
bachelors degree in surgical technology
Bachelor's degree in surgical technology is an increasingly valuable educational path for
individuals looking to advance in the healthcare field, particularly in surgical settings. As the demand
for skilled surgical technologists continues to grow, pursuing a bachelor’s degree provides a robust
foundation of knowledge and skills that can enhance career opportunities and earning potential. This
article will delve into the significance of a bachelor's degree in surgical technology, the curriculum
involved, career prospects, and the pathway to enrolling in such a program.

Understanding Surgical Technology

Surgical technologists, often referred to as scrub techs or operating room technicians, play a crucial
role in the operating room. They are responsible for ensuring that the surgical environment is safe,
sterile, and efficient. Duties include:

- Preparing the operating room for surgery
- Sterilizing and organizing surgical instruments
- Assisting surgeons during procedures
- Monitoring the patient's vital signs
- Ensuring the availability of necessary supplies

A bachelor's degree in surgical technology builds on the foundational knowledge gained in an
associate degree program, offering advanced training and specialized skills that are critical in today's
complex healthcare landscape.

Importance of a Bachelor's Degree in Surgical
Technology

While many surgical technologists begin their careers with an associate degree, obtaining a
bachelor's degree can significantly enhance their professional prospects. Here are several reasons
why pursuing a bachelor's degree in surgical technology is beneficial:

1. Advanced Knowledge and Skills

A bachelor's program covers a broader range of topics compared to an associate degree. Students
can expect to study:

- Advanced surgical procedures and techniques
- Surgical pharmacology
- Anatomy and physiology
- Patient care management
- Leadership and management in healthcare settings



This comprehensive curriculum equips graduates with the critical thinking and problem-solving skills
necessary for more complex surgical environments.

2. Increased Career Opportunities

Holding a bachelor’s degree can open doors to a variety of career paths, including:

- Surgical technologist supervisor or manager
- Educator or trainer for surgical technology programs
- Roles in healthcare administration
- Specialty surgical technologist in areas such as cardiovascular or orthopedic surgery

Many employers prefer or require a bachelor’s degree for advanced positions, making it a valuable
asset in the job market.

3. Higher Earning Potential

Statistics indicate that individuals with a bachelor's degree in surgical technology tend to earn higher
salaries than those with only an associate degree. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS), surgical technologists earn a median salary of around $49,000 annually, but those with
advanced degrees and certifications can expect higher compensation.

4. Leadership and Management Skills

A bachelor's degree program often includes coursework in healthcare management and leadership.
This training is crucial for those looking to take on supervisory roles or manage surgical departments,
ensuring that they are well-prepared to lead teams and improve operational efficiency.

Curriculum Overview

The curriculum for a bachelor’s degree in surgical technology typically spans four years and includes
general education courses along with specialized surgical technology classes. Below is a breakdown of
common coursework:

General Education Courses

Students may be required to complete courses in:

- English Composition
- Mathematics
- Psychology



- Sociology
- Communication Skills

These courses provide a well-rounded education and enhance critical thinking and interpersonal skills.

Core Surgical Technology Courses

Core courses in a bachelor's degree program often include:

- Introduction to Surgical Technology
- Surgical Procedures and Techniques
- Surgical Instrumentation
- Infection Control and Sterilization
- Anesthesia and Pain Management
- Surgical Pathophysiology
- Clinical Experience/Internship

Hands-on clinical experience is an essential component, allowing students to apply their knowledge in
real-world surgical settings under the supervision of experienced professionals.

Admission Requirements

To enroll in a bachelor's degree program in surgical technology, prospective students typically need
to meet the following requirements:

1. High School Diploma or GED: A foundational requirement for any college program.
2. Prerequisite Courses: Some programs may require completion of specific science or math courses.
3. SAT/ACT Scores: Depending on the institution, standardized test scores may be needed.
4. Application Process: Submission of an application, which may include essays and letters of
recommendation.
5. Interview: Some programs may require an interview as part of the admissions process.

Accreditation and Certification

When selecting a bachelor’s degree program in surgical technology, it is crucial to ensure that the
program is accredited. Accreditation is important for several reasons:

- It ensures that the program meets industry standards.
- It can affect eligibility for financial aid.
- Graduates from accredited programs are often preferred by employers.

Additionally, many states require surgical technologists to obtain certification after completing their
degree. The National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) offers the
Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) credential, which can enhance a graduate's employability and
professional standing.



Career Outlook

The job outlook for surgical technologists is promising, with the BLS projecting a 7% growth in
employment from 2021 to 2031, which is faster than the average for all occupations. This growth can
be attributed to several factors:

- An aging population requiring more surgical procedures
- Advancements in medical technology leading to new surgical techniques
- A growing emphasis on patient safety and quality of care in healthcare settings

Potential Work Environments

Graduates with a bachelor's degree in surgical technology can find employment in various settings,
including:

- Hospitals
- Outpatient surgical centers
- Specialty clinics
- Educational institutions
- Military medical facilities

Conclusion

A bachelor's degree in surgical technology is a vital stepping stone for those seeking to advance their
careers in the healthcare field. With a comprehensive curriculum, increased job opportunities, and the
potential for higher earnings, this degree offers significant advantages in a competitive job market. As
surgical technology continues to evolve, individuals equipped with advanced education and skills will
be well-positioned to meet the demands of modern healthcare environments. For anyone considering
a career in surgical technology, pursuing a bachelor's degree is a strategic choice that can lead to a
fulfilling and impactful career.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a bachelor's degree in surgical technology?
A bachelor's degree in surgical technology is an advanced educational program that prepares
students to assist in surgical procedures, manage surgical instruments, and ensure a sterile
environment in the operating room.

What are the key benefits of obtaining a bachelor's degree in
surgical technology?
The key benefits include enhanced job opportunities, higher earning potential, advanced clinical skills,



and eligibility for leadership roles within surgical teams.

What courses are typically included in a bachelor's degree
program in surgical technology?
Courses usually include anatomy and physiology, surgical procedures, microbiology, pharmacology,
patient care techniques, and surgical instrumentation.

What is the difference between an associate's degree and a
bachelor's degree in surgical technology?
An associate's degree typically focuses on core surgical technology skills and takes about two years
to complete, while a bachelor's degree includes advanced coursework, leadership training, and may
take four years.

What certifications can I obtain after earning a bachelor's
degree in surgical technology?
Graduates can pursue certifications such as the Certified Surgical Technologist (CST) from the
National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) or the Tech in Surgery -
Certified (TS-C) credential.

What job opportunities are available with a bachelor's degree
in surgical technology?
Job opportunities include surgical technologist, surgical first assistant, operating room manager, and
educator in surgical technology programs.

Can I pursue a master's degree after completing a bachelor's
in surgical technology?
Yes, graduates can pursue a master's degree in related fields such as healthcare administration,
education, or advanced practice roles in surgical technology.

What skills are essential for success in a surgical technology
program?
Essential skills include attention to detail, strong communication, teamwork, critical thinking, and the
ability to work under pressure in a fast-paced environment.

Is there a demand for surgical technologists with a bachelor's
degree?
Yes, there is a growing demand for surgical technologists, especially those with advanced degrees, as
healthcare facilities seek skilled professionals to support complex surgical procedures.
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