army basic training graduation dates 2023

Army Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023 are highly anticipated events for families and friends of new
soldiers. Graduation marks the culmination of weeks of rigorous training, discipline, and personal
development in the Army's Basic Combat Training (BCT) program. This article will explore the
significance of these graduation dates, the training process, and what attendees can expect during the

ceremonies.

Understanding Army Basic Combat Training

Army Basic Combat Training is designed to transform civilians into soldiers. This transformation is not just
physical; it encompasses mental and emotional growth as well. The training typically lasts around ten

weeks and is divided into three phases:

1. Red Phase

- Duration: Approximately three weeks
- Focus: Soldiers learn the basics of military life, including customs, courtesies, and physical fitness. This

phase includes the initial introduction to weapons training and basic first aid.

2. White Phase

- Duration: Approximately four weeks
- Focus: Soldiers receive more advanced training in weapons handling, land navigation, and combat tactics.

This phase emphasizes teamwork and building camaraderie among recruits.

3. Blue Phase

- Duration: Approximately three weeks
- Focus: The final phase of training focuses on honing the skills learned in the previous phases. Soldiers
engage in field training exercises, culminating in a final evaluation where their skills are tested in real-

world scenarios.

Each phase builds upon the last, ensuring that by the time soldiers graduate, they are prepared for the

challenges of military life.



Army Basic Training Graduation Dates 2023

Graduation dates can vary by training location and the specific unit that recruits are assigned to. In 2023, the
Army has multiple installations where Basic Combat Training occurs, including Fort Benning, Fort
Jackson, Fort Leonard Wood, and Fort Sill. Below is an overview of expected graduation dates at some of

these locations.

Fort Benning, Georgia

Fort Benning is known for its Infantry training. The graduation dates for BCT in 2023 are as follows:
- January: 6, 13, 20, 27

- February: 3, 10, 17, 24

- March: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

- April: 7, 14, 21, 28

- May: 5, 12, 19, 26

-June: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

- July: 7, 14, 21, 28

- August: 4, 11, 18, 25

- September: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
- October: 6, 13, 20, 27

- November: 3, 10, 17, 24

- December: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Fort Jackson, South Carolina

Fort Jackson is the largest BCT installation in the U.S. Army. The graduation dates for 2023 are:
- January: 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27

- February: 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28

- March: 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28, 31

- April: 4, 7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28

- May: 2,5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23, 26, 30
-June: 2, 6,9, 13, 16, 20, 23, 27, 30
-July: 4,7, 11, 14, 18, 21, 25, 28

- August: 1, 4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29

- September: 1, 5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 29
- October: 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27, 31

- November: 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24, 28

- December: 1, 5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22, 26, 29



Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

Fort Leonard Wood primarily trains engineers, military police, and chemical soldiers. The graduation dates
are:

- January: 6, 13, 20, 27

- February: 3, 10, 17, 24

- March: 3, 10, 17, 24, 31

- April: 7, 14, 21, 28

- May: 5, 12, 19, 26

- June: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

- July: 7, 14, 21, 28

- August: 4, 11, 18, 25

- September: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
- October: 6, 13, 20, 27

- November: 3, 10, 17, 24

- December: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

Fort Sill, Oklahoma

Fort Sill is known for its artillery training. The graduation dates for 2023 include:
- January: 7, 14, 21, 28

- February: 4, 11, 18, 25

- March: 4, 11, 18, 25

- April: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

- May: 6, 13, 20, 27

- June: 3, 10, 17, 24

- July: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

- August: 5, 12, 19, 26

- September: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
- October: 7, 14, 21, 28

- November: 4, 11, 18, 25

- December: 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Preparing for Graduation

As graduation day approaches, recruits and their families can prepare for the ceremony. Here are some

essential tips:

¢ Communication: Recruits should keep in touch with their families to provide updates about the

training experience and graduation details.



e Travel Arrangements: Families should plan their travel to the graduation site well in advance, as

hotels and accommodations can fill up quickly.

¢ Dress Code: Appropriate attire for the ceremony is encouraged. While there is no strict dress code,

business casual is often a safe choice.
e Arrival Time: Arriving early is essential to find parking and secure good seats for the ceremony.

e Photography: Families should consider bringing a camera to capture this memorable occasion.

Professional photographers are often available on-site for official photos.

What to Expect During the Graduation Ceremony

Graduation ceremonies are significant events that embody the hard work and dedication of the recruits.

Below are some key components of the ceremony:
1. Welcome Address: The ceremony usually begins with a welcome address, often delivered by a
commanding officer or a distinguished guest.

2. Presentation of Awards: Exceptional recruits may receive awards for their performance during

training, recognizing their dedication and achievements.

3. Soldier's Oath: Graduates will take the Oath of Enlistment, reaffirming their commitment to serve in

the Army.

4. Remarks from Graduates: Selected recruits may have the opportunity to speak and share their

experiences during training.

5. Pass in Review: The ceremony concludes with a Pass in Review, where the graduates march in

formation, demonstrating their discipline and readiness to join the Army.

Conclusion

Attending an Army Basic Training graduation in 2023 is an exciting and emotional experience for families

and friends of the recruits. The graduation dates provide a timeline for those eagerly waiting to celebrate



the accomplishments of their loved ones. Understanding the training process and what to expect on
graduation day can help families prepare for this significant milestone. As graduates transition from training
to becoming full-fledged soldiers, they embark on a new chapter filled with challenges, opportunities, and

the honor of serving their country.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Army Basic Training graduation dates for 2023?

Army Basic Training graduation dates vary by location and training cycle. Typically, graduates can expect
their ceremonies to occur every 10 weeks after the start of their training. Specific dates can be found on the

official Army website or by contacting the respective training unit.

How can I find the graduation date for my recruit in Basic Training?

You can find your recruit's graduation date by visiting the official U.S. Army website and navigating to the
Basic Training section, or by contacting the training company directly. They can provide the most accurate

and updated information.

Are family members allowed to attend Army Basic Training graduations
in 2023?

Yes, family members are generally allowed to attend Army Basic Training graduations. However, it is
important to check with the specific training facility for any guidelines or restrictions that may be in place

due to health and safety regulations.

‘What should I expect during the Army Basic Training graduation

ceremony?

During the Army Basic Training graduation ceremony, you can expect a formal event featuring speeches,
the presentation of certificates, and a parade of the graduates. It is a time of celebration and recognition of

the hard work and dedication of the recruits.

Can I get updates about my recruit's training progress leading up to
graduation?

Yes, many training units provide updates on recruits' training progress through various communication
methods, including letters, social media, or unit websites. You can also encourage your recruit to write to

you about their experiences.



What happens after graduation from Army Basic Training?

After graduation from Army Basic Training, soldiers typically transition to Advanced Individual Training
(AIT) where they learn the specific skills for their military occupational specialty. The duration of AIT

varies depending on the chosen career path.
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