arthur conan doyle hound of the
baskervilles

Introduction to Arthur Conan Doyle's "The Hound
of the Baskervilles"

The Hound of the Baskervilles is one of the most celebrated works of Arthur
Conan Doyle, featuring the iconic detective Sherlock Holmes and his loyal
friend Dr. John Watson. First serialized in 1901-1902, this Gothic mystery
novel has captivated readers for over a century with its blend of suspense,
folklore, and the supernatural. Set in the eerie moors of Devonshire, the
story revolves around the legend of a supernatural hound that haunts the
Baskerville family. This article will delve into the background of the novel,
its characters, themes, and lasting impact on literature and popular culture.

Background of the Novel

Creation and Publication

Arthur Conan Doyle wrote "The Hound of the Baskervilles" after having
seemingly retired the character of Sherlock Holmes following "The Final
Problem," where Holmes appeared to meet his demise at the Reichenbach Falls.
The public's outcry for more Holmes stories led Doyle to create this novel,
which he set before the events of "The Final Problem." The story was
serialized in The Strand Magazine in 1901 and was published as a book in
1902.

Inspiration for the Story

Doyle found inspiration for "The Hound of the Baskervilles" from various
sources, including:

e The Devonshire folklore surrounding the Hound of Dartmoor, which told of
a spectral hound that roamed the moors.

e The Baskerville family history, particularly Richard Cabell, a local
squire whose tomb was inscribed with tales of the ghostly hound.

e His own experiences in Dartmoor, where he was struck by the desolate



landscape and the legends associated with it.

These elements combined to create a rich tapestry of mystery and intrigue
that has fascinated readers for generations.

Plot Summary

The plot of "The Hound of the Baskervilles" unfolds as Dr. Watson recounts
the investigation into the mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville, whose
body is found on the moors, with an apparent expression of terror on his
face. The local lore suggests that he was pursued by a supernatural hound.

When Sir Charles's heir, Sir Henry Baskerville, arrives from Canada to claim
his inheritance, he becomes the target of the same sinister forces. Concerned
for Sir Henry'’s safety, Dr. Watson and Sherlock Holmes take on the case,
leading them into a labyrinth of family secrets, eerie landscapes, and
chilling folklore.

Key Characters

The novel features several pivotal characters that contribute to the intrigue
and depth of the story:

1. Sherlock Holmes: The brilliant detective known for his keen powers of
observation and deductive reasoning.

2. Dr. John Watson: Holmes’s trusted friend and chronicler, who provides
the narrative perspective of the story.

3. Sir Henry Baskerville: The heir to the Baskerville estate, who is drawn
into the mystery surrounding his family.

4. Dr. James Mortimer: A local physician who brings the case to Holmes's
attention and is deeply concerned about Sir Charles’s death.

5. Jack Stapleton: The enigmatic antagonist whose motives are shrouded in
mystery and whose connection to the Baskerville family is revealed as
the story progresses.

6. Mrs. Stapleton: Jack's wife, who plays a crucial role in the unfolding
drama.

7. Sir Charles Baskerville: The deceased baronet whose death sets off the
investigation.



Themes and Motifs

“"The Hound of the Baskervilles" explores several enduring themes that
continue to resonate with readers today.

Supernatural vs. Rationalism

At the core of the novel lies the conflict between supernatural beliefs and
rational explanation. The legend of the spectral hound serves as a potent
symbol of fear and the unknown, while Holmes represents the rational mind
that seeks to uncover the truth through logic and observation. This theme
invites readers to question the nature of reality and the extent to which
folklore can influence perception.

Isolation and Environment

The moors of Devonshire serve as a character in their own right, creating an
atmosphere of isolation and foreboding. The desolate landscape reflects the
inner turmoil of the characters and amplifies the tension as the mystery
unfolds. The harshness of the environment enhances the Gothic elements of the
story, embodying the fear and despair that permeate the narrative.

Family and Legacy

The Baskerville family history is central to the plot, exploring themes of
inheritance, loyalty, and the burdens of the past. The curse that haunts the
Baskerville family raises questions about the impact of legacy on individual
identity and the lengths to which one might go to break free from it.

Literary Significance and Impact

“"The Hound of the Baskervilles" has left an indelible mark on literature and
popular culture. Its influence can be seen in various adaptations, including
films, television series, and stage productions.

Adaptations

The novel has inspired numerous adaptations, showcasing its versatility and



enduring appeal. Some notable adaptations include:

e The 1939 film starring Basil Rathbone as Sherlock Holmes.
e The 1981 television adaptation featuring Peter Cushing.
e The 2002 television film starring Richard Roxburgh.

e Stage adaptations that have been performed worldwide, highlighting the
story's dramatic elements.

These adaptations not only bring the story to new audiences but also
reinterpret its themes and characters in different contexts.

Influence on the Detective Genre

"The Hound of the Baskervilles" has played a critical role in shaping the
detective genre. Doyle's masterful blend of mystery, suspense, and character
development set a standard for future authors. The novel's intricate plot and
the use of deductive reasoning have influenced countless detective stories
that followed, solidifying Sherlock Holmes's status as a cultural icon.

Conclusion

Arthur Conan Doyle's "The Hound of the Baskervilles" remains a seminal work
in the canon of detective fiction. Its exploration of themes such as the
supernatural, isolation, and the complexities of family legacy continue to
resonate with readers. The novel’s rich atmosphere and compelling characters
have ensured its place in literary history, making it a must-read for anyone
interested in mystery and suspense. As new adaptations and interpretations
emerge, the legacy of "The Hound of the Baskervilles" endures, inviting both
old and new audiences to unravel its mysteries time and again.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

The novel follows Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson as they investigate the
mysterious death of Sir Charles Baskerville, who is believed to have been
killed by a supernatural hound that haunts his family.



Who are the main characters in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

The main characters include Sherlock Holmes, Dr. John Watson, Sir Henry
Baskerville, and the ghostly hound itself.

What themes are explored in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

Themes include the clash between science and superstition, the nature of
fear, and the impact of heritage and family legacy.

When was 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' published?

'The Hound of the Baskervilles' was first published in serialized form in
1901-1902 and as a book in 1902.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The
Hound of the Baskervilles'?

The moorland setting creates an atmosphere of isolation and suspense,
enhancing the gothic elements of the story and the sense of danger
surrounding the Baskerville estate.

How does Sherlock Holmes solve the mystery in 'The
Hound of the Baskervilles'?

Holmes uses logical reasoning, careful observation, and deductive skills to
uncover the truth behind the legend of the hound and the actual circumstances
of Sir Charles's death.

What role does Dr. Watson play in the story?

Dr. Watson serves as the narrator and Holmes's faithful companion, providing
insight into the investigation and offering a human perspective on the
events.

Is 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' considered a
horror story?

Yes, it contains elements of horror and the supernatural, particularly with
the legend of the ghostly hound, making it one of the more chilling tales in
the Sherlock Holmes series.

What impact has 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' had



on popular culture?

The novel has inspired numerous adaptations in film, television, and stage,
as well as influencing the portrayal of detective fiction and horror tropes.

Are there any real-life inspirations for 'The Hound
of the Baskervilles'?

Arthur Conan Doyle was inspired by local legends and the Dartmoor region of
Devon, England, particularly the tale of Richard Cabell and his haunted
house.
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