
army code talkers answer key
Army code talkers answer key refers to the vital role played by Native
American soldiers during World War I and World War II who used their native
languages to create secure communication codes. This article explores the
history, significance, and legacy of army code talkers, while also addressing
some common questions and misconceptions surrounding them.

History of Army Code Talkers

The concept of using native languages as a military code dates back to World
War I, but it was during World War II that the practice gained prominence.
The U.S. military recognized that communicating in a language unknown to the
enemy could provide a strategic advantage. Consequently, Native American
languages were chosen due to their complexity and rarity outside their
respective communities.

World War I

During World War I, the U.S. Army sought to recruit Native American soldiers
from tribes across the country. Among these tribes, the Choctaw language was
notably utilized.

1. Choctaw Code Talkers: A group of Choctaw soldiers developed a code based
on their language, which was instrumental in transmitting important messages
during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in 1918. Their efforts helped to secure
vital communications that contributed to the success of American forces.

World War II

The use of code talkers expanded significantly during World War II, with
multiple tribes contributing to the effort.

- Navajo Code Talkers: The most famous group of code talkers, the Navajos,
were recruited by the U.S. Marines. They developed an intricate code using
the Navajo language, which was never broken by enemy forces. The code was so
effective that it played a crucial role in several key battles, including Iwo
Jima and Okinawa.

- Other Tribes: Besides the Navajos, code talkers from other tribes,
including the Cherokee, Lakota, and Comanche, also served. Each group
developed their own unique codes, which helped in various theaters of the
war.



Significance of Army Code Talkers

The contributions of army code talkers were not only pivotal in military
operations but also had lasting cultural implications.

Military Impact

The strategic advantage offered by code talkers can be seen in several
aspects:

1. Secure Communication: The use of Native American languages provided a
layer of security that was virtually unbreakable at the time. This ensured
that critical messages could be transmitted without fear of interception.

2. Rapid Transmission: Code talkers were trained to quickly encode and decode
messages, allowing for faster communication compared to traditional methods.
This speed proved essential during combat situations where time was of the
essence.

3. Boosting Morale: The presence of Native American soldiers in combat roles
helped to boost the morale of their units. Their unique skills were respected
and relied upon by their fellow soldiers.

Cultural Impact

The legacy of army code talkers extends beyond their military contributions:

- Recognition of Native Languages: The successful use of Native American
languages in warfare brought attention to their cultural significance and
complexity. This recognition helped to preserve these languages, many of
which were endangered.

- Civil Rights Movement: The valor and contributions of code talkers played a
role in the broader context of Native American rights and recognition. It
highlighted the important contributions of Native Americans to the country,
paving the way for future advocacy.

Legacy and Recognition

The legacy of army code talkers is commemorated in various ways, ensuring
that their contributions are not forgotten.



Post-War Recognition

After World War II, the contributions of code talkers were largely
unrecognized for decades. However, in the late 20th century, efforts began to
honor their service:

1. Congressional Gold Medal: In 2008, Congress awarded the Congressional Gold
Medal to the original 29 Navajo code talkers. This honor recognized their
invaluable service and sacrifice during the war.

2. Public Education: Museums, documentaries, and educational programs have
been developed to educate the public about the role of code talkers. This
includes initiatives to teach Native American languages to younger
generations, thereby preserving their heritage.

Modern-Day Recognition

Today, the legacy of army code talkers continues to inspire:

- Cultural Celebrations: Various events and ceremonies are held to honor the
memory of code talkers, particularly during Native American Heritage Month.

- Literature and Media: Books, films, and documentaries have been produced
that spotlight the stories of code talkers, bringing their experiences and
contributions to wider audiences.

- Veterans Affairs: Efforts are ongoing to ensure that the military service
of code talkers is recognized within the broader context of veteran affairs,
including benefits and memorials.

Common Questions about Army Code Talkers

As interest in army code talkers grows, several common questions arise:

What languages were used by code talkers?

The most well-known languages used by code talkers were Navajo and Choctaw,
but other languages such as Lakota, Apache, and Comanche were also employed
by various military branches.

How did the code work?



Each code talker developed a system that translated military terms and
phrases into their native language. They established a unique vocabulary for
tactical words, which allowed them to relay complex messages quickly and
accurately.

Were code talkers involved in combat?

Yes, many code talkers served in combat roles in addition to their duties as
communicators. They often participated directly in battles, using their
skills to relay messages while also engaging in combat.

What impact did code talkers have on the war?

The use of code talkers significantly enhanced the effectiveness of military
operations, enabling secure and rapid communication that was crucial for
planning and executing movements during the war.

Conclusion

The story of army code talkers is one of bravery, innovation, and cultural
pride. Their contributions during World War I and II not only aided in
military success but also paved the way for greater recognition of Native
American culture and languages. As we reflect on their legacy, it becomes
clear that the army code talkers were not just soldiers; they were vital
guardians of their languages and heritage, whose impact resonates to this
day.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary duties of the Army Code
Talkers during World War II?
The primary duties of the Army Code Talkers were to encode, transmit, and
decode secret messages using their native languages, primarily to secure
communications in the Pacific theater.

Which Native American tribes were most notably
involved in the Code Talker program?
The most notable tribes involved in the Code Talker program were the Navajo,
Choctaw, and Comanche tribes.



How did the use of native languages benefit military
communications?
The use of native languages provided a secure means of communication that was
unintelligible to enemy forces, as there were no written forms or extensive
knowledge of these languages among the adversaries.

What recognition did the Code Talkers receive after
World War II?
Many Code Talkers received awards and honors for their contributions,
including Congressional Gold Medals, and their contributions have been
increasingly recognized in history books and documentaries.

What was the significance of the Navajo language in
the Code Talker program?
The Navajo language was chosen for its complexity and lack of written form,
making it an effective tool for secure military communication.

How many Navajo Code Talkers were there during World
War II?
Approximately 400 Navajo Code Talkers served in the Marine Corps during World
War II.

What challenges did the Code Talkers face during
their service?
Code Talkers faced challenges such as prejudice and discrimination, as well
as the pressure of developing a code under intense combat conditions.

When was the Code Talker program officially
declassified?
The Code Talker program was officially declassified in 1968, allowing for the
contributions of Native American Code Talkers to be publicly acknowledged.

What impact did the Code Talkers have on modern
military communication strategies?
The success of the Code Talkers helped highlight the importance of secure
communication and the use of linguistically diverse personnel in military
operations.



Are there any memorials or monuments dedicated to
the Code Talkers?
Yes, there are several memorials and monuments dedicated to the Code Talkers,
including the National Navajo Code Talkers Museum and Veterans Center in New
Mexico.
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