as time goes by episode guide

As Time Goes By episode guide offers a delightful journey through one of the
most beloved British sitcoms that aired from 1992 to 2005. Created by the
talented duo of Bob Larbey and Judi Dench, the show revolves around the
rekindled romance between Jean Pargetter and Lionel Hardcastle, who were once
in love decades ago during their youth. The series is filled with humor,
warmth, and nostalgia, capturing the essence of life, love, and friendship.
This comprehensive episode guide provides a detailed look at each of the
episodes, showcasing the development of its characters and storylines that
have endeared it to audiences around the world.

Overview of As Time Goes By

As Time Goes By is set in modern-day London and portrays the lives of its
central characters, Jean and Lionel, as they navigate their re-established
relationship. The series is notable for its clever writing, engaging
performances, and the chemistry between its lead actors, Judi Dench and
Geoffrey Palmer. The show’s charm lies in its exploration of love at an older
age and the various challenges that come with it.

Season-by-Season Breakdown

The show consists of a total of 9 seasons, with 65 episodes that have
delighted fans over the years. Below is a season-by-season breakdown of the
episodes, including their original air dates and brief synopses.

Season 1 (1992)

1. Episode 1: "The Reunion" (Air Date: November 10, 1992)
Lionel and Jean rekindle their relationship after many years apart, leading
to a heartwarming reunion.

2. Episode 2: "The Proposal" (Air Date: November 17, 1992)
Lionel proposes to Jean, but both struggle with the realities of their past.

3. Episode 3: "The Wedding" (Air Date: November 24, 1992)
The couple prepares for their wedding, facing comical obstacles along the
way.

4. Episode 4: "The Honeymoon" (Air Date: December 1, 1992)
Their honeymoon is filled with unexpected surprises and mishaps.



5. Episode 5: "The Guest" (Air Date: December 8, 1992)
A surprise visitor from Jean’s past complicates matters for the newlyweds.

6. Episode 6: "The Housewarming" (Air Date: December 15, 1992)
The couple hosts a housewarming party, leading to humorous interactions with
friends.

Season 2 (1993)

1. Episode 1: "The New Arrival" (Air Date: January 3, 1993)
The couple welcomes a new family member, creating joy and chaos.

2. Episode 2: "The Christmas Party" (Air Date: December 21, 1993)
A holiday party brings together family and friends, with hilarious results.

3. Episode 3: "The Book" (Air Date: February 7, 1993)
Lionel’s attempt to write a book leads to unexpected consequences.

4. Episode 4: "The 0ld Friends" (Air Date: February 14, 1993)
0ld friends visit, testing the couple’s relationship.

5. Episode 5: "The Baby" (Air Date: February 21, 1993)
Jean’s maternal instincts are challenged when a baby comes into their lives.

Subsequent Seasons (3-9)

The subsequent seasons follow the ongoing adventures and challenges faced by
Jean and Lionel, as well as their close-knit circle of friends and family.
Each season continues to explore themes of love, friendship, aging, and the
comedic aspects of life. Notable episodes include:

- Season 3: Introduces new characters and further develops the relationship
dynamics.

- Season 4: Features a special episode that commemorates the show's success.
- Season 5: Explores the couple's adventures in travel and family life.

- Season 6: Focuses on the challenges of growing older and dealing with
change.

- Season 7: Delves into the couple's pasts, revealing hidden stories and
connections.

- Season 8: A highlights season, revisiting memorable moments and characters.
- Season 9: Concludes the series with a heartwarming finale that encapsulates
the essence of the show.



Key Characters

The success of As Time Goes By can be attributed to its well-crafted
characters, each bringing their unique charm and humor to the storyline. Here
are the key characters:

- Jean Pargetter (Judi Dench): A warm-hearted and determined woman, Jean 1is
the love interest of Lionel. Her character showcases resilience and
adaptability.

- Lionel Hardcastle (Geoffrey Palmer): A retired television producer, Lionel
is humorous and slightly bumbling, providing a perfect foil to Jean’s strong
personality.

- Alistair (Philip Bretherton): The couple's supportive friend, often
offering comic relief and sage advice.

- Harry (John Nettleton): Jean’s ex-husband, whose appearances add tension
and complexity to the story.

- Judith (Moira Brooker): Lionel’s daughter, whose interactions with her
father and Jean highlight generational differences and familial bonds.

Legacy and Impact

As Time Goes By remains a cherished classic in British television history.
Its portrayal of love in later life resonated with many viewers, and it has
inspired discussions about aging, relationships, and the importance of
companionship. The show has also garnered critical acclaim, including various
awards and nominations.

e Received multiple BAFTA nominations

e Judi Dench won the Best Comedy Performance award

e Continues to be broadcast in syndication, reaching new audiences

Conclusion

The As Time Goes By episode guide serves as a testament to the show's

enduring appeal. With its blend of humor, romance, and relatable themes, the
series has left an indelible mark on the hearts of its viewers. Whether you
are revisiting old episodes or discovering the charm of Jean and Lionel for



the first time, the show offers a delightful blend of laughter and poignant
moments that remind us of the timeless nature of love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'As Time Goes By' about?

'As Time Goes By' is a British television sitcom that follows the lives of
Jean Pargetter and Lionel Hardcastle, who are former lovers reunited after
decades apart. The show explores their relationship, family dynamics, and the
humorous situations that arise as they navigate their lives together.

How many seasons does 'As Time Goes By' have?

'As Time Goes By' consists of nine seasons, airing from 1992 to 2005. The
show includes a total of 102 episodes, showcasing the evolving relationship
between the main characters and their friends.

Who are the main cast members of 'As Time Goes By'?

The main cast of 'As Time Goes By' includes Judi Dench as Jean Pargetter and
Geoffrey Palmer as Lionel Hardcastle. They are supported by a talented
ensemble, including Moira Brooker, Philip Bretherton, and Jenny Funnell.

Are there any notable guest stars in 'As Time Goes
By'?

Yes, 'As Time Goes By' features several guest stars throughout its run,
including actors like Richard Briers, who played a memorable role in the
series, and other well-known British personalities who made appearances in
various episodes.

What are some of the most memorable episodes of 'As
Time Goes By'?

Some memorable episodes include 'The Wedding', where Jean and Lionel finally
tie the knot, and 'The Funeral', which deals with themes of loss and
remembrance. Fans often cite these episodes for their emotional depth and
character development.

Is 'As Time Goes By' available for streaming?

'As Time Goes By' is available for streaming on various platforms, including
BritBox and Amazon Prime Video, allowing fans to enjoy the series and its
charming episodes at their convenience.
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