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"Bad Times at the El Royale" is a 2018 neo-noir thriller directed by Drew Goddard. Set in a rundown

hotel on the California-Nevada border in the late 1960s, the film follows seven strangers, each with

secrets to hide, who arrive at the hotel on the same night. As the night unfolds, their hidden pasts and

intentions are revealed, leading to a series of shocking and suspenseful events. For parents

considering whether the film is appropriate for their children, this comprehensive guide aims to

highlight key elements that may influence their decision.

Overview of the Film

"Bad Times at the El Royale" features an ensemble cast, including Chris Hemsworth, Dakota Johnson,

Jeff Bridges, Cynthia Erivo, and others. The film is noted for its stylish cinematography, complex

narrative, and an engaging soundtrack that sets the tone for the era.

- Genre: Thriller, Mystery, Drama

- Director: Drew Goddard

- Release Year: 2018

- Rating: R (Restricted)

Plot Summary

The plot centers around a group of strangers who check into the El Royale, a once-glamorous hotel

that has seen better days. As they settle in, it becomes clear that each guest is not who they claim to

be. The film unfolds through a series of flashbacks, revealing the backstories of the main characters



and their motivations. The tension escalates as secrets are exposed, leading to a climax that

intertwines their fates.

Content Overview

Understanding the content of "Bad Times at the El Royale" is crucial for parents. The film includes

various elements that may be concerning for younger viewers.

Violence

The film contains several violent scenes that may be disturbing:

- Gun Violence: There are multiple instances of gunfire, including a significant shootout towards the

climax.

- Physical Altercations: Characters engage in fights that include choking and other forms of physical

aggression.

- Blood and Gore: Some scenes depict blood, particularly during violent confrontations.

Language

The dialogue in "Bad Times at the El Royale" includes frequent use of strong language:

- Profanity: The film features a variety of curse words, including f-bombs, and other vulgarities.

- Derogatory Terms: Certain characters use slurs or derogatory language that may be offensive.



Sexual Content

There are elements of sexual content in the film, which may not be suitable for younger audiences:

- Implied Sexual Situations: The film includes scenes that imply sexual activity or tension between

characters.

- Suggestive Themes: There are references to sexual relationships and infidelity that are integral to

character backstories.

Substance Use

"Bad Times at the El Royale" contains references to substance use:

- Alcohol Consumption: Characters are seen drinking throughout the film, with some instances of

drunkenness.

- Drug References: There are discussions about drug use, which may be concerning for younger

viewers.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Bad Times at the El Royale" are complex, each with their own struggles and moral

dilemmas. Understanding their arcs can help parents discuss the film's themes with their children.

Key Characters

- Darlene Sweet (Cynthia Erivo): A singer with a troubled past looking for redemption. She embodies

themes of hope and resilience.



- Laramie Seymour Sullivan (Jeff Bridges): An aging priest with a hidden agenda. His character raises

questions about morality and faith.

- Emily Summerspring (Dakota Johnson): A mysterious young woman whose motivations are unclear.

She embodies themes of deception and betrayal.

- Billy Lee (Chris Hemsworth): The charismatic yet sinister leader of a cult. His character explores

themes of manipulation and power.

Themes and Messages

The film explores various themes that could be discussed with older teens:

- Redemption and Forgiveness: Several characters seek redemption for their past actions, prompting

discussions about personal growth.

- Identity and Deception: The film raises questions about how people present themselves versus who

they really are.

- Morality and Consequences: Characters face the consequences of their actions, illustrating the moral

complexities of human behavior.

Parental Considerations

When deciding whether "Bad Times at the El Royale" is appropriate for their children, parents should

consider the following factors:

- Age Appropriateness: The film's R rating suggests it is not suitable for children under 17. Parents

should determine if their teens are mature enough to handle the themes and content.

- Individual Sensitivities: Consider your child's sensitivity to violence, strong language, and sexual

content. Some may find the film's graphic nature distressing.

- Discussion Opportunities: The film provides an excellent opportunity for discussions about morality,



choices, and consequences, making it suitable for mature teens who can engage critically with its

themes.

Alternative Viewing Options

If parents decide "Bad Times at the El Royale" is not suitable for their children, there are alternative

films with similar themes but less graphic content:

- Knives Out: A modern murder mystery with humor and intrigue, suitable for older teens.

- The Prestige: A psychological thriller that explores themes of deception and obsession without

excessive violence.

- Ocean's Eleven: A heist film that combines humor and clever plot twists, appropriate for family

viewing.

Conclusion

In summary, "Bad Times at the El Royale" is a thought-provoking thriller that dives deep into the

complexities of human nature, identity, and morality. While the film offers rich themes for discussion,

its graphic content, strong language, and complex character dynamics make it more suitable for

mature audiences. Parents should weigh the film's content against their child's maturity and sensitivity

to such themes when deciding whether it is appropriate for viewing. Ultimately, "Bad Times at the El

Royale" provides a cinematic experience that is both entertaining and intellectually stimulating, but it

requires careful consideration from parents before allowing younger audiences to engage with it.

Frequently Asked Questions



What age group is 'Bad Times at the El Royale' appropriate for?

The film is rated R, making it suitable for viewers aged 17 and older due to strong language, violence,

and sexual content.

Are there any significant themes in 'Bad Times at the El Royale' that

parents should be aware of?

Yes, the film explores themes of deception, identity, and moral ambiguity, which may be complex for

younger viewers.

Does 'Bad Times at the El Royale' contain any graphic violence?

Yes, the film includes scenes of violence that may be disturbing to some viewers, including gunfights

and physical confrontations.

Is there sexual content in 'Bad Times at the El Royale'?

Yes, the film features instances of sexual content, including suggestive scenes, which may not be

suitable for younger audiences.

How is the language in 'Bad Times at the El Royale'?

The film contains strong and frequent profanity, which is a consideration for parents regarding younger

viewers.

Are there any drug-related themes in 'Bad Times at the El Royale'?

Yes, the film includes references to drug use, which may be a concern for parents.

What is the overall tone of 'Bad Times at the El Royale'?

The film has a dark and suspenseful tone, with elements of mystery and thriller that may not be

suitable for all viewers.



Can parents find any positive messages in 'Bad Times at the El

Royale'?

While the film is primarily dark, it does touch on themes of redemption and the struggle between good

and evil, which can provide discussion points for families.

Bad Times At The El Royale Parents Guide

Bad Times At The El Royale Parents Guide

Related Articles
basic korean phrases with audio
basketball youth practice plan
bait of satan by john bevere

Back to Home

https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-08/bad-times-at-the-el-royale-parents-guide.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-08/basic-korean-phrases-with-audio.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-08/basketball-youth-practice-plan.pdf
https://www.sensei.study/archive-ga-23-08/bait-of-satan-by-john-bevere.pdf
https://www.sensei.study

