
audrey hepburn and marilyn monroe

Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe are two of the most iconic figures in the history of cinema,
representing not just the golden age of Hollywood but also embodying divergent ideals of femininity and
stardom. Both actresses captured the hearts of millions and left an indelible mark on popular culture. While
they are often compared and contrasted, their lives and careers reflect a rich tapestry of talent, beauty, and
resilience. This article delves into their backgrounds, careers, personal lives, and the legacies they left
behind.

Backgrounds and Early Life

Audrey Hepburn

Audrey Hepburn was born on May 4, 1929, in Brussels, Belgium. Her early life was marked by the tumult
of World War II, during which she and her family faced significant hardships. After the war, she moved to
London to pursue a career in dance and acting. Hepburn's background as a ballet dancer at the Royal
Academy of Dance helped her develop poise and elegance, which would become her trademark.

- Family: Her parents, Baroness Ella van Heemstra and Joseph Victor Anthony Hepburn-Ruston, had a
tumultuous relationship, with her father abandoning the family when she was young.
- Education: After the war, she studied in Amsterdam and later in London, where she honed her
performing skills.

Marilyn Monroe

Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Mortenson on June 1, 1926, in Los Angeles, California. Monroe’s
childhood was fraught with instability, as she spent much of her early life in foster care and orphanages.
Despite her turbulent beginnings, she emerged as one of the most recognizable faces in Hollywood.

- Family: Monroe had a troubled relationship with her mother, Gladys, who struggled with mental health
issues. This instability shaped her adult life and relationships.
- Early Career: She began her career as a model, quickly transitioning into film with her first significant
role in "The Asphalt Jungle" (1950).



Career Highlights

Audrey Hepburn's Career

Audrey Hepburn's acting career took off in the early 1950s. She became known for her roles in films that
combined charm, grace, and a touch of vulnerability.

- Breakthrough Roles:
- "Roman Holiday" (1953) – Hepburn won an Academy Award for Best Actress for her role as Princess
Ann, a runaway royal.
- "Breakfast at Tiffany's" (1961) – This film solidified her status as a fashion icon, showcasing her unique
style and elegance.
- "My Fair Lady" (1964) – Hepburn’s performance as Eliza Doolittle showcased her singing and acting
talents, although her singing was dubbed.

- Other Notable Films:
- "Sabrina" (1954)
- "Funny Face" (1957)
- "The Nun's Story" (1960)

Hepburn's films often portrayed strong yet vulnerable women, and her performances were marked by a
naturalism that resonated with audiences.

Marilyn Monroe's Career

Marilyn Monroe's rise to fame was meteoric, characterized by her breathy voice, captivating smile, and
undeniable screen presence. She became the embodiment of the "blonde bombshell" archetype.

- Breakthrough Roles:
- "Gentlemen Prefer Blondes" (1953) – Monroe's performance as Lorelei Lee featured the unforgettable
song "Diamonds Are a Girl's Best Friend."
- "Some Like It Hot" (1959) – This comedy classic showcased her comedic talent and earned her widespread
acclaim.
- "The Seven Year Itch" (1955) – The famous scene of Monroe standing over a subway grate became an
iconic image in film history.

- Other Notable Films:
- "How to Marry a Millionaire" (1953)
- "The Misfits" (1961) – Monroe's performance in this film is often regarded as one of her best, revealing



her depth as an actress.

Monroe's career was marked by her struggles with typecasting and personal challenges, yet she managed
to leave a lasting impact on the film industry.

Personal Lives and Struggles

Audrey Hepburn's Personal Life

Audrey Hepburn's personal life was marked by her humanitarian efforts and her dedication to her family.
After achieving fame, she faced numerous personal challenges.

- Marriages: Hepburn was married twice, first to Mel Ferrer and later to Andrea Dotti. Both marriages
ended in divorce, and she had two sons, Sean and Luca.
- Humanitarian Work: In her later years, Hepburn became a UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador, dedicating
herself to humanitarian causes, particularly for children in war-torn countries.

Despite her glamorous image, Hepburn faced struggles with self-esteem and body image, often feeling
overshadowed by her contemporaries.

Marilyn Monroe's Personal Life

Marilyn Monroe's personal life was tumultuous, marked by a series of high-profile relationships and
struggles with mental health.

- Marriages: Monroe was married three times, to James Dougherty, Joe DiMaggio, and Arthur Miller, all of
which ended in divorce. Her relationships often made headlines and reflected her quest for stability.
- Mental Health: Monroe faced significant challenges with anxiety and depression, often exacerbated by the
pressures of fame. Her battles with substance abuse were well-documented, and she sought therapy
throughout her life.

Monroe's tragic death in 1962 at the age of 36 shocked the world and contributed to her legacy as a symbol
of both glamour and vulnerability.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

Audrey Hepburn's Legacy

Audrey Hepburn is celebrated not only for her cinematic achievements but also for her humanitarian
work. Her timeless elegance and style continue to influence fashion and beauty standards today.

- Fashion Icon: Hepburn's partnership with designer Hubert de Givenchy resulted in some of the most
iconic looks in film history. Her style remains influential, often emulated by modern designers and
celebrities.
- Humanitarian Influence: Hepburn's commitment to humanitarian causes has inspired many to engage in
similar efforts. Her legacy lives on through various charities and foundations established in her name.

Marilyn Monroe's Legacy

Marilyn Monroe is often regarded as a cultural icon whose influence transcends the realm of film. Her
image and persona have become symbols of femininity and allure.

- Cultural Symbol: Monroe's image is ubiquitous in art, advertising, and popular culture. Her famous
photographs continue to be reproduced and referenced.
- Feminist Icon: In recent years, Monroe's life has been reassessed through a feminist lens, highlighting her
struggles against a patriarchal industry that often exploited her.

Both actresses have become subjects of countless books, documentaries, and films, ensuring that their
legacies will endure for generations.

Conclusion

Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe remain two of the most celebrated figures in film history, each
representing different facets of femininity and stardom. Hepburn's grace and humanitarian spirit contrast
with Monroe's sensuality and complexity, yet both women navigated the challenges of fame with
resilience and talent. Their contributions to cinema and culture continue to inspire and resonate with
audiences today, ensuring that their legacies will live on for years to come. As we reflect on their lives, we
are reminded of the power of art to transcend time and the enduring influence of these two remarkable
women.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main differences in the acting styles of Audrey Hepburn
and Marilyn Monroe?
Audrey Hepburn was known for her grace and sophistication, often portraying strong, independent female
characters. In contrast, Marilyn Monroe's acting style was characterized by her comedic timing and
sensuality, frequently playing the 'dumb blonde' archetype.

How did Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe influence fashion in the
1950s?
Audrey Hepburn became a style icon with her elegant and timeless wardrobe, often seen in chic, tailored
outfits. Marilyn Monroe popularized a more glamorous and sexy aesthetic, influencing trends with her
iconic curves and bold fashion choices.

Did Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe ever meet or work together?
There is no public record of Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe meeting or collaborating on any
projects during their careers, despite both being prominent figures in Hollywood during the same era.

What causes did Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe support during
their lives?
Audrey Hepburn was heavily involved in humanitarian efforts, particularly with UNICEF, advocating for
children's rights. Marilyn Monroe, while not as politically active, supported various charitable causes and
was known to be a friend of civil rights activists.

How did the personal lives of Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe
differ?
Audrey Hepburn had a more stable personal life, marked by multiple long-term relationships and a focus
on family. Marilyn Monroe, however, faced tumultuous relationships and struggles with mental health and
substance abuse.

What impact did Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe have on
feminism?
Audrey Hepburn is often viewed as a symbol of empowerment, showcasing strong female roles. Marilyn
Monroe challenged traditional gender norms through her sexual liberation, though she also faced criticism



for being objectified, sparking discussions on women's roles in society.

What are some of the most iconic films featuring Audrey Hepburn and
Marilyn Monroe?
Audrey Hepburn starred in classics like 'Breakfast at Tiffany's' and 'Roman Holiday,' while Marilyn
Monroe is best known for films such as 'Some Like It Hot' and 'Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.'

How did the careers of Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe evolve
over time?
Audrey Hepburn transitioned from film to humanitarian work later in her career, while Marilyn Monroe's
career was tragically cut short due to her untimely death, but she remains an enduring cultural icon.

What legacy do Audrey Hepburn and Marilyn Monroe leave behind
today?
Audrey Hepburn is remembered for her philanthropic efforts and timeless style, while Marilyn Monroe's
legacy includes her status as a pop culture legend and an enduring symbol of beauty and femininity in
American cinema.
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