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AWS Security Specialty Exam Guide

The AWS Certified Security - Specialty exam is designed for individuals who wish to validate their
knowledge and skills in securing the AWS platform. This certification is crucial for roles that involve
managing and implementing security controls and best practices on AWS. This guide will provide you
with an overview of the exam structure, key topics, preparation strategies, and resources to help you
succeed.

Understanding the AWS Security Specialty Exam

The AWS Security Specialty exam is an advanced-level certification that focuses on security in the
AWS cloud environment. It is intended for individuals who have a deep understanding of AWS security
services and best practices.

Exam Overview

- Duration: The exam lasts for 170 minutes.

- Format: It consists of multiple-choice and multiple-response questions.

- Cost: The registration fee is generally around $300, but it may vary by region.

- Passing Score: The passing score is not publicly disclosed, but it is typically around 750 out of 1000.

Target Audience

This certification is ideal for:

- Security engineers and architects.

- AWS developers with security-focused roles.

- Individuals in compliance and risk management roles.

- Professionals responsible for securing AWS environments.

Exam Domains

The AWS Security Specialty exam covers several key domains, each contributing to the overall
security posture of an organization utilizing AWS services. Understanding these domains is crucial for
proper exam preparation.

e Domain 1: Incident Response



o Understanding incident response processes.
o Implementing incident response solutions in AWS.

o Using AWS services to detect and respond to incidents.

e Domain 2: Logging and Monitoring
o Implementing AWS CloudTrail and Amazon CloudWatch.
o Configuring logging services and monitoring solutions.

o Understanding security monitoring and alerting.

e Domain 3: Infrastructure Security
o Implementing AWS security best practices.
o Understanding network security controls in AWS.

o Managing security groups and network access control lists (ACLs).

e Domain 4: Identity and Access Management
o Implementing IAM policies and roles.
o Understanding AWS Organizations and service control policies.

o Managing user permissions and access controls.

e Domain 5: Data Protection
o Understanding data encryption methods and tools in AWS.
o Implementing data protection strategies.

o Managing AWS Key Management Service (KMS).

e Domain 6: Compliance and Governance

o Understanding compliance frameworks and regulations.



o Implementing governance in AWS environments.

o Using AWS services for compliance auditing.

Preparation Strategies

To successfully pass the AWS Certified Security - Specialty exam, you need a structured approach to
your preparation. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Understand the Exam Blueprint

Familiarize yourself with the AWS exam guide and the specific domains that will be covered. This will
help you allocate your study time effectively based on the weight of each domain.

2. Hands-On Experience

Practical experience is invaluable. Set up your AWS account and practice using different AWS services
related to security:

- Configure IAM roles and policies.
- Set up CloudTrail and CloudWatch for logging and monitoring.
- Experiment with data encryption using KMS.

3. Study Resources

Utilize a variety of study materials:

- AWS Whitepapers: Read AWS security whitepapers, such as the AWS Security Best Practices and the
AWS Well-Architected Framework.

- AWS Documentation: The official AWS documentation is a great source for in-depth knowledge of
services.

- Online Courses: Consider enrolling in courses on platforms like Coursera, Udemy, or A Cloud Guru,
which offer specialized training for the AWS Security Specialty exam.

4. Join Study Groups

Engaging with others who are preparing for the exam can enhance your understanding. Participate in
online forums, discussion groups, or local meetups focused on AWS security.



5. Practice Exams

Taking practice exams can help you gauge your readiness. Look for reputable resources that offer
practice questions similar to what you will encounter on the actual exam.

Key AWS Security Services to Focus On

Focusing on specific AWS services that are integral to security can provide a solid foundation for the
exam. Here are some key services to study:

1. AWS Identity and Access Management (IAM)
o Understand roles, policies, and permissions.

o Grasp how IAM integrates with other AWS services.

2. AWS Key Management Service (KMS)
o Learn about symmetric and asymmetric key management.

o Understand how to implement encryption at rest and in transit.

3. AWS CloudTrail
o Know how to enable and configure CloudTrail.

o Understand the significance of logging API calls.

4. AWS Config
o Learn about resource configuration tracking.

o Understand compliance checking capabilities.

5. AWS Security Hub
o Understand how Security Hub aggregates security findings.

o Learn about integration with other AWS security services.



Conclusion

Preparing for the AWS Certified Security - Specialty exam requires a comprehensive approach that
combines theoretical knowledge, practical experience, and familiarity with AWS security services. By
understanding the exam structure, focusing on key domains, and utilizing a variety of study
resources, you can enhance your chances of success. Remember, security is a continuous journey,
and obtaining this certification not only validates your skills but also enhances your professional
credibility in the cloud security domain. Good luck on your journey to becoming an AWS Certified
Security Professional!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the AWS Certified Security -
Specialty exam?

The primary purpose of the AWS Certified Security - Specialty exam is to validate an individual's
expertise in securing AWS platforms and services, including the ability to implement security controls
and manage compliance.

What are the key domains tested in the AWS Security
Specialty exam?

The key domains tested in the AWS Security Specialty exam include Incident Response, Logging and
Monitoring, Infrastructure Security, Identity and Access Management, and Data Protection.

What is the recommended experience level for candidates
taking the AWS Security Specialty exam?

Candidates are recommended to have at least five years of IT security experience with a focus on
securing AWS environments, alongside familiarity with cloud security best practices.

How many questions are typically included in the AWS
Security Specialty exam?

The AWS Security Specialty exam typically includes 65 multiple-choice and multiple-response
questions.

What is the passing score for the AWS Security Specialty



exam?

The passing score for the AWS Security Specialty exam is generally around 750 out of 1000, but this
may vary slightly depending on the specific exam version.

What resources are recommended for preparing for the AWS
Security Specialty exam?

Recommended resources include the official AWS Security Specialty exam guide, AWS whitepapers,
AWS training courses, and hands-on practice with AWS security services.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the AWS Security
Specialty exam?

While there are no formal prerequisites, it is highly recommended to have an AWS Certified Solutions
Architect - Associate or AWS Certified Security - Specialty credential before attempting the exam.

What types of questions can candidates expect in the AWS
Security Specialty exam?

Candidates can expect a mix of scenario-based questions, best practices, and technical questions that
test their knowledge of AWS security services and concepts.

How often is the AWS Security Specialty exam updated?

AWS periodically updates the Security Specialty exam to reflect new services, features, and best
practices, typically on a yearly basis.

Is there a retake policy for the AWS Security Specialty exam?

Yes, if a candidate does not pass the AWS Security Specialty exam, they must wait 14 days before
retaking it. There are no limits to the number of attempts, but candidates should prepare thoroughly
before retrying.
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