aztec account of the conquest of
mexico

Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico provides a fascinating glimpse into
one of history's most significant events. The conquest of Mexico, led by
Spanish conquistador Herndn Cortés in the early 16th century, marked the fall
of the powerful Aztec Empire and the beginning of Spanish colonial rule.
Understanding the Aztec perspective on this tumultuous period sheds light on
their culture, beliefs, and the profound impact of European colonization.
This article will delve into the Aztec accounts of the conquest, offering
insights into their experiences, reactions, and the resulting changes to
their society.

Historical Context of the Aztec Empire

Before exploring the Aztec accounts of the conquest, it's essential to
understand the background of the Aztec Empire.

The Rise of the Aztec Empire

The Aztecs, known as the Mexica, established a powerful civilization in
Central Mexico during the 14th century. By the early 16th century, they had
built a formidable empire that encompassed a vast territory and a diverse
populace. Key aspects of their society included:

e Religion: The Aztecs practiced polytheism, worshipping numerous gods,
with rituals often involving human sacrifices.

e Economy: They developed a complex economy based on agriculture, trade,
and tribute from conquered tribes.

» Society: The Aztec society was hierarchical, with a ruling class,
priests, merchants, artisans, and farmers.

Pre-Conquest Relations

In the years leading up to the Spanish arrival, the Aztecs engaged in a
series of military campaigns to expand their territory and consolidate power.
This expansion fostered relationships with various surrounding tribes, often
characterized by conflict and tribute demands. However, some tribes became



allies, seeing an opportunity to resist the growing power of the Aztecs.

The Arrival of the Spanish

In 1519, Hernan Cortés arrived on the coast of Mexico, marking the beginning
of a confrontation between the Aztecs and Spanish forces. The initial
encounters between the two cultures were marked by curiosity and
miscommunication.

First Encounters

Cortés and his men were initially welcomed by the Aztecs due to their
advanced weaponry and the belief that they might be divine figures. Notably,
the Aztecs had been anticipating the return of the god Quetzalcoatl, and
Cortés, with his fair skin and beard, was mistakenly identified by some as
the prophesized god.

The Role of Malinche

A crucial figure in the conquest was La Malinche (or Malintzin), an
indigenous woman who served as an interpreter and advisor to Cortés. Her
ability to communicate in both Nahuatl and Spanish allowed for negotiations
and facilitated alliances with other indigenous groups who were discontent
with Aztec rule. The perspectives of the Aztecs regarding her role varied, as
she was seen by some as a traitor and by others as a victim of circumstance.

Aztec Accounts of the Conquest

The Aztec perspective on the conquest can be gleaned from various sources,
including codices, oral traditions, and accounts recorded by Spanish
missionaries. These narratives reveal the complexity of their experiences and
the emotional turmoil that accompanied the invasion.

Codices and Oral Traditions

The Aztecs recorded their history in pictorial codices, some of which provide
accounts of the conquest. These documents typically illustrate key events,
such as battles, the arrival of the Spanish, and the eventual fall of
Tenochtitlan.

Key elements of these accounts include:



e The Vision of Doom: Many Aztecs interpreted the arrival of the Spanish
as a sign of impending doom, influenced by their religious beliefs.

e Descriptions of Battles: Aztec accounts often depict the ferocity of
battles and the unexpected tactics employed by the Spanish, such as the
use of horses and firearms.

e The Siege of Tenochtitlan: Narratives describe the prolonged siege that
ultimately led to the city's fall in 1521, highlighting the resilience
of the Aztec warriors.

Emotional Reactions

The Aztec reaction to the conquest ranged from confusion to despair. Many
felt betrayed by their leaders, who had initially welcomed the Spaniards. The
subsequent violence and loss of life during battles deeply affected the Aztec
populace.

Key emotional reactions included:
1. Fear and Anxiety: The sudden shift in power dynamics created widespread
fear among the Aztecs, who were unprepared for the full-scale conflict.
2. Despair: The loss of their religious and political leaders, coupled with
the devastation of their cities, led to a profound sense of
hopelessness.
3. Resistance: Despite the overwhelming odds, many Aztecs fought valiantly

to resist Spanish rule, demonstrating their determination to protect
their culture and land.

The Aftermath of the Conquest

The conquest of Mexico resulted in significant changes for the Aztec people,
leading to the collapse of their empire and the establishment of Spanish
colonial rule.

Loss of Life and Culture

The arrival of the Spanish brought about devastating consequences, including:



e Diseases: European diseases such as smallpox decimated the indigenous
population, leading to loss of life on an unprecedented scale.

e Destruction of Cities: Major cities like Tenochtitlan were destroyed,
and temples were desecrated as the Spanish imposed their culture and
religion.

e Suppression of Traditions: The Spanish sought to eradicate indigenous
beliefs and practices, leading to a profound cultural transformation.

Legacy of the Aztec Perspective

The Aztec accounts of the conquest continue to resonate today, influencing
contemporary discussions about colonization, cultural identity, and
historical memory. These narratives serve as a reminder of the complexities
of history and the importance of understanding multiple perspectives.

Conclusion

The Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico provides a rich and nuanced
understanding of one of history's pivotal moments. By exploring the Aztec
perspective, we gain insight into their resilience and the profound impact of
European colonization on indigenous cultures. As we reflect on this history,
it becomes clear that the voices of the past continue to shape our present,
reminding us of the importance of empathy and understanding in our global
society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico?

The Aztec account of the conquest of Mexico refers to the historical
narratives and records created by the Aztecs, particularly those detailing
the events of the Spanish conquest led by Hernan Cortés in the early 16th
century. These accounts often highlight the cultural and political impact of
the conquest from the Aztec perspective.

How do Aztec accounts differ from Spanish accounts
of the conquest?

Aztec accounts often emphasize the resistance and struggles of the Aztec



people, portraying their leaders as heroic figures, while Spanish accounts
typically focus on the conquest as a successful military campaign and often
downplay the violence and devastation inflicted upon the indigenous
population.

What primary sources provide insight into the Aztec
perspective of the conquest?

Key primary sources include the 'Florentine Codex,' written by the Franciscan
friar Bernardino de Sahagun, which contains Nahuatl accounts of the conquest,
and the writings of indigenous historians like Tezozomoc and Ixtlilxochitl,
who recorded their peoples' histories.

What role did Moctezuma II play in the Aztec account
of the conquest?

Moctezuma II, the last Aztec emperor, is often depicted in Aztec accounts as
a tragic figure caught between his people's traditions and the overwhelming
forces of the Spanish invaders. His decisions and responses to Cortés are
analyzed as pivotal moments that influenced the outcome of the conquest.

How do modern historians interpret the Aztec
accounts of the conquest?

Modern historians analyze Aztec accounts to understand the complexities of
indigenous responses to European colonization, the significance of cultural
narratives in shaping historical memory, and the ways in which these accounts
reflect the broader socio-political dynamics of the time.

What themes are commonly found in the Aztec accounts
of the conquest?

Common themes include betrayal, prophecy, the clash of civilizations, the
role of gods and religion, and the impact of disease, which is often
portrayed as a significant factor in the downfall of the Aztec Empire.

How do Aztec accounts reflect their worldview and
cultural beliefs?

Aztec accounts reflect their worldview by incorporating elements of
mythology, spirituality, and the importance of honor and warfare. They often
interpret events through the lens of fate and divine intervention, which were
central to Aztec culture.

What impact did the conquest have on the



preservation of Aztec narratives?

The conquest led to significant disruptions in indigenous societies, but it
also spurred efforts to document and preserve Aztec narratives. Post-
conquest, some Aztecs and their descendants sought to record their history
and experiences to ensure their legacy and cultural identity were not
forgotten.
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