
as the deer guitar chords

As the deer guitar chords are a fundamental aspect of learning to play this beloved worship song, which has
resonated with countless individuals in Christian communities around the world. Written by Martin
Nystrom in the early 1980s, "As the Deer" draws inspiration from Psalm 42, capturing the deep longing for
God that many believers feel. This article will delve into the chords used in the song, provide a step-by-
step guide for beginners, and discuss its significance in worship settings.

Understanding the Chords

The song "As the Deer" is typically played in the key of D, making it accessible for both beginner and
intermediate guitar players. Here are the primary chords used in the song:

- D
- A
- G
- Bm

These chords create a soothing and reflective atmosphere that aligns perfectly with the song's lyrical
themes. Below is a brief overview of how to play each chord:

D Major
- Place your index finger on the second fret of the G string (3rd string).
- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the e string (1st string).
- Place your ring finger on the third fret of the B string (2nd string).

A Major
- Place your index finger across the second fret of the D (4th string), G (3rd string), and B (2nd string).
- Place your middle finger on the second fret of the A string (5th string).
- Place your ring finger on the second fret of the e string (1st string).

G Major
- Place your middle finger on the third fret of the e string (1st string).
- Place your index finger on the second fret of the A string (5th string).
- Place your ring finger on the third fret of the B string (2nd string).



- Place your pinky finger on the third fret of the e string (6th string).

B Minor
- This chord is a barre chord. Use your index finger to press down all the strings at the second fret.
- Place your ring finger on the fourth fret of the D string (4th string).
- Place your pinky finger on the fourth fret of the G string (3rd string).
- Place your middle finger on the third fret of the B string (2nd string).

Chord Progression and Structure

The chord progression for "As the Deer" follows a simple and repetitive pattern, making it easy to
memorize. Here’s a breakdown of the verse and chorus structure:

Verse Progression
The typical chord progression for the verses is:

1. D
2. A
3. G
4. D
5. A
6. G
7. D
8. A
9. Bm
10. A
11. G
12. D

Chorus Progression
The chorus follows a similar structure:

1. D
2. A
3. G
4. D



5. A
6. G
7. D

This pattern repeats, allowing for flexibility in performance. The simplicity of the progression enables
players to focus on the lyrics and the emotional delivery of the song.

Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners

If you're new to guitar, here’s a step-by-step guide to help you get started with "As the Deer":

Familiarize Yourself with the Chords: Spend time practicing each chord individually. Make sure you1.
can transition smoothly between them.

Learn the Strumming Pattern: A common strumming pattern for this song is down, down-up, up,2.
down-up. Practice this pattern slowly before applying it to the chords.

Play Along with the Lyrics: Once you are comfortable with the chords and the strumming pattern,3.
try playing along with the lyrics. This will help you understand where to change chords in relation
to the words.

Record Yourself: It can be helpful to record yourself playing. This allows you to listen to your4.
progress and identify areas for improvement.

Practice Regularly: Consistency is key. Aim to practice a little every day, gradually increasing your5.
speed and accuracy.

The Significance of "As the Deer" in Worship

"As the Deer" is not just a song; it is a heartfelt expression of longing for God. The lyrics encapsulate the
deep spiritual thirst that believers experience, making it a powerful addition to worship services. Here are
some reasons why this song holds a significant place in the hearts of many:

Emotional Resonance: The imagery of deer panting for water connects with many people's feelings
of desperation and desire for God's presence.



Simplicity: The simple chord structure allows congregations of all skill levels to participate, fostering
a sense of unity.

Encouragement: The song serves as a reminder of God's faithfulness and the importance of seeking
Him in all circumstances.

Flexibility: It can be performed in a variety of musical styles, from traditional hymns to
contemporary worship, making it versatile in different church settings.

Conclusion

Learning the As the deer guitar chords opens the door to not only mastering a beautiful song but also
engaging in a deeper worship experience. As you practice the chords and play along with the lyrics, you
will find that the music resonates with your heart, allowing you to express your longing and devotion to
God. Whether you are playing solo or leading a congregation, "As the Deer" remains a timeless piece that
continues to inspire and uplift. With dedication and practice, you can share this beloved song with others,
bringing the message of hope and yearning for God to life through music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic guitar chords for 'As the Deer'?
The basic chords for 'As the Deer' are G, C, and D. You can play the song in the key of G for a simple
rendition.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing 'As the Deer'?
Yes, you can use a capo on the 2nd fret to raise the key to A, making it easier to sing along.

Is 'As the Deer' suitable for beginner guitar players?
'As the Deer' is quite suitable for beginners as it uses simple chords and a repetitive structure, making it
easy to learn.

What strumming pattern works well with 'As the Deer'?
A common strumming pattern for 'As the Deer' is down, down, up, up, down, up, which gives it a flowing
feel.



Where can I find detailed chord charts for 'As the Deer'?
You can find detailed chord charts for 'As the Deer' on various music websites, guitar tab platforms, and
worship music resources online.
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