around the world in 80 days questions and
answers

Around the World in 80 Days Questions and Answers is a fantastic exploration of Jules Verne's
classic adventure novel. This literary piece not only captures the imagination of its readers but also
poses intriguing questions that can provoke thought and discussion. The story follows the journey of
Phileas Fogg, a precise and punctual English gentleman, as he attempts to circumnavigate the globe
in 80 days to win a wager. This article will delve into various questions and answers related to the
novel, exploring themes, characters, and the underlying messages that Verne conveys through his
work.

Overview of the Novel

Before diving into the questions and answers, it is essential to provide a brief overview of the novel.
"Around the World in 80 Days" was published in 1873 and has since become one of Verne's most
celebrated works. The story begins on October 2, 1872, when Phileas Fogg bets £20,000 that he can
travel around the world in just 80 days. Accompanied by his loyal French servant, Passepartout,
Fogg embarks on an epic journey filled with challenges, adventures, and unexpected encounters.

Key Themes

Understanding the themes of the novel can enrich the reading experience and provide context for
the questions and answers that follow. Some prominent themes include:

1. Time and Punctuality

- The importance of time in Phileas Fogg's life is paramount. His obsession with punctuality drives
the entire narrative and ultimately defines his character.
- The novel examines the relationship between time and travel in the context of the 19th century.

2. Cultural Encounters

- Fogg's journey introduces him to diverse cultures, customs, and peoples, highlighting both the
differences and similarities among them.
- Verne encourages readers to appreciate cultural diversity through Fogg's interactions.

3. Determination and Adventure

- The novel showcases the spirit of adventure and the lengths one will go to achieve their goals.
- Fogg's unwavering determination serves as inspiration for readers to pursue their ambitions.



Frequently Asked Questions

In this section, we will address some common questions about "Around the World in 80 Days,"
providing insightful answers that explore various aspects of the novel.

1. What motivates Phileas Fogg to undertake his journey?

Phileas Fogg is motivated by a wager he makes with members of the Reform Club in London. He
bets that he can travel around the world in 80 days, a feat they deem impossible. Fogg's desire to
prove them wrong, along with his obsession with punctuality and order, drives him to embark on this
ambitious journey.

2. Who are the main characters in the novel?

The primary characters include:

- Phileas Fogg: The protagonist, known for his meticulous nature and punctuality.

- Passepartout: Fogg's loyal French servant who accompanies him on the journey.

- Aouda: An Indian princess whom Fogg rescues and who becomes an essential part of his adventure.
- Detective Fix: A Scotland Yard detective who believes Fogg is a robber and follows him throughout
the journey.

3. What are some of the obstacles Fogg faces during his
journey?

Fogg encounters various challenges, including:

1. Delays caused by weather conditions (e.g., storms, fog).

2. Missed connections with transportation (e.g., trains, ships).

3. The pursuit by Detective Fix, who believes Fogg is responsible for a robbery.

4. Cultural and geographical obstacles, such as navigating through different countries and customs.

4. How does Fogg's relationship with Passepartout evolve
throughout the story?

Initially, Fogg and Passepartout have a professional relationship, with Fogg being the employer and
Passepartout the servant. However, as the journey progresses, they develop a bond of mutual
respect and friendship. Passepartout's resourcefulness often saves Fogg from difficult situations,
and their teamwork becomes integral to their success.

5. What is the significance of the ending of the novel?

The conclusion of the novel is pivotal as it reveals that Fogg, who believes he has failed to complete
the journey in time, has actually succeeded. The twist highlights the importance of perspective and
the idea that time can be relative. Additionally, it emphasizes Fogg's character growth, as he
realizes that love and companionship, exemplified by his relationship with Aouda, are more valuable
than the wager itself.



Character Analysis

A deeper understanding of the characters can provide greater insight into the novel’s themes and
messages.

Phileas Fogg

- Fogg embodies the Victorian ideals of rationality and control. His precision and punctuality reflect
the era’s fascination with order and progress.

- Through his journey, Fogg evolves from a solitary figure to someone who values relationships and
love, particularly with Aouda.

Passepartout

- As a contrast to Fogg, Passepartout represents the human side of adventure, showcasing emotions,
spontaneity, and resourcefulness.

- His loyalty and bravery play a crucial role in overcoming obstacles, making him an indispensable
companion to Fogg.

Aouda

- Aouda symbolizes the themes of love and sacrifice. Her character adds depth to the story, as she
represents not just an object of affection for Fogg but also an individual with her own strengths and
resilience.

- Her journey from being a damsel in distress to an active participant in the adventure underscores
the evolving roles of women during the period.

Discussion Questions

To foster deeper comprehension and critical thinking, consider the following discussion questions
that can be used in classrooms or book clubs:

1. How does Verne use the concept of time to develop the plot and characters?

2. In what ways does the novel reflect the technological advancements of the 19th century?

3. How do the different cultures encountered by Fogg influence his perceptions and decisions?
4. What role does luck play in Fogg's journey, and how does it compare to the importance of
planning and preparation?

5. How does the novel address the themes of colonialism and cultural encounters, particularly in
Fogg's interactions with characters from different backgrounds?

Conclusion

"Around the World in 80 Days" remains a timeless adventure that captivates readers with its thrilling



plot and rich themes. By exploring the questions and answers related to the novel, readers can gain
a deeper understanding of the characters, themes, and messages that Jules Verne masterfully
weaves throughout the narrative. Whether for academic purposes or personal enjoyment, engaging
with these questions can enhance one’s appreciation of this literary classic, encouraging a journey of
discovery that mirrors Phileas Fogg's own adventures around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main premise of 'Around the World in Eighty
Days'?

The novel follows Phileas Fogg, a British gentleman, who wagers that he can circumnavigate the
globe in just eighty days.

Who is the author of ‘Around the World in Eighty Days'?

The book was written by Jules Verne and was first published in 1873.

What is the significance of the wager in the story?

The wager serves as the catalyst for the entire journey, propelling Fogg and his companion,
Passepartout, into a series of adventures and challenges.

What modes of transportation does Phileas Fogg use during
his journey?

Fogg travels by various means including trains, ships, and even an elephant, showcasing the diverse
forms of travel available in the 19th century.

How does Phileas Fogg's character evolve throughout the
novel?

Initially portrayed as cold and methodical, Fogg gradually reveals a more compassionate side,
particularly in his interactions with Passepartout and the various cultures he encounters.

What role does time play in 'Around the World in Eighty Days'?

Time is a central theme, as Fogg meticulously plans his journey to adhere to the schedule,
emphasizing the Victorian obsession with punctuality and the importance of time management.

What is the outcome of Fogg's journey at the end of the novel?

Fogg successfully completes his journey in exactly eighty days, winning the wager, but ultimately
realizes he has returned home just in time to discover his true feelings for Aouda, whom he marries.
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