army service uniform guide

Army service uniform guide is essential for soldiers to understand the
requirements and standards for wearing their uniforms correctly. The Army
Service Uniform (ASU) represents the professionalism, discipline, and
heritage of the United States Army. Proper wear of the ASU is not just about
adherence to regulations; it fosters unit cohesion and instills pride among
service members. This article will provide a comprehensive guide to the Army
Service Uniform, including its components, wear regulations, and tips for
maintenance and care.

Overview of the Army Service Uniform

The Army Service Uniform is a formal uniform that is worn for various
occasions, including official functions, ceremonies, and other special
events. It is designed to represent the Army’s heritage and professionalism
while providing a polished and respectful appearance.

History of the Army Service Uniform

The origins of the Army Service Uniform can be traced back to the early days
of the Army, evolving through numerous redesigns and updates. Key historical
points include:

1. Early 19th Century: The first official uniforms were adopted in 1812
during the War of 1812.

2. 20th Century Changes: The ASU was introduced as a modern uniform to
replace the Army Green Uniform in 2008.

3. Current Design: The current ASU features a dark blue coat with light blue
trousers, reflecting a more contemporary military identity.

Components of the Army Service Uniform

The Army Service Uniform consists of several key components that service
members must wear correctly. Each piece plays a vital role in presenting a
cohesive and professional appearance.

1. Coat: The ASU coat is dark blue, featuring a tailored fit and designed
with various insignia and patches as appropriate.

2. Shirt: A light blue long-sleeve or short-sleeve shirt is worn under the
coat, with a collar suitable for displaying rank insignia.

3. Trousers: Dark blue trousers are required, with a sharp crease and a
tailored fit.

4. Tie: Soldiers wear a black necktie or neck tab, which adds to the formal



appearance of the uniform.

5. Footwear: Black leather shoes, highly polished, must be worn with the ASU.
6. Headgear: The Army Service Hat or the beret is worn depending on the
occasion and unit regulations.

7. Insignia and Badges: Proper placement of insignia, badges, and ribbons is
crucial for displaying rank and achievements.

Proper Wear and Regulations

Understanding the wear regulations for the Army Service Uniform is vital for
all soldiers. The Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) and Army
Regulations (AR) provide the necessary guidelines.

General Guidelines

1. Fit and Tailoring: The ASU must fit well and be tailored appropriately to
maintain a professional appearance.

2. Condition: Uniforms should be clean, pressed, and free of any visible wear
or damage.

3. Insignia Placement: Follow AR 670-1 for the correct placement of rank
insignia, name tags, unit patches, and badges.

4. Occasions for Wear: The ASU is worn during formal events, such as:

Change of command ceremonies

Retirements

Funerals of service members

Specific Wear Instructions

- Coat: The coat should be buttoned with the collar down. Only the top button
may be left unbuttoned.

- Shirt: The shirt must be tucked in and worn with the sleeves rolled down
unless otherwise specified.

- Trousers: Trousers should be worn at the natural waist, with no sagging or
bunching.

- Footwear: Shoes must be shined and polished, with no scuffs or visible
wear.

- Headgear: The Army Service Hat should be worn with the brim level and
centered on the head.

Insignia and Awards

The Army Service Uniform allows soldiers to display their achievements
through various insignia and awards. Proper placement and wear signify a



soldier's accomplishments and status within the military.

Types of Insignia

1. Rank Insignia: Indicates the soldier's rank, worn on the epaulettes of the
coat.

2. Name Tag: Should be placed on the right side of the coat, centered above
the pocket.

3. Unit Patch: Worn on the left shoulder, representing the soldier's unit.

4. Badges: Various badges can be worn, including:

Combat Action Badge

Expert Infantryman Badge

Marksman Badge

Awards and Ribbons

Ribbons and awards are displayed above the left pocket of the ASU coat.
Soldiers must adhere to the following guidelines:

- Ribbons are worn in order of precedence, with the highest award closest to
the top.

- Only authorized ribbons may be worn, as outlined in Army regulations.

- Ribbons should be clean and properly mounted.

Maintenance and Care of the Army Service
Uniform

To ensure that the Army Service Uniform remains in top condition, soldiers
must commit to proper maintenance and care.

Cleaning and Pressing

- Dry Cleaning: The ASU coat and trousers should be dry cleaned regularly to
maintain their color and fit.

- Washing: The light blue shirt can typically be machine washed, following
care instructions.

- Pressing: Trousers and coats should be pressed to remove wrinkles and
maintain a sharp appearance.



Storage Tips

1. Hanging: Use padded hangers to prevent stretching and maintain the shape
of the coat.

2. Avoiding Sunlight: Store uniforms away from direct sunlight to prevent
fading.

3. Climate Control: A cool, dry place is best for preventing mildew and
fabric damage.

Conclusion

The army service uniform guide outlines the essential components,
regulations, and maintenance needed to wear the Army Service Uniform with
pride and professionalism. Understanding the history, proper wear, and care
of this uniform reflects the commitment of soldiers to uphold the values and
traditions of the United States Army. By adhering to these guidelines,
service members not only represent themselves but also honor their unit and
the nation they serve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Army Service Uniform
(ASU)?

The Army Service Uniform (ASU) is designed to provide a professional
appearance for soldiers in formal settings, reflecting the dignity and
tradition of the Army.

What are the key components of the Army Service
Uniform?

The key components of the ASU include the army blue coat, trousers, dress
shirt, tie, belt, and various insignia and badges that signify rank and
qualifications.

How do I determine the correct size for the Army
Service Uniform?

To determine the correct size for the ASU, soldiers should refer to the
Army's sizing chart and get measured to ensure a proper fit, especially for
the coat and trousers.



What are the regulations for wearing the Army
Service Uniform during official ceremonies?

During official ceremonies, soldiers are required to wear the ASU in
accordance with Army Regulation 670-1, ensuring all components are worn
correctly and neatly.

Can I customize my Army Service Uniform with
personal items?

Customization of the ASU is limited; soldiers may wear authorized insignia,
badges, and ribbons, but personal items or non-regulation modifications are
not permitted.

How often should the Army Service Uniform be cleaned
and maintained?

The ASU should be cleaned and maintained regularly, with dry cleaning
recommended for the coat and trousers, and shirts should be washed to keep a
neat appearance.

What should I do if my Army Service Uniform no
longer fits?

If your ASU no longer fits, you should seek alterations from a qualified
tailor or order a new uniform according to your current measurements.
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