
as you like it 2006
As You Like It 2006 is a captivating film adaptation of William Shakespeare's beloved
comedy, bringing the timeless themes of love, identity, and the complexities of human
relationships into a vibrant cinematic experience. Directed by Kenneth Branagh, this
version of "As You Like It" was released in 2006 and has since become a significant point of
reference for both Shakespeare enthusiasts and casual viewers alike. The film stands out
for its lush cinematography, contemporary interpretations, and a stellar cast that breathes
new life into classic characters.

Overview of As You Like It

"As You Like It" is one of Shakespeare's most celebrated plays, first performed in the late
16th century. The story is set in the Forest of Arden and follows the adventures of Rosalind,
the daughter of a banished duke, as she escapes the court's intrigues and explores themes
of love and self-discovery. The essence of the play lies in its exploration of the pastoral life
versus the courtly life, and the freedom that comes with returning to nature.

Plot Summary

The 2006 film adaptation retains the core plot of the original play while adding visual depth
and modern sensibilities. Here’s a brief summary of the key plot points:

1. Rosalind's Exile: After her father, Duke Senior, is usurped by his brother, Duke Frederick,
Rosalind is forced to flee the court and seeks refuge in the Forest of Arden.

2. Disguised Identity: To protect herself, Rosalind disguises herself as a young man named
Ganymede. She is accompanied by her cousin, Celia, who takes on the name Aliena.

3. Romantic Entanglements: In the forest, Rosalind encounters Orlando, a young nobleman
who has also fled the court. The two fall in love, and Rosalind, in her disguise, engages in
witty banter with him, testing his affections.

4. The Forest of Arden: The film beautifully portrays the Forest of Arden as a place of
freedom and self-discovery, showcasing various subplots involving other characters,
including Touchstone, the court jester, and the shepherdess Phebe.

5. Resolution and Reconciliation: The story culminates in a series of misunderstandings and
revelations, leading to joyful reunions and multiple weddings, reinforcing the play's themes
of love and harmony.

Cast and Characters



The 2006 adaptation features a talented cast that brings Shakespeare's characters to life.
Here’s a look at some of the prominent actors and their roles:

- Romola Garai as Rosalind: Garai delivers a powerful performance as the intelligent and
spirited Rosalind, capturing her journey of self-discovery and romance.

- David Oyelowo as Orlando: Oyelowo’s portrayal of Orlando showcases his charm and
vulnerability, making his character’s romantic struggle relatable and engaging.

- Jim Piddock as Touchstone: Piddock adds a comedic touch to the film as Touchstone, the
witty jester, providing levity amid the romantic entanglements.

- Brian Blessed as Duke Frederick: Blessed's commanding presence as Duke Frederick adds
depth to the character's menacing nature.

- Janet McTeer as Jaques: McTeer’s interpretation of Jaques offers a reflective and poignant
perspective on life, bringing a nuanced understanding to the character.

Visual and Directorial Style

Kenneth Branagh's direction in "As You Like It" is notable for its lush visual style and
dynamic storytelling. Several elements contribute to the film's aesthetic appeal:

Stunning Cinematography

The film was shot in the picturesque landscapes of the Forest of Arden in the south of
France, which enhances the pastoral beauty that is central to the play's setting. The
cinematography captures the vibrant colors and natural light, creating a dreamlike quality
that immerses viewers in the world of Shakespeare’s characters.

Modern Adaptations

Branagh's adaptation incorporates modern sensibilities while staying true to the original
text. The dialogue is delivered with a contemporary flair, making it accessible to modern
audiences without losing the essence of Shakespeare's language. The film also introduces
subtle thematic elements that resonate with contemporary issues, such as gender identity
and societal expectations.

Reception and Legacy

"As You Like It" (2006) received a mixed reception from critics, though many praised its
ambition and visual beauty. The film was lauded for its ability to bring Shakespeare to a
new generation, sparking interest in the playwright's works among younger audiences.



Critical Response

- Positive Aspects:
- The film's stunning visuals and picturesque locations were widely praised.
- Romola Garai's performance as Rosalind received particular acclaim for its depth and
charm.
- The film's ability to blend humor with poignant themes was noted as a strong point.

- Criticism:
- Some critics felt that the pacing was uneven, with certain scenes dragging on.
- A few traditionalists expressed concern over the modern interpretations and deviations
from the original text.

Educational Value

The 2006 adaptation of "As You Like It" serves as an excellent resource for educators and
students alike. It provides a visual context for studying Shakespeare's works and can be
utilized in various academic settings. Here are some ways it can be incorporated into
education:

- Analyzing Themes: The film can be used to discuss themes such as love, identity, and the
contrast between urban and rural life.

- Character Studies: Students can analyze character development and relationships in a
visual format, enhancing their understanding of Shakespeare's complex characters.

- Cinematic Techniques: The film's direction and cinematography can be studied to
understand how visual storytelling can enhance literary themes.

Conclusion

As You Like It 2006 stands as a vibrant testament to the enduring relevance of
Shakespeare's work. Through its rich visual storytelling, modern interpretations, and strong
performances, the film breathes new life into a classic narrative. Whether viewed for
entertainment or educational purposes, it offers insights into the human condition and the
timeless nature of love and identity. As audiences continue to explore Shakespeare's plays,
this adaptation will undoubtedly remain a significant part of the conversation, inviting new
generations to appreciate the bard's genius.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of the 2006 film adaptation
of 'As You Like It'?
The central theme of the 2006 film adaptation revolves around love, identity, and the
contrast between court life and pastoral life, highlighting the freedom and complexities of
love in different social contexts.

Who directed the 2006 film adaptation of 'As You Like
It'?
The film was directed by Kenneth Branagh, who is known for his adaptations of
Shakespeare's works.

How does the 2006 adaptation differ from
Shakespeare's original play?
The 2006 adaptation is set in Japan during the late 19th century, providing a unique cultural
context that differs from the original Elizabethan setting, while still retaining the core
narrative and themes of the play.

Which notable actors starred in the 2006 film 'As You
Like It'?
The film features notable actors such as Bryce Dallas Howard as Rosalind, Kevin Kline as
Touchstone, and Alfred Molina as Oliver.

What is the significance of the Forest of Arden in the
2006 film?
The Forest of Arden serves as a symbol of freedom and a space for self-discovery, where
characters can explore their identities and true feelings away from the constraints of court
life.

What stylistic choices did Kenneth Branagh make in the
2006 adaptation?
Kenneth Branagh employed lush cinematography and a vibrant color palette to capture the
beauty of the setting, as well as incorporating elements of Japanese culture to enhance the
visual storytelling.

How was the reception of the 2006 film adaptation of
'As You Like It'?
The film received generally positive reviews from critics, who praised the performances and
the innovative setting, although some traditionalists felt the changes strayed too far from
Shakespeare's original vision.
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