ave verum corpus mozart lyrics

ave verum corpus mozart lyrics is a phrase that resonates deeply within the world of sacred
choral music, particularly among enthusiasts of classical compositions. This short motet, composed
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart in 1791, stands as one of the most celebrated musical settings of the
traditional Latin Eucharistic hymn "Ave verum corpus." The piece combines profound theological
significance with the exquisite simplicity of Mozart’s melodic genius, making it a staple in both
liturgical and concert repertoires. Understanding the lyrics of "Ave verum corpus" as set by Mozart
provides insight into the devotional nature of the text and its role in the Catholic Mass. This article
explores the historical background of the motet, the Latin lyrics and their English translation, the
theological meaning behind the words, and how Mozart’s composition enhances the spiritual
message. Additionally, practical information about performing the piece and its lasting impact on
choral music is discussed.
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Historical Background of Ave Verum Corpus Mozart
Lyrics

The "Ave verum corpus" text dates back to the 14th century and is attributed to Pope Innocent VI. It
was originally written as a Eucharistic hymn to be sung during the feast of Corpus Christi, a
celebration of the body of Christ in the Catholic tradition. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composed his
motet setting of "Ave verum corpus" in June 1791, just a few months before his untimely death. The
piece was written for the feast day of Corpus Christi at the collegiate church of St. Stephan in
Baden, Austria, where Mozart’s friend Anton Stoll was the choir director. This composition is notable
for its brevity, lasting only about three minutes, yet it conveys profound reverence and solemnity
through its harmonic richness and melodic clarity.

Context of Composition

Mozart’s "Ave verum corpus" was composed during a particularly productive period of his life,
despite his declining health. The motet’s simplicity and sincere devotional character contrast with
some of his more complex operatic works, reflecting a spiritual intimacy. It is scored for choir and
strings, with organ accompaniment, enhancing the sacred atmosphere. The piece quickly became
popular within church services and remains an essential part of choral repertoire worldwide.



The Latin Text and English Translation

The lyrics of "Ave verum corpus" are succinct yet meaningful, encapsulating key Christian beliefs
about the Eucharist. The Latin text used in Mozart’s motet remains faithful to the traditional hymn,
emphasizing the real presence of Christ in the sacrament. Below is the complete Latin text followed
by a standard English translation for better understanding.

Latin Lyrics

Ave verum corpus, natum
ex Maria Virgine,

vere passum, immolatum
in cruce pro homine;
cuius latus perforatum
fluxit aqua et sanguine:
esto nobis preegustatum

in mortis examine.

English Translation

Hail, true Body, born

of the Virgin Mary,

who truly suffered, sacrificed
on the cross for mankind;
from whose pierced side
flowed water and blood:

be for us a foretaste

in the trial of death.



Theological Significance of the Lyrics

The "Ave verum corpus" text is rich in Eucharistic theology, capturing the core beliefs about Christ’s
sacrifice and presence in the sacrament. The lyrics reflect the doctrine of transubstantiation, the
belief that the bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ during Mass. This
hymn is a meditation on the mystery of Christ’s incarnation, suffering, and redemption.

Key Themes in the Text

e Incarnation: The phrase "born of the Virgin Mary" highlights the divine mystery of God
becoming human.

e Suffering and Sacrifice: The words "truly suffered, sacrificed on the cross" recall the
Passion of Christ, central to Christian salvation.

e The Pierced Side: Reference to "water and blood" flowing from Christ’s side symbolizes
baptism and the Eucharist.

* Foretaste of Death: The petition "be for us a foretaste in the trial of death" expresses hope
for eternal life through the sacrament.

Mozart’s Musical Setting and Interpretation

Mozart’s setting of "Ave verum corpus” is a masterful example of classical sacred music, combining
simplicity with profound emotional depth. The motet is scored for SATB choir accompanied by
strings and organ, creating a warm, reverent sound that supports the text’s devotional tone.
Mozart’s melodic lines are smooth and lyrical, while the harmonic progressions evoke a sense of
calm and spiritual reflection.

Musical Characteristics

e Melody: The vocal lines are predominantly homophonic, emphasizing the clarity of the text.
e Harmony: Rich, yet simple harmonies underscore the solemnity of the words.

e Texture: The texture is mostly chordal, allowing the congregation or listeners to focus on the
sacred text.

e Duration: The short length of the piece enhances its meditative quality.



Performance and Usage in Religious Contexts

"Ave verum corpus" is frequently performed in both liturgical and concert settings. Its concise
length and devotional nature make it ideal for Eucharistic adoration, communion services, and
special feast days such as Corpus Christi. Choirs of varying sizes and skill levels often include this
motet in their repertoire due to its accessibility and emotional impact.

Practical Considerations for Performance

¢ Vocal Arrangement: Typically performed by a four-part choir (SATB), sometimes with
soloists.

e Accompaniment: String quartet or small string ensemble with organ accompaniment is
standard.

e Tempo and Expression: A slow, deliberate tempo is preferred to highlight the reverence of
the text.

e Language: Performed in the original Latin to preserve the sacred tradition, though
translations may be used in some contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the lyrics of Mozart's ‘Ave Verum Corpus'?

The lyrics of Mozart's 'Ave Verum Corpus' are a Latin Eucharistic hymn beginning with 'Ave verum
corpus natum de Maria Virgine, vere passum, immolatum in cruce pro homine.'

What is the meaning of the lyrics in 'Ave Verum Corpus' by
Mozart?

The lyrics praise the true body of Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, who suffered and was sacrificed on
the cross for humanity, asking for mercy and a blessed death.

Who wrote the original ‘Ave Verum Corpus' text used in
Mozart's motet?

The original 'Ave Verum Corpus' text is a traditional Latin Eucharistic hymn dating back to the 14th
century, and Mozart set it to music in 1791.

Are Mozart's 'Ave Verum Corpus' lyrics in Latin or another



language?

Mozart's 'Ave Verum Corpus' lyrics are in Latin, following the traditional Catholic hymn text.

Where can I find the full lyrics of ‘Ave Verum Corpus' by
Mozart?

The full lyrics can be found in many classical music resources online, hymnals, or music scores that
include Mozart's 'Ave Verum Corpus' motet.

How do the lyrics of ‘Ave Verum Corpus' reflect the religious
themes in Mozart's composition?

The lyrics focus on the Eucharist and Christ's sacrifice, themes of devotion and reverence that
Mozart's serene and solemn music beautifully expresses.

Additional Resources

1. "Ave Verum Corpus: The History and Meaning of Mozart's Sacred Masterpiece"

This book delves into the origins and significance of Mozart's "Ave Verum Corpus," exploring its
place within the broader tradition of Eucharistic hymns. It provides historical context about the text
and music, explaining how Mozart's setting reflects theological themes. Readers gain insight into the
liturgical use and enduring influence of this short but profound motet.

2. "Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus: A Study of the Lyrics and Their Theological Depth"

Focusing primarily on the lyrics of "Ave Verum Corpus," this book offers a detailed analysis of the
Latin text and its theological implications. It examines the scriptural roots of the words and how they
express key Catholic doctrines, such as the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. The book also
discusses the emotional and spiritual impact of the lyrics when paired with Mozart’s music.

3. "The Sacred Texts Behind Mozart's Ave Verum Corpus"

This volume explores the liturgical and historical background of the "Ave Verum Corpus" text. It
traces the hymn's development from early medieval origins to its adaptation by Mozart in the
classical era. The book provides translations and commentary on the lyrics, helping readers
appreciate the devotional nature of the piece.

4. "Mozart and the Divine: Interpreting Ave Verum Corpus"

Examining Mozart’s relationship with sacred music, this book highlights "Ave Verum Corpus" as a
key example of his spiritual expression. It discusses how the lyrics and music work together to evoke
a sense of reverence and mystery. The author also situates the piece within Mozart’s broader output
of religious compositions.

5. "Ave Verum Corpus: Latin Hymns in the Classical Era"

This book presents an overview of Latin hymns used in the classical music period, with a special
focus on Mozart’s setting of "Ave Verum Corpus." It explores the textual origins, poetic structure,
and linguistic nuances of the lyrics. Readers learn about the hymn’s role in worship and its
adaptation by various composers.



6. "The Lyrics of Ave Verum Corpus: Translation, Interpretation, and Musical Setting"

Providing a line-by-line translation of the lyrics, this book offers an in-depth interpretation of the
text’s meaning. It discusses how Mozart’s musical choices enhance the emotional and spiritual
messages of the lyrics. The book is ideal for those interested in both the linguistic and musical
aspects of the motet.

7. "Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus: A Liturgical and Musical Analysis"

This analytical work explores both the liturgical function of the "Ave Verum Corpus" text and
Mozart’s musical treatment of it. It provides insights into the structure of the lyrics and how they
correspond to the composition’s form. The book also examines performance practices and the
piece’s reception over time.

8. "Sacred Lyrics and Classical Music: The Case of Ave Verum Corpus"

This book looks at the intersection of sacred texts and classical composition through the example of
Mozart’s "Ave Verum Corpus." It discusses how the lyrics have inspired composers and how
Mozart’s interpretation stands out. The author also reflects on the role of sacred lyrics in shaping
classical music traditions.

9. "From Text to Music: The Journey of Ave Verum Corpus in Mozart’s Hands"

Tracing the transformation of the "Ave Verum Corpus" text into a musical masterpiece, this book
focuses on Mozart's creative process. It explores the challenges and choices involved in setting
sacred lyrics to music. Readers gain an appreciation for how Mozart’s composition brings the lyrics
to life in a profound and moving way.
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