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Aura by Carlos Fuentes is a fascinating novella that delves into themes of identity, memory, and the
supernatural. First published in 1962, this work blends elements of magic realism with a rich narrative
style that challenges the reader's perception of reality. Fuentes, a central figure in 20th-century Mexican
literature, uses Aura to explore the complexities of human existence and the intricate ties between the past
and the present. This article will provide an in-depth analysis of Aura, discussing its plot, characters,
themes, style, and its critical reception.

Plot Summary

At the heart of Aura is the story of Felipe Montero, a young historian who comes across an intriguing
advertisement in a Mexican newspaper. The ad calls for someone to take over the unpublished memoirs of
a deceased author, Felipe's long-time obsession. Driven by curiosity and the promise of intellectual
fulfillment, Montero visits the home of the enigmatic Aura, the widow of the author.

Upon entering the dimly lit apartment, Montero is struck by the peculiar atmosphere that envelops the
space. The apartment is cluttered with old books, photographs, and artifacts, giving it a timeless feel. As he
begins to read the memoirs, Montero becomes increasingly drawn into Aura's world, which blurs the lines
between reality and fantasy.

As the narrative unfolds, Montero discovers that Aura is not just a mere subject of his research but a living
embodiment of the past. The plot thickens with supernatural elements, as time and space seem to warp
around him, leading to an eerie and mesmerizing experience. This journey into Aura's life reveals deeper
truths about love, loss, and the nature of existence.

Character Analysis

Aura features a limited but deeply complex cast of characters that contribute to the novella's rich thematic
tapestry.

Felipe Montero

Felipe Montero, the protagonist, is a young historian whose intellectual curiosity drives the narrative. He is
characterized by:



- His obsession with the past, particularly with the life and works of the deceased author.
- A sense of loneliness and longing for connection, which draws him to Aura.
- A gradual transformation as he becomes more enmeshed in Aura's world, reflecting the novella's
exploration of identity.

As he navigates the complexities of his relationship with Aura, Montero undergoes a metamorphosis that
challenges his understanding of reality.

Aura

Aura is a compelling and mysterious character whose presence dominates the novella. Key aspects of her
character include:

- Her ethereal beauty and enigmatic nature, which captivate Montero and the reader alike.
- A strong connection to the past, as she embodies both the memories and the unresolved issues of her late
husband.
- A duality that blurs the line between life and death, reflecting themes of resurrection and eternal love.

Aura's character serves as a catalyst for Montero's transformation and an exploration of the intertwining of
past and present.

Thematic Exploration

Aura is rich with themes that resonate on multiple levels, making it a profound exploration of human
experience.

Identity and Memory

One of the central themes of Aura is the exploration of identity and the role of memory in shaping who we
are. Fuentes delves into how memories can be both comforting and haunting:

- The characters' lives are steeped in nostalgia, reflecting a longing for a past that can never be fully
reclaimed.
- Montero's journey into Aura's world forces him to confront his own identity and the memories that
define him.
- The intertwining of their identities raises questions about the nature of selfhood and the influence of the
past on the present.



Love and Loss

Another significant theme is the complexity of love and the pain of loss. The relationship between Montero
and Aura encapsulates:

- The idea of unfulfilled love, as Montero is drawn to Aura yet remains distant from her true essence.
- The haunting presence of the deceased husband, who continues to linger in Aura's life, illustrating how
love can transcend death.
- The novella suggests that love is inextricably linked to memory, and the ghosts of past relationships shape
current emotional landscapes.

Reality and the Supernatural

Fuentes masterfully weaves elements of magic realism into Aura, creating a narrative that challenges the
boundaries of reality:

- The apartment itself serves as a liminal space where time seems to collapse, allowing for the coexistence
of past and present.
- The supernatural occurrences throughout the novella heighten the sense of mystery and blurred reality.
- Fuentes invites readers to question the nature of existence and the interplay between the tangible and
the ethereal.

Stylistic Features

Carlos Fuentes employs a unique narrative style in Aura that enhances the reader's experience and
deepens the thematic impact.

First-Person Narrative

The novella is primarily written in the first person, allowing readers to experience Montero's thoughts and
emotions intimately. This perspective:

- Creates a sense of immediacy and urgency, drawing readers into Montero's journey.
- Allows for a subjective interpretation of events, highlighting the theme of memory and the personal
nature of experience.



Descriptive Language

Fuentes's use of vivid and evocative language paints a rich picture of the characters and settings. Key
elements include:

- Detailed descriptions of Aura's apartment, which evoke a sense of mystery and timelessness.
- Symbolic imagery that reinforces the novella's themes, such as mirrors and shadows representing
reflection and duality.

Symbolism

Throughout Aura, Fuentes employs potent symbols that enrich the narrative:

- Mirrors symbolize self-reflection and the duality of identity, as characters confront their past selves.
- The color green, prominently associated with Aura, represents life, regeneration, and the supernatural.

Critical Reception

Aura has garnered significant critical acclaim since its publication, establishing Fuentes as a prominent voice
in Latin American literature. Key points of reception include:

- Critics have praised the novella for its innovative narrative structure and thematic depth, considering it a
hallmark of magic realism.
- The work has been analyzed in the context of postmodern literature, highlighting its exploration of
identity and the fluidity of time.
- Fuentes's ability to evoke emotion and provoke thought has solidified Aura as a classic, often included in
academic syllabi and literary discussions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Aura by Carlos Fuentes is a masterful exploration of identity, memory, love, and the
supernatural. Through the captivating story of Felipe Montero and the enigmatic Aura, Fuentes invites
readers to reflect on the complexities of human existence. The novella’s rich themes, complex characters,
and innovative narrative style make it a timeless piece of literature that continues to resonate with readers
and scholars alike. As we navigate our own lives, Aura serves as a reminder of the intricate ties between
the past and present, and the enduring power of memory in shaping our identities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Aura' by Carlos Fuentes?
The main theme of 'Aura' revolves around the intersection of reality and illusion, exploring identity,
memory, and the supernatural within the context of history and personal relationships.

Who is the protagonist in 'Aura' and what is her journey?
The protagonist in 'Aura' is Felipe Montero, a young historian who becomes entangled in the mysterious
life of Aura, a woman he encounters while responding to an ad for a job. His journey involves unraveling
the secrets of Aura's past and the eerie atmosphere of her home.

How does Carlos Fuentes use the setting to enhance the narrative in
'Aura'?
Carlos Fuentes uses the setting of a decaying, gothic apartment in Mexico City to create a haunting
atmosphere that reflects the themes of decay, memory, and the passage of time, which are central to the
narrative.

What literary techniques are prominent in 'Aura'?
Prominent literary techniques in 'Aura' include the use of circular narrative structure, second-person
perspective, and rich symbolism, all of which contribute to the novel's dreamlike quality and complex
exploration of identity.

How does 'Aura' reflect the cultural and historical context of Mexico?
'Aura' reflects the cultural and historical context of Mexico through its exploration of themes such as
colonialism, the interplay between the past and present, and the significance of memory in shaping national
identity.

What is the significance of the title 'Aura'?
The title 'Aura' signifies the atmosphere or essence surrounding a person or place, and in the novel, it
encapsulates the mysterious, enchanting quality of the protagonist and her home, as well as the broader
themes of perception and reality.
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