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The AWS Certified Developer – Associate certification is one of the most
sought-after credentials in the cloud computing industry. It validates the
skills and knowledge required to develop and maintain applications on the
Amazon Web Services (AWS) platform. This study guide aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of the certification process, key topics to focus on,
and effective study strategies to help you prepare for the exam.

Understanding the AWS Certified Developer
Certification

The AWS Certified Developer certification is designed for individuals who
have experience in developing and maintaining applications on AWS. This
certification demonstrates a candidate's ability to:

- Write code for serverless applications
- Understand core AWS services, uses, and basic AWS architecture best
practices
- Develop and deploy applications using AWS services
- Use AWS SDKs to interact with services from your applications

Exam Overview

Before diving into the study material, it is essential to understand the exam
structure:

- Format: Multiple choice and multiple response
- Number of Questions: 65
- Time: 130 minutes
- Passing Score: 720 out of 1000
- Cost: $150 USD

Exam Content Outline

The exam is divided into several domains, each accounting for a percentage of
the total questions:

1. Deployment (22%)
2. Security (26%)
3. Development with AWS Services (30%)



4. Refactoring (10%)
5. Monitoring and Troubleshooting (12%)

Key Topics to Study

To effectively prepare for the AWS Certified Developer exam, it's crucial to
focus on the following key topics:

1. Deployment

Understanding how to deploy applications on AWS is vital. Key areas to focus
on include:

- AWS Elastic Beanstalk
- AWS CloudFormation
- AWS CodeDeploy
- AWS CodePipeline

Make sure you are familiar with the deployment processes and how to leverage
these services to automate application deployment.

2. Security

Security is paramount in cloud computing. Focus on:

- IAM (Identity and Access Management) policies and roles
- AWS Key Management Service (KMS)
- Data encryption (at rest and in transit)
- AWS Certificate Manager (ACM)

Understanding AWS security best practices will be essential for passing the
exam.

3. Development with AWS Services

You should have hands-on experience with the following services:

- AWS Lambda
- Amazon API Gateway
- Amazon DynamoDB
- Amazon S3
- Amazon SNS and SQS



Understanding how to interact with these services programmatically using AWS
SDKs (e.g., Boto3 for Python, AWS SDK for Java) is crucial.

4. Refactoring

This domain covers the ability to optimize and improve existing applications.
Key concepts include:

- Microservices architecture
- Serverless application models
- Application design patterns

Familiarize yourself with how to refactor traditional applications to
leverage AWS services effectively.

5. Monitoring and Troubleshooting

Monitoring and troubleshooting are essential for maintaining application
performance. Focus on:

- Amazon CloudWatch
- AWS X-Ray
- AWS CloudTrail
- Logging and monitoring best practices

Understanding how to use these tools to monitor application health and
troubleshoot issues will be beneficial.

Effective Study Strategies

To maximize your study efforts, consider the following strategies:

1. Hands-On Practice

One of the most effective ways to prepare for the exam is through hands-on
practice. Set up an AWS account and explore the various services mentioned in
the exam content outline. Create sample applications, deploy them, and
troubleshoot issues to gain practical experience.

2. Online Training Courses



There are numerous online platforms offering training courses specifically
tailored for the AWS Certified Developer certification. Some popular ones
include:

- AWS Training and Certification: The official AWS training offers a range of
courses for developers.
- Udemy: Look for highly-rated courses on AWS development.
- A Cloud Guru: Provides a variety of courses and hands-on labs.

Choose courses that include quizzes and practice exams to test your knowledge
as you progress.

3. Study Guides and Books

Investing in a good study guide or textbook can provide structured content
and insights into the exam. Some recommended resources include:

- AWS Certified Developer – Associate Guide by Nick Alteen
- AWS Certified Developer – Associate 2020 by Jon Bonso

These books often come with practice questions, ensuring you are ready for
the exam format.

4. Practice Exams

Taking practice exams is one of the best ways to prepare for the AWS
Certified Developer exam. These exams simulate the actual test environment
and help you gauge your readiness. Websites like Whizlabs, ExamPro, and AWS's
own practice exams can provide valuable insights into your preparation level.

5. Join Study Groups and Forums

Engaging with others preparing for the same certification can provide
motivation and support. Online forums such as Reddit’s AWS community,
LinkedIn groups, and study groups on platforms like Discord can offer
valuable resources, tips, and shared experiences.

6. Create a Study Plan

Develop a study plan that outlines your preparation schedule. Consider the
following when creating your plan:

- Timeframe: Allocate specific weeks or months based on your availability.



- Topics: Break down the exam content outline into manageable sections.
- Resources: List the study materials you plan to use.

Consistency is key, so make sure to stick to your plan and adjust as
necessary.

Final Tips

As you prepare for the AWS Certified Developer exam, keep the following tips
in mind:

- Stay Updated: AWS services frequently update, so ensure your study
materials are current.
- Focus on Real-World Applications: Understand how various AWS services are
used in real-world scenarios.
- Networking: Connect with other AWS professionals to gain insights and tips.

Conclusion

Achieving the AWS Certified Developer certification can significantly enhance
your career in cloud computing. By following this study guide, focusing on
key topics, and employing effective study strategies, you can prepare
yourself to succeed on the exam. Remember, hands-on experience and continuous
learning are vital in mastering AWS development. Good luck on your journey to
becoming an AWS Certified Developer!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the AWS Certified
Developer exam?
The primary purpose of the AWS Certified Developer exam is to validate the
candidate's ability to develop and maintain applications on the AWS platform,
demonstrating proficiency in core AWS services, architecture best practices,
and leveraging AWS SDKs.

What topics should I focus on when studying for the
AWS Certified Developer exam?
Key topics to focus on include AWS core services (like Lambda, S3, DynamoDB),
application development and deployment on AWS, security best practices, AWS
CLI and SDKs, and integration with DevOps tools.



How can I effectively use the AWS Certified
Developer Study Guide?
To effectively use the AWS Certified Developer Study Guide, combine it with
hands-on practice using AWS services, review the exam objectives, take
practice exams, and participate in study groups or forums for collaborative
learning.

Are there any recommended resources or tools to help
with AWS Certified Developer exam preparation?
Recommended resources include the official AWS training courses, AWS
whitepapers, online platforms like A Cloud Guru or Coursera, and practice
exams from sites like Whizlabs or ExamPro.

What is the format of the AWS Certified Developer
exam?
The AWS Certified Developer exam consists of multiple-choice and multiple-
response questions, typically lasting 130 minutes, and covers a range of
topics related to AWS development and operations.
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