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Attempts on Her Life is a provocative play by British playwright Martin Crimp that delves into
themes of identity, media manipulation, and the complexities of human relationships. First performed
in 1991, the play offers a unique narrative structure and a blend of surrealism and realism that
challenges audiences to reconsider the nature of storytelling and the impact of contemporary culture
on personal lives. In this article, we will explore the key elements of the play, its thematic
significance, and the innovative techniques employed by Crimp to convey his messages.

Overview of the Play

Attempts on Her Life is structured as a series of vignettes, each presenting different perspectives on a
character referred to simply as "Anne." The play is notable for its lack of a traditional plot or linear
narrative, instead opting for a fragmented approach that reflects the chaos of modern life.

Characters

The character of Anne serves as a central figure around whom the narrative revolves. However, she is
portrayed more as an idea than a fully fleshed-out character. Various voices, including her friends,
family, and media representatives, offer conflicting interpretations of her identity and existence. This
multiplicity of perspectives raises questions about authenticity and the nature of selfhood in a world
saturated with information.

Setting

The setting of Attempts on Her Life is deliberately ambiguous. Rather than a specific location, the play
takes place in a conceptual space that mirrors the disorientation experienced by the characters. This
choice enhances the feeling of alienation and confusion that permeates the narrative, emphasizing
the disconnect between individual experiences and societal perceptions.

Thematic Elements

Attempts on Her Life tackles several important themes, including:

The Fluidity of Identity: The play illustrates how identity is shaped by external factors,1.
including societal expectations, media portrayals, and interpersonal relationships. The varying
depictions of Anne highlight the idea that individuals are often defined by others rather than by
their true selves.

The Impact of Media: The play critiques media culture and its role in shaping public2.



perception. Through the various accounts of Anne's life, Crimp demonstrates how the media can
distort reality, creating a spectacle that often overshadows genuine human experience.

Existential Concerns: The fragmented structure of the play mirrors existential themes, raising3.
questions about the meaning of life and the search for authenticity in an increasingly
fragmented world.

Identity and Selfhood

In Attempts on Her Life, the character of Anne becomes a canvas upon which various narratives are
projected. Each character's description of Anne reflects their own fears, desires, and biases, leading
to a complex interplay of identities. This notion of identity as fluid rather than fixed challenges
traditional views of selfhood, inviting the audience to consider how much of their own identity is
influenced by external perceptions.

The Role of Media

Crimp's exploration of media's influence is particularly relevant in today's digital age, where social
media and 24-hour news cycles can shape public opinion and personal narratives. The play prompts
the audience to think critically about how information is consumed and disseminated, as well as the
consequences of living in a media-saturated society. The portrayal of Anne through a media lens
raises ethical questions about representation, ownership of narrative, and the responsibility of
storytellers.

Innovative Techniques

Martin Crimp employs several innovative techniques in Attempts on Her Life that contribute to its
impact:

Fragmented Structure

The non-linear, fragmented structure of the play mirrors the chaotic nature of contemporary life. By
eschewing a traditional narrative arc, Crimp allows the audience to experience the disorientation and
confusion that can accompany modern existence. This structure encourages viewers to actively
engage with the material, piecing together different perspectives and interpretations.

Intertextuality

Crimp's use of intertextual references further enriches the play's meaning. By incorporating elements
from literature, film, and popular culture, he creates a tapestry of influences that invites the audience



to draw connections between Anne's story and broader societal narratives. This intertextuality serves
to highlight the interconnectedness of human experiences and the ways in which stories shape our
understanding of the world.

Ambiguity of Language

The language in Attempts on Her Life is deliberately ambiguous, reflecting the complexities of
communication in a postmodern context. Characters often speak in vague or contradictory terms,
blurring the lines between truth and fiction. This ambiguity challenges audiences to grapple with the
limitations of language and the ways in which meaning can be manipulated or misconstrued.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its premiere, Attempts on Her Life has garnered significant critical acclaim for its bold approach
to storytelling and its exploration of contemporary themes. Critics have praised Crimp's ability to
provoke thought and challenge audiences, making the play a notable work in the canon of modern
British theater.

Influence on Contemporary Theatre

Attempts on Her Life has influenced a generation of playwrights and theater-makers, inspiring them
to experiment with form and content. Its emphasis on fragmented narratives and the exploration of
identity has paved the way for a more diverse range of storytelling in contemporary theater. Many
modern plays now incorporate similar themes, reflecting the ongoing relevance of Crimp's work.

Continued Relevance

The themes presented in Attempts on Her Life remain pertinent in today's society, where issues of
identity, media influence, and existential questioning continue to resonate. The play's interrogation of
the complexities of selfhood invites audiences to reflect on their own experiences and the ways in
which their identities are shaped by external factors.

Conclusion

Attempts on Her Life by Martin Crimp is a powerful exploration of identity, media, and the human
experience. Through its innovative structure, intertextuality, and ambiguous language, the play
challenges audiences to reconsider the nature of storytelling and the impact of contemporary culture
on individual lives. As it continues to inspire new generations of theater-makers and provoke thought
among audiences, Crimp's work remains a vital contribution to the landscape of modern drama. The
play serves as a reminder of the complexities of selfhood and the importance of questioning the
narratives that define us.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Attempts on Her Life' by Martin
Crimp?
The central theme of 'Attempts on Her Life' revolves around the fluidity of identity and the multiple
perceptions of a single character, Anne, portrayed through various narratives and perspectives that
challenge conventional storytelling.

How does Martin Crimp utilize language in 'Attempts on Her
Life'?
Martin Crimp employs fragmented and disjointed language to create a sense of disconnection and
ambiguity, reflecting the chaotic nature of contemporary life and the complexities of modern identity.

What narrative style is used in 'Attempts on Her Life'?
The narrative style in 'Attempts on Her Life' is non-linear and episodic, with a series of vignettes that
present different interpretations and scenarios involving the character Anne, allowing the audience to
piece together her identity.

What role do the various characters play in shaping the
narrative of 'Attempts on Her Life'?
The various characters in 'Attempts on Her Life' serve as different lenses through which Anne is
viewed, each providing their own interpretation and commentary on her life, thus emphasizing the
subjective nature of identity.

How does 'Attempts on Her Life' address themes of media and
society?
The play critiques the influence of media and societal expectations on personal identity, exploring
how public perception can distort reality and the impact of sensationalism on individual lives.

What is the significance of the title 'Attempts on Her Life'?
The title 'Attempts on Her Life' signifies not only literal threats to Anne's existence but also
metaphorical attempts to define and control her identity, reflecting the struggle against external
forces that seek to define who she is.

In what ways has 'Attempts on Her Life' influenced
contemporary theater?
The play has influenced contemporary theater by challenging traditional narrative structures and
character development, encouraging playwrights to explore themes of identity and perception in
innovative ways, often blurring the lines between reality and fiction.
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