ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023

ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 MARKS AN IMPORTANT ANNUAL OBSERV ANCE DEDICATED TO RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING THE
RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE, HISTORY, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS (AAPI) IN THE UNITED
STATES. THIS MONTH-LONG COMMEMORATION HIGHLIGHTS THE DIVERSE EXPERIENCES AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF ASIAN COMMUNITIES
WHILE EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE HISTORICAL CHALLENGES THEY HAVE FACED. ASIAN HisTORY MoNTH 2023
CONTINUES TO BUILD AWARENESS AROUND THE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ASIANS HAVE HAD ON AMERICAN SOCIETY, FROM EARLY
IMMIGRATION WAVES TO CONTEMPORARY CULTURAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC ADVANCEMENTS. THE OBSERVANCE ALSO
SERVES AS A PLATFORM TO ADDRESS ONGOING ISSUES SUCH AS REPRESENTATION, INCLUSION, AND COMBATING ANTI-ASIAN
DISCRIMINATION. THROUGHOUT THIS ARTICLE, THE FOCUS WILL BE ON THE ORIGINS, SIGNIFICANCE, AND KEY THEMES OF ASIAN
HisTorY MoNTH 2023, AS WELL AS NOTABLE EVENTS AND WAYS TO PARTICIPATE. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A
DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THIS IMPORTANT OBSERVANCE, ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND ITS RELEVANCE IN TODAY’S
MULTICULTURAL LANDSCAPE.

e ORIGINS AND HISTORY OF ASIAN HISTORY MONTH

o SIGNIFICANCE oF ASIAN HisTorY MoNTH 2023

Key THEMES AND Focus AREAS

NoTABLE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN 2023

W AYS TO PARTICIPATE AND PROMOTE AW ARENESS

ORIGINS AND HisTORY OF ASIAN HiIsSTORY MONTH

ASIAN HISTORY MONTH TRACES ITS ROOTS TO EFFORTS IN THE LATE 20TH CENTURY AIMED AT RECOGNIZING THE
CONTRIBUTIONS AND HISTORIES OF ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE OBSERVANCE IS
CLOSELY RELATED TO ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH, OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED IN MAY BY CoNGRess IN 1990.
ASIAN HISTORY MONTH, HOWEVER, IS OFTEN CELEBRATED IN DIFFERENT MONTHS ACROSS VARIOUS REGIONS AND INSTITUTIONS
TO EMPHASIZE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OR LOCAL HISTORIES OF ASIAN COMMUNITIES. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ASIAN HISTORY
MONTH RESPONDED TO A LACK OF REPRESENTATION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT IN MAINSTREAM HISTORICAL NARRATIVES,
HIGHLIGHTING THE NEED TO DOCUMENT AND HONOR THE EXPERIENCES OF ASIANS IN AMERICA.

EARLY RECOGNITION AND LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND

THE INITIAL PUSH FOR A HERITAGE MONTH DEDICATED TO ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS BEGAN IN THE 1970s,
WHEN ACTIVISTS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS SOUGHT GREATER VISIBILITY AND RECOGNITION. THE MONTH OF MAY WAS CHOSEN
TO COMMEMORATE THE ARRIVAL OF THE FIRST JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS TO THE UNITED STATES ON MAY 7, 1843, AS WELL AS
TO HONOR THE COMPLETION OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD ON MAY 10, 1869, WHICH WAS BUILT LARGELY BY
CHINESE LABORERS. IN 1978, A CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION ESTABLISHED ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE WEEK, WHICH
WAS LATER EXPANDED TO A FULL MONTH IN 1990. SINCE THEN, ASIAN HISTORY MONTH HAS GROWN IN SCOPE AND IMPACT,
BECOMING AN ESSENTIAL OCCASION FOR EDUCATION AND CELEBRATION.

EvoLuTioN oF AsiAN HisTorY MONTH CELEBRATIONS

OVER THE DECADES, AsIAN HISTORY MONTH HAS EVOLVED TO INCLUDE A WIDE RANGE OF CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND

ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES. THESE INCLUDE ART EXHIBITIONS, LECTURES, FILM SCREENINGS, CULTURAL FESTIVALS, AND COMMUNITY
FORUMS DESIGNED TO SHOWCASE THE DIVERSITY WITHIN ASIAN COMMUNITIES. THE MONTH ALSO SERVES AS A TIME TO REFLECT
ON THE HISTORICAL STRUGGLES FACED BY ASIAN AMERICANS, SUCH AS EXCLUSIONARY IMMIGRATION LAWS, INTERNMENT DURING



W/ ORLD W/ AR I, AND ONGOING DISCRIMINATION. THE EVOLUTION OF ASIAN HISTORY MONTH REFLECTS BROADER SOCIAL
CHANGES AND THE INCREASING RECOGNITION OF ASIAN AMERICANS AS A VITAL PART OF THE AMERICAN FABRIC.

SIGNIFICANCE OF ASIAN HiIsTorRY MoNTH 2023

ASsIAN HiISTORY MONTH 2023 HOLDS PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE AS IT OCCURS DURING A PERIOD OF RENEWED FOCUS ON
RACIAL EQUITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. THE OBSERVANCE PROVIDES A VITAL OPPORTUNITY TO EDUCATE ABOUT ASIAN
AMERICAN HISTORY AMID RISING AW ARENESS OF ANTI-ASIAN DISCRIMINATION AND VIOLENCE. |T ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE GROWING
POLITICAL, CULTURAL, AND ECONOMIC INFLUENCE OF AAP| COMMUNITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. IN 2023, AsIAN HISTORY
MONTH SERVES AS A PLATFORM TO AMPLIFY ASIAN VOICES AND STORIES THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY BEEN MARGINALIZED OR
OVERLOOKED.

ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES

ONE OF THE KEY ASPECTS OF ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 IS ITS ROLE IN ADDRESSING CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AFFECTING
ASIAN AMERICAN AND PACIFIC ISLANDER COMMUNITIES. THESE CHALLENGES INCLUDE COMBATING XENOPHOBIA, HATE CRIMES, AND
SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES. THE OBSERVANCE ENCOURAGES DIALOGUE ABOUT THE INTERSECTIONALITY OF ASIAN IDENTITIES AND
THE IMPORTANCE OF SOLIDARITY WITH OTHER MARGINALIZED GROUPS. ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 ALSO EMPHASIZES
MENTAL HEALTH AW ARENESS, REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA AND POLITICS, AND ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT.

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

ALONGSIDE RECOGNIZING STRUGGLES, AsIAN HiIsSTorRY MoNTH 2023 CELEBRATES THE ACHIEVEMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
ASIAN AMERICANS ACROSS VARIOUS FIELDS SUCH AS SCIENCE, ARTS, BUSINESS, EDUCATION, AND PUBLIC SERVICE. HIGHLIGHTING
THESE SUCCESSES HELPS TO DISMANTLE STEREOTYPES AND PROMOTE A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF ASIAN AMERICAN
EXPERIENCES. THIS CELEBRATION INSPIRES FUTURE GENERATIONS AND FOSTERS PRIDE WITHIN THE COMMUNITY.

Key THEMES AND Focus AREAS

THE THEMES OF ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 ARE DESIGNED TO REFLECT BOTH HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND CURRENT REALITIES.
THESE THEMES GUIDE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND MEDIA COVERAGE THROUGHOUT THE MONTH,
ENSURING A COMPREHENSIVE EXPLORATION OF ASIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE AND IDENTITY.

HisToRrICAL RESILIENCE AND RESISTANCE

THIS THEME UNDERSCORES THE LONG HISTORY OF RESILIENCE AMONG ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES IN THE FACE OF
EXCLUSIONARY LAWS, DISCRIMINATION, AND VIOLENCE. |T HIGHLIGHTS STORIES OF ACTIVISM, ADVOCACY, AND COMMUNITY -
BUILDING THAT HAVE SHAPED THE ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORY IS ESSENTIAL TO APPRECIATING
THE PROGRESS MADE AND THE WORK STILL REQUIRED.

DiversITY WITHIN ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

ASIAN HiISTORY MONTH 2023 EMPHASIZES THE VAST DIVERSITY AMONG ASIAN AMERICANS, ENCOMPASSING NUMEROUS
ETHNICITIES, LANGUAGES, CULTURES, AND EXPERIENCES. THIS FOCUS CHALLENGES MONOLITHIC REPRESENTATIONS AND
ENCOURAGES RECOGNITION OF THE UNIQUE CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHALLENGES FACED BY GROUPS SUCH AS SOUTH ASIANS, EAST
ASIANS, SOUTHEAST ASIANS, AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS.



INTERGENERATIONAL CONNECTIONS AND CULTURAL PRESERVATION

THE OBSERVANCE ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING CULTURAL HERITAGE WHILE FOSTERING INTERGENERATIONAL
DIALOGUE. THIS INCLUDES EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN LANGUAGES, TRADITIONS, AND HISTORIES THAT STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY
IDENTITY AND CONTINUITY.

NoTABLE EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES IN 2023

AsIAN HISTORY MoNTH 2023 FEATURES A WIDE ARRAY OF EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS,
EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND COMMUNITY GROUPS NATIONWIDE. THESE EVENTS PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING,
CELEBRATION, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

CULTURAL FESTIVALS AND PERFORMANCES

NUMEROUS CULTURAL FESTIVALS CELEBRATE TRADITIONAL MUSIC, DANCE, CUISINE, AND ART FROM VARIOUS ASIAN CULTURES.
THESE FESTIVALS OFTEN INCLUDE PERFORMANCES BY LOCAL ARTISTS, FOOD VENDORS, AND WORKSHOPS THAT INVITE PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION.

EbucATIONAL W ORKSHOPS AND LECTURES

UNIVERSITIES, MUSEUMS, AND LIBRARIES HOST LECTURES, PANEL DISCUSSIONS, AND W ORKSHOPS FOCUSED ON ASIAN AMERICAN
HISTORY, CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS. THESE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AIM TO DEEPEN
UNDERSTANDING AND FOSTER CRITICAL CONVERSATIONS.

FILM SCREENINGS AND ART EXHIBITIONS

FILM SERIES AND ART EXHIBITIONS SPOTLIGHT ASIAN AMERICAN FILMMAKERS AND ARTISTS, SHOWCASING DIVERSE NARRATIVES
AND PERSPECTIVES. THESE EVENTS PROVIDE VISUAL AND NARRATIVE INSIGHT INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF ASIAN AMERICAN
IDENTITY.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ADVOCACY INITIATIVES

MANY ORGANIZATIONS USE ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 AS A PLATFORM TO LAUNCH ADVOCACY CAMPAIGNS, PROMOTE
VOTER REGISTRATION, AND PROVIDE COMMUNITY SERVICES. THESE ACTIVITIES SUPPORT EMPOWERMENT AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
WITHIN AAP| COMMUNITIES.

W AYS TO PARTICIPATE AND PROMOTE AWARENESS

ENGAGEMENT WITH ASIAN HISTORY MoNTH 2023 CAN TAKE MANY FORMS, ALLOWING INDIVIDUALS, EDUCATORS, AND
ORGANIZATIONS TO CONTRIBUTE TO RAISING AWARENESS AND CELEBRATING ASIAN HERITAGE.

ATTEND LOCAL ASIAN HISTORY MONTH EVENTS SUCH AS FESTIVALS, LECTURES, AND EXHIBITIONS.
® INCORPORATE ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE INTO EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA AND DISCUSSIONS.

SuPPORT ASIAN AMERICAN-OWNED BUSINESSES AND ARTISTS DURING THE OBSERV ANCE.

® SHARE STORIES AND INFORMATION ABOUT ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO BROADEN PUBLIC



KNOWLEDGE.
® VOLUNTEER WITH OR DONATE TO ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON AAP| ADVOCACY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT.

® ENGAGE IN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION TO FOSTER UNDERSTANDING AND SOLIDARITY.

PARTICIPATION IN ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023 NOT ONLY HONORS THE PAST BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO BUILDING A MORE
INCLUSIVE AND EQUITABLE FUTURE FOR ALL COMMUNITIES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS AsIAN HisTorY MoNTH 2023?

AsIAN HiIsSTORY MoNTH 2023 IS AN ANNUAL OBSERVANCE DEDICATED TO RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING THE HISTORY,
CULTURE, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD.

\WHEN IS ASIAN HISTORY MONTH CELEBRATED IN 2023°?

ASIAN HISTORY MONTH IS TYPICALLY CELEBRATED IN MAY IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE UNITED KINGDOM, WHILE IN
CANADA IT IS OBSERVED IN MAY AS WELL. IN 2023, IT FALLS THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF MAY.

WHAT IS THE THEME OF ASIAN HisTorY MoNTH 2023?

THe THEME oF AsIAN HisTorY MoNTH 2023 cenTERS AROUND 'CELEBRATING RESILIENCE AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN
COMMUNITIES,” HIGHLIGHTING THEIR HISTORICAL STRUGGLES AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

WHY IS ASIAN HISTORY MONTH IMPORTANT?

ASIAN HISTORY MONTH IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT RAISES AWARENESS ABOUT THE RICH CULTURAL HERITAGE, HISTORY, AND
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN PEOPLES, WHILE ALSO ADDRESSING ISSUES LIKE DISCRIMINATION AND PROMOTING
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION.

How CAN SCHOOLS PARTICIPATE IN ASIAN HisTorY MoNTH 2023°

SCHOOLS CAN PARTICIPATE BY ORGANIZING EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES SUCH AS LECTURES, CULTURAL PERFORMANCES, ART
EXHIBITS, AND DISCUSSIONS THAT FOCUS ON ASIAN HISTORY AND CULTURE DURING ASIAN HISTORY MoNTH 2023.

\X/HICH COUNTRIES PRIMARILY CELEBRATE ASIAN HISTORY MONTH?

ASsIAN HISTORY MONTH IS PRIMARILY CELEBRATED IN COUNTRIES WITH SIGNIFICANT ASIAN POPULATIONS SUCH AS THE UNITED
STATES, CANADA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE EVENTS PLANNED FOR ASIAN HiIsTORY MoNTH 2023?

YES, VARIOUS CULTURAL FESTIVALS, PANEL DISCUSSIONS, FILM SCREENINGS, AND EXHIBITIONS ARE PLANNED GLOBALLY TO
COMMEMORATE ASIAN HISTORY MONTH 2023, THOUGH SPECIFIC EVENTS VARY BY LOCATION.

How HAS AsIAN HISTORY MONTH EVOLVED OVER THE YEARS?

ASIAN HISTORY MONTH HAS EVOLVED FROM GRASSROOTS INITIATIVES TO OFFICIAL RECOGNITIONS BY GOVERNMENTS, GROWING
IN SCOPE TO INCLUDE DIVERSE ASIAN CULTURES AND HISTORIES AND INCREASING PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATIONAL



OUTREACH.

\WHAT ARE SOME KEY HISTORICAL FIGURES HIGHLIGHTED DURING ASIAN HISTORY MONTH
2023°

KEY FIGURES OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED INCLUDE ACTIVISTS LIKE YURI KOCHIYAMA, LEADERS SUCH AS DALAI LAMA, ARTISTS LIKE
YAvol KUSAMA/ AND PIONEERS IN VARIOUS FIELDS REPRESENTING THE DIVERSE ASIAN DIASPORA.

How poes AsiAN HisTorY MONTH 2023 ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACED BY
ASIAN COMMUNITIES?

AsIAN HiIsTorY MoONTH 2023 ADDRESSES CONTEMPORARY ISSUES BY PROMOTING DIALOGUE ON TOPICS LIKE ANTI-ASIAN
RACISM, IMMIGRATION, IDENTITY, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING AND SUPPORT WITHIN AND BEYOND ASIAN
COMMUNITIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE MAKING OF MODERN KOREA

THIS BOOK EXPLORES KOREA’S TRANSFORMATION FROM A WAR-TORN PENINSULA TO A THRIVING MODERN NATION. |T DELVES
INTO POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC CHANGES FROM THE LATE 19 TH CENTURY THROUGH THE 20TH CENTURY. THE AUTHOR
PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO COLONIALISM, WAR, AND RAPID INDUSTRIALIZATION THAT SHAPED MODERN KOREAN IDENTITY.

2. Empress DowacGer Cixi: THE ConcUBINE WHO L AUNCHED Mopern CHINA

A DETAILED BIOGRAPHY OF EMPRESS DOWAGER CIXI, THIS BOOK REVEALS HER COMPLEX ROLE IN LATE QING DYNASTY CHINA. IT
CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL PORTRAYALS OF HER AS MERELY A CONSERVATIVE TYRANT BY HIGHLIGHTING HER POLITICAL SAVVY
AND REFORMS. READERS GAIN A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF CHINA’S TRANSITION INTO THE MODERN ERA.

3. INDia AFTER GANDHI: THE HisToRY OF THE WORLD'S L ARGEST DEMOCRACY

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY COVERS INDIA’S POLITICAL AND SOCIAL EVOLUTION POST-INDEPENDENCE. THE AUTHOR EXAMINES
KEY EVENTS, LEADERS, AND MOVEMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED CONTEMPORARY INDIA. |T OFFERS AN ACCESSIBLE YET THOROUGH
LOOK AT THE CHALLENGES AND TRIUMPHS OF A DIVERSE NATION.

4. THE ART of WaARr BY SUN Tzu: A New TRANSLATION

A FRESH TRANSLATION AND ANALYSIS OF THE ANCIENT CHINESE MILITARY TREATISE, THIS EDITION PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR ITS
ENDURING WISDOM. |T DISCUSSES HOW SUN TzZU’S STRATEGIES HAVE INFLUENCED NOT ONLY WARFARE BUT ALSO BUSINESS AND
LEADERSHIP. THE BOOK CONNECTS HISTORICAL INSIGHTS WITH MODERN APPLICATIONS.

5. THE SAMURAI: A MILITARY HisTORY

THIS BOOK TRACES THE RISE AND FALL OF THE SAMURAI CLASS IN JAPAN, FROM THEIR ORIGINS TO THEIR DISSOLUTION IN THE
19TH CENTURY. IT COVERS THEIR ROLE IN SHAPING JAPANESE CULTURE, POLITICS, AND WARFARE. RICH WITH HISTORICAL
ANECDOTES, THE TEXT OFFERS A VIVID PORTRAIT OF THESE ICONIC WARRIORS.

6. VIETNAM: A HISTORY FROM EARLIEST TIMES TO THE PRESENT

OFFERING A SWEEPING OVERVIEW, THIS BOOK CHRONICLES VIETNAM’S LONG AND COMPLEX HISTORY. |T DISCUSSES INDIGENOUS
CULTURES, CHINESE DOMINATION, COLONIALISM, AND MODERN CONFLICTS. THE NARRATIVE REVEALS HOW RESILIENCE AND
IDENTITY HAVE DEFINED THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE THROUGH CENTURIES.

7. PERSPECTIVES ON ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY

THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS ADDRESSES THE DIVERSE EXPERIENCES OF ASIAN AMERICANS ACROSS DIFFERENT PERIODS. T OPICS
INCLUDE IMMIGRATION, LABOR, DISCRIMINATION, AND CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS. |T SHEDS LIGHT ON THE STRUGGLES AND
SUCCESSES THAT HAVE SHAPED ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

8. THe SiLk RoAps: A New HisTtory oF THE WoRrLD

FOCUSING ON THE ANCIENT TRADE ROUTES CONNECTING ASIA WITH EUROPE AND AFRICA, THIS BOOK REINTERPRETS WORLD
HISTORY THROUGH THE LENS OF CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC EXCHANGE. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF ASIA IN GLOBAL
DEVELOPMENT AND THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF CIVILIZATIONS. THE AUTHOR OFFERS FRESH PERSPECTIVES ON GLOBALIZATION’S



DEEP ROOTS.

Q. THE STORY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA: FROM PREHISTORY TO THE PRESENT

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE DIVERSE CULTURES, KINGDOMS, AND COLONIAL HISTORIES OF SOUTHEAST
ASIA. |T EXPLORES HOW GEOGRAPHY AND TRADE INFLUENCED THE REGION’S DEVELOPMENT. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE RICH
HERITAGE AND ONGOING TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NATIONS.
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