VALUES, LIMITED GOVERNMENT, AND A STAUNCH ANTI-COMMUNIST STANCE.

THe PusLICATION ofF THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE

IN 1960, GoLbWATER PUBLISHED THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE, A BOOK THAT ENCAPSULATED HIS POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHY AND SERVED AS A CLARION CALL FOR CONSERVATIVES. THE BOOK WAS NOT JUST A REFLECTION OF HIS PERSONAL
BELIEFS; IT ALSO ARTICULATED THE FRUSTRATIONS OF MANY AMERICANS WHO FELT ALIENATED BY THE PREVAILING LIBERALISM
OF THE TIME.

COoRE PHILOSOPHIES

IN THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE/ GOLDWATER OUTLINED SEVERAL KEY PRINCIPLES THAT DEFINED HIS POLITICAL
IDEOLOGY:

1. INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY: GOLDWATER EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL FREEDOM AND THE BELIEF THAT
GOVERNMENT SHOULD NOT INTERFERE EXCESSIVELY IN THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS.

2. LiIMITED GOVERNMENT: HE ARGUED FOR A SMALLER FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, ADVOCATING FOR A RETURN TO STATES'
RIGHTS AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE. GOLDWATER BELIEVED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD OVERSTEPPED ITS
BOUNDS AND THAT MANY ISSUES COULD BE BETTER ADDRESSED AT THE STATE OR LOCAL LEVEL.

3. FRee MARKET ECONOMICS: GOLDWATER WAS A PROPONENT OF CAPITALISM AND FREE ENTERPRISE. HE BELIEVED THAT
ECONOMIC FREEDOM WAS ESSENTIAL TO INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY AND THAT GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION OFTEN LED TO
INEFFICIENCIES AND CORRUPTION.

4. NATIONAL Derense: W/ 1TH THE CoLD W/ AR AS A BACKDROP, GOLDWATER WAS AN ARDENT SUPPORTER OF A STRONG
NATIONAL DEFENSE. HE ADVOCATED FOR MILITARY PREPAREDNESS AND A ROBUST FOREIGN POLICY TO COUNTER THE
THREAT OF COMMUNISM.

5. MORALITY AND VALUES: GOLDWATER ALSO EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF MORAL VALUES IN SOCIETY, ARGUING
THAT A SUCCESSFUL SOCIETY IS BUILT ON A FOUNDATION OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY AND ETHICAL BEHAVIOR.



HisToricAL CONTEXT: THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT

THE 1960S WERE A TUMULTUOUS TIME IN AMERICAN HISTORY, MARKED BY CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS, ANTI-WAR PROTESTS,
AND A GROWING DISTRUST IN GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WAS GRAPPLING WITH ITS IDENTITY, TORN
BETWEEN TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVES, MODERATES, AND THE EMERGING LIBERTARIAN FACTION.

GOLDWATER’S IDEAS RESONATED WITH A SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION THAT FELT DISILLUSIONED BY THE LIBERAL POLICIES OF

PRESIDENT JoHN F. KENNEDY AND THE NEW DEAL LEGACY. HIS STAUNCH OPPOSITION TO COMMUNISM AND HIS ADVOCACY FOR
CONSERVATIVE VALUES STRUCK A CHORD WITH VOTERS WHO WERE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DIRECTION OF THE NATION.

GoLDWATER'S 1964 PresiDeNTIAL CAMPAIGN

GOLDWATER'S POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY GAINED NATIONAL ATTENTION WHEN HE RAN FOR THE PRESIDENCY IN 1964. His
CAMPAIGN WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A RETURN TO THE CORE PRINCIPLES HE OUTLINED IN THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE.
HE FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES, INCLUDING AN INTENSE PRIMARY BATTLE AGAINST MORE MODERATE CANDIDATES AND A
GENERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE INCUMBENT, L YNDON B.JOHNSON.

Key CAMPAIGN THEMES

DURING HIS CAMPAIGN, GOLDWATER FOCUSED ON SEVERAL KEY THEMES:
® ResTORING CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES: GOLDWATER CALLED FOR A RETURN TO THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF THE
CONSTITUTION, ADVOCATING FOR LIMITED GOVERNMENT AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.

¢ OPPOSITION TO THE GREAT SOCIETY: HE CRITICIZED JOHNSON'S GREAT SOCIETY PROGRAMS, ARGUING THAT THEY
EXPANDED THE GOVERNMENT’S ROLE IN A WAY THAT UNDERMINED PERSONAL FREEDOM.

o MILITARY STRENGTH: GOLDWATER EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR MILITARY PREPAREDNESS AND A STRONG DEFENSE POLICY,
POSITIONING HIMSELF AS A TOUGH OPPONENT OF COMMUNISM.

DESPITE HIS EFFORTS, GOLDWATER LOST THE ELECTION IN A LANDSLIDE TOJOHNSON/ SECURING ONLY 3850/0 OF THE POPULAR
VOTE. THE DEFEAT WAS A SETBACK FOR THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT, BUT IT DID NOT DIMINISH GOLDWATER’S INFLUENCE.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE ON CONSERVATISM

WHILE GOLDWATER’S PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN DID NOT SUCCEED, HIS IDEAS LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE FUTURE OF THE
REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT IN AMERICA. HIS PHILOSOPHY INSPIRED A GENERATION OF
CONSERVATIVE LEADERS AND ACTIVISTS, INCLUDING RoNALD REAGAN, WHO WOULD GO ON TO IMPLEMENT MANY OF THE
PRINCIPLES GOLDWATER CHAMPIONED.

EMERGENCE OF THE NEW RIGHT

IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING GOLDWATER'S CAMPAIGN, A NEW WAVE OF CONSERVATISM BEGAN TO EMERGE. T HE RISE OF THE NEW
RIGHT IN THE 1970s AND 1980s wAS CHARACTERIZED BY:



1. GRASSROOTS MOBILIZATION: ACTIVIST ORGANIZATIONS BEGAN TO MOBILIZE GRASSROOTS SUPPORT FOR
CONSERVATIVE CAUSES, UTILIZING DIRECT MAIL, TELEPHONE CAMPAIGNS, AND OTHER INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES.

2. ReLiGious CONSERVATISM: THE MORAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES THAT GOLDWATER ADDRESSED FOUND RESONANCE WITH
RELIGIOUS CONSERVATIVES, LEADING TO A COALITION THAT WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE REPUBLICAN POLITICS.

3. EconoMic CONSERVATISM: THE PRINCIPLES OF FREE MARKETS AND LIMITED GOVERNMENT THAT GOLDWATER CHAMPIONED
BECAME CENTRAL TENETS OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY UNDER REAGAN.

THe ENDURING RELEVANCE OF GOLDWATER'S IDEAS

GoLDWATER'S THE CoNSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT WORK IN THE CANON OF AMERICAN POLITICAL
LITERATURE. |TS THEMES CONTINUE TO RESONATE WITH CONTEMPORARY CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT, PARTICULARLY IN
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GOVERNMENT SPENDING, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, AND FOREIGN POLICY.

IN RECENT YEARS, DEBATES WITHIN THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OVER THE DIRECTION OF CONSERVATISM—BETWEEN
TRADITIONALISTS, LIBERTARIANS, AND POPULISTS—REFLECT THE ONGOING RELEVANCE OF GOLDWATER’S IDEAS. His
ADVOCACY FOR A PRINCIPLED, IDEOLOGICAL CONSERVATISM SERVES AS BOTH A GUIDE AND A CHALLENGE FOR CURRENT AND
FUTURE GENERATIONS OF CONSERVATIVES.

CoNCLUSION

BARRY GOLDWATER'S THE CoNSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE IS MORE THAN JUST A BOOK; IT IS A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT THAT
ENCAPSULATES THE IDEALS OF A MOVEMENT. BY ADVOCATING FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, LIMITED GOVERNMENT, AND MORAL
VALUES, GOLDWATER ESTABLISHED A FRAMEWORK THAT CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE AMERICAN POLITICS TODAY. HIS LEGACY IS
A TESTAMENT TO THE ENDURING POWER OF IDEAS AND THE IMPORTANCE OF PRINCIPLED LEADERSHIP IN SHAPING THE FUTURE OF A
NATION. AS AMERICA NAVIGATES ITS COMPLEX POLITICAL LANDSCAPE, THE LESSONS FROM GOLDWATER'S LIFE AND WORK
REMAIN EVER PERTINENT.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

WHO wWAS BARRY GOLDWATER AND WHY IS HE SIGNIFICANT IN AMERICAN POLITICS?

BARRY GOLDWATER WAS A U.S. SENATOR FROM ARIZONA AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S NOMINEE FOR PRESIDENT IN 1964.
HE IS SIGNIFICANT FOR HIS ROLE IN SHAPING MODERN CONSERVATIVE IDEOLOGY AND FOR HIS INFLUENCE ON THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY.

WHAT I1s ‘THe Consclence oF A CONSERVATIVE' ABOUT?

"THe ConscCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE' IS A BOOK PUBLISHED BY BARRY GOLDWATER IN 1960, OUTLINING HIS POLITICAL
PHILOSOPHY, ADVOCATING FOR LIMITED GOVERNMENT, INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, AND A STRONG NATIONAL DEFENSE.

How oib ‘THE CoNscIENCE oF A CONSERVATIVE' INFLUENCE THE CONSERVATIVE
MOVEMENT?

THE BOOK SERVED AS A MANIFESTO FOR THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT, INSPIRING A GENERATION OF CONSERVATIVES AND
LAYING THE GROUNDWORK FOR THE RISE OF FIGURES LIKE RONALD REAGAN IN THE 1980s.



WHAT ARE SOME KEY THEMES DISCUSSED IN GOLDWATER'S BOOK?

KEY THEMES INCLUDE THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL FREEDOM, THE DANGERS OF GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION IN THE ECONOMY,,
AND A STAUNCH OPPOSITION TO COMMUNISM AND COLLECTIVISM.

How pID BARRY GOLDWATER'S VIEWS DIFFER FROM MAINSTREAM REPUBLICAN BELIEFS
AT THE TIME?

GOLDWATER'S VIEWS WERE MORE LIBERTARIAN AND LESS INTERVENTIONIST COMPARED TO THE MODERATE REPUBLICAN
ESTABLISHMENT, FOCUSING ON MINIMAL GOVERNMENT AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY RATHER THAN COMPROMISE.

WHAT WAS THE PUBLIC REACTION TO GOLDWATER'S PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN IN
1964»

GOLDWATER'S CAMPAIGN FACED SIGNIFICANT BACKLASH, AS HIS HARDLINE CONSERVATIVE POSITIONS WERE SEEN AS EXTREME,
LEADING TO A LANDSLIDE DEFEAT AGAINST LYNDON B. JOHNSON.

WHAT LEGACY DID GOLDWATER LEAVE BEHIND AFTER HIS POLITICAL CAREER?

GOLDWATER'S LEGACY INCLUDES INFLUENCING CONSERVATIVE THOUGHT AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY'S DIRECTION, WITH HIS
IDEAS CONTINUING TO RESONATE IN MODERN CONSERVATIVE POLITICS.

IN WHAT WAYS DID ' THE CoNscIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE' ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF
CIVIL RIGHTS?

WHILE GOLDWATER SUPPORTED INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES, HE OPPOSED THE CivIL RiGHTS AcT oF 1964 ON THE GROUNDS OF
FEDERAL OVERREACH, ARGUING IT VIOLATED STATES' RIGHTS, WHICH SPARKED CONTROVERSY.

How 1s ‘THeE ConscleNce oF A CONSERVATIVE' VIEWED IN CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL
DISCOURSE?

THE BOOK IS OFTEN REFERENCED IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF CONSERVATISM, AND ITS IDEAS
CONTINUE TO BE DEBATED AMONG CONSERVATIVES REGARDING THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT AND INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS.
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