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The Baptist Faith and Message is a vital document that outlines the core beliefs and practices of the
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). It serves as a statement of faith that reflects the theological
positions of Baptists and provides guidance for individual believers and congregations. This study
guide aims to facilitate a deeper understanding of the Baptist Faith and Message, exploring its
historical context, key doctrines, and practical implications for church life and personal faith.

Historical Context

The Baptist Faith and Message has evolved through various revisions since its initial adoption in 1925.
Each revision reflects the changing cultural and theological landscape of the times while remaining
rooted in scripture. Understanding this historical context is crucial for comprehending its significance
today.

Origins and Development

1. 1925 Version: The initial document was created to provide a clear articulation of Baptist beliefs in
response to modernist theological trends that questioned traditional doctrines.

2. 1963 Revision: The second version aimed to address contemporary issues facing the church, such
as the social gospel and the role of the church in society.

3. 2000 Revision: The most recent update reinforced traditional Baptist doctrines and clarified
positions on issues such as the authority of Scripture and the sanctity of life.

Importance of the Document

The Baptist Faith and Message serves several important functions:

- Unity: It fosters unity among Southern Baptists by providing a common framework for beliefs.
- Identity: It helps define what it means to be a Baptist, distinguishing Baptist beliefs from other
Christian denominations.

- Guidance: It offers direction for churches in matters of doctrine, ethics, and ministry.

Core Doctrines of the Baptist Faith and Message

The Baptist Faith and Message encompasses several key doctrines that are foundational to the faith
of Southern Baptists. These core beliefs are categorized into sections that address various aspects of
theology.



Scripture

- Authority of Scripture: The document asserts that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and serves
as the ultimate authority for faith and practice.

- Inerrancy: It emphasizes that Scripture is without error in its original manuscripts and is reliable in
all matters it addresses.

God

- The Trinity: The Baptist Faith and Message affirms the belief in one God who exists in three persons:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

- God’s Sovereignty: It acknowledges God's sovereignty over all creation and His active role in the
world.

Jesus Christ

- Incarnation: The document states that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, fully divine and fully human.
- Atonement: It affirms that Christ's death on the cross provides the means for humanity's
reconciliation with God.

Salvation

- Grace through Faith: Salvation is presented as a gift from God, received through faith in Jesus Christ.
- Repentance: The necessity of repentance from sin is highlighted as an integral part of the salvation
experience.

The Church

- Autonomy of the Local Church: Each church is self-governing, with the freedom to make decisions
based on its understanding of Scripture.

- Baptism and the Lord's Supper: These ordinances are recognized as essential practices that
symbolize a believer's faith and commitment to Christ.

Last Things

- Return of Christ: The document affirms the belief in the second coming of Christ, when He will return
to judge the living and the dead.

- Eternal State: It states that believers will enjoy eternal life with God, while those who reject Christ
will face eternal separation.



Practical Implications for Church Life

The beliefs outlined in the Baptist Faith and Message have practical implications for the life of the
church and its members. Understanding these applications can help believers live out their faith more
effectively.

Doctrinal Teaching

- Sunday School and Bible Studies: Churches can use the Baptist Faith and Message as a curriculum
framework, ensuring that teaching aligns with core beliefs.

- Preaching: Pastors can reference the document to guide their sermons, ensuring that they remain
faithful to Baptist doctrine.

Church Governance

- Congregational Involvement: The autonomy of local churches encourages congregational
participation in decision-making processes, reflecting Baptist values of democracy and accountability.
- Leadership: Church leaders are called to uphold the tenets of the Baptist Faith and Message,
providing sound doctrine and moral integrity.

Mission and Outreach

- Evangelism: The belief in salvation through Christ compels churches to engage in evangelism and
outreach, fulfilling the Great Commission.

- Social Responsibility: The document encourages churches to address social issues while maintaining
a biblical worldview, promoting justice and compassion.

Studying the Baptist Faith and Message

To gain a deeper understanding of the Baptist Faith and Message, individuals and groups can engage
in various study methods:

Bible Study Groups

- Discussion: Form small groups to discuss each section of the document, encouraging members to
share insights and questions.

- Scriptural References: Use the Scriptures referenced in the document to explore biblical foundations
for each belief.



Personal Study

- Reading: Individuals can read the document alongside the Bible, taking notes on how each doctrine
is supported by Scripture.
- Reflection: Encourage personal reflection on how the beliefs impact one's daily life and faith journey.

Workshops and Seminars

- Training Sessions: Churches can host workshops to educate members on the Baptist Faith and
Message and its significance.

- Guest Speakers: Invite theologians or pastors to lead discussions on specific topics related to the
document.

Conclusion

The Baptist Faith and Message serves as a cornerstone for understanding Baptist beliefs and practices
within the Southern Baptist Convention. By studying its contents, believers can gain clarity on
essential doctrines, strengthen their faith, and enhance their involvement in church life. Through
various methods of study and engagement, individuals and congregations can embody the teachings
of this important document, fostering unity and commitment to the mission of the church. Ultimately,
the Baptist Faith and Message not only shapes doctrinal teaching but also guides the everyday lives
of believers as they seek to follow Christ and fulfill the calling of the church in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Baptist Faith and Message?

The Baptist Faith and Message is a statement of faith that outlines the beliefs and doctrines held by
Southern Baptists. It serves as a guide for teaching and a unifying document for churches within the
Southern Baptist Convention.

How can a study guide help in understanding the Baptist
Faith and Message?

A study guide can provide structured lessons, discussion questions, and context for each article in the
Baptist Faith and Message, helping individuals and groups to deepen their understanding of Baptist
beliefs and apply them to their faith practice.

What are the key themes covered in the Baptist Faith and
Message?

Key themes include the authority of Scripture, the nature of God, salvation, the church, and the



ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper. Each theme reflects core Baptist beliefs and practices.

Is the Baptist Faith and Message updated regularly?

Yes, the Baptist Faith and Message has been revised several times, with the most recent edition
adopted in 2000. Updates reflect theological developments and cultural changes while maintaining
core Baptist principles.

What resources are available for studying the Baptist Faith
and Message?

Resources include official Southern Baptist materials, books written by theologians, online courses,
and discussion groups. Many churches also provide tailored study guides for their congregations.

Can the Baptist Faith and Message be used for personal
study?

Absolutely! Individuals can use the Baptist Faith and Message for personal study, reflection, and
spiritual growth, as it provides a comprehensive overview of Baptist doctrine and encourages deeper
engagement with Scripture.
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