architecture in watercolor thomas
wells schaller

Architecture in watercolor Thomas Wells Schaller is a captivating subject
that delves into the unique blend of artistic expression and architectural
precision. Schaller, a renowned watercolorist, has dedicated his career to
capturing the essence of architectural forms through the fluidity and
transparency of watercolor painting. His work not only showcases his skill in
manipulating watercolors but also reflects his deep understanding of
architectural concepts, making his art a fascinating intersection of these
two disciplines.

Background of Thomas Wells Schaller

Early Life and Education

Thomas Wells Schaller was born in the United States and developed an interest
in art and architecture at a young age. He pursued formal education in
architecture, obtaining a degree that equipped him with a robust
understanding of design principles, structural integrity, and spatial
dynamics. His architectural background significantly informs his watercolor
paintings, allowing him to approach his subjects with both artistic flair and
technical knowledge.

Artistic Development

Schaller's journey into watercolor began as a means to express his
architectural ideas and visions. Over the years, he honed his skills through
various workshops and self-directed practice, gradually developing a unique
style that blends realistic architectural representation with impressionistic
elements. His works often evoke a sense of place and time, capturing not just
buildings but the atmosphere that surrounds them.

Unique Style and Technique

Watercolor as a Medium

Watercolor is a medium known for its unpredictability and transparency, which



can be both a challenge and a blessing for artists. Schaller embraces these
characteristics, using them to his advantage. His technique involves:

1. Layering: Schaller applies multiple washes to build depth and luminosity
in his paintings. This layering technique allows him to create intricate
shadows and highlights, essential for depicting architectural forms.

2. Wet-on-Wet and Wet-on-Dry Techniques: He employs both techniques to
achieve varying degrees of softness and precision. Wet-on-wet allows colors
to blend seamlessly, while wet-on-dry provides sharper lines and details.

3. Use of Color: Schaller’s color palette is often vibrant yet harmonious,
utilizing complementary colors to enhance the visual impact of his work. He
skillfully balances warm and cool tones to convey the mood of a scene.

4. Brushwork: His brushwork is deliberate yet fluid, reflecting his
architectural training. Schaller often uses larger brushes for broader washes
and smaller brushes for detailed work, maintaining a balance between
abstraction and realism.

Architectural Focus

In his paintings, Schaller often focuses on various architectural styles
ranging from classical to contemporary. Key elements of his architectural
focus include:

- Historic Buildings: Schaller frequently paints historic architecture,
capturing the beauty and intricacies of structures that tell stories of their
time.

- Modern Architecture: His portfolio also includes modern buildings,
showcasing innovative designs and materials. Schaller analyzes these
structures, emphasizing their relationship with their environment.

- Urban Landscapes: He often depicts urban scenes, integrating buildings with
their surroundings. This approach highlights the interplay between

architecture and nature, showcasing how buildings interact with light,
shadow, and landscape.

Influences and Inspirations

Architectural Influences

Schaller’s architectural training influences his artistic vision
significantly. His appreciation for historical and contemporary architects



such as:

- Frank Lloyd Wright: Known for his organic architecture and integration with
nature.

- Louis Kahn: Recognized for his monumental and monolithic structures.
- Zaha Hadid: Celebrated for her futuristic and fluid designs.

These architects inspire Schaller to explore the relationship between form
and function in his watercolor paintings.

Artistic Inspirations

Beyond architecture, Schaller draws inspiration from various artists and
movements, including:

- Impressionism: The loose brushwork and focus on light and atmosphere
resonate with Schaller’s approach to watercolor.

- Chinese Ink Painting: The fluidity and spontaneity of this traditional art
form influence his techniques and perspective.

- Contemporary Watercolor Artists: Schaller often engages with the
contemporary watercolor community, learning from peers and participating in
exhibitions and workshops.

Exhibitions and Recognition

Notable Exhibitions

Thomas Wells Schaller has exhibited his work in various prestigious galleries
and institutions. Some notable exhibitions include:

1. The National Watercolor Society: Schaller’s work has been featured in
several annual exhibitions, showcasing his contributions to the watercolor
medium.

2. The American Watercolor Society: He has received accolades and recognition
for his innovative techniques and artistic achievements.

3. Solo Exhibitions: Schaller has held numerous solo exhibitions, allowing
him to present his unique vision of architecture in watercolor to a broader
audience.



Awards and Achievements

Schaller’s work has garnered numerous awards, including:

- Gold and Silver Medals from various watercolor societies.

- Best in Show at several regional art competitions.

- Recognition in Art Publications: His work is often featured in art

magazines and journals, further establishing his reputation as a leading
watercolorist.

Teaching and Workshops

Educational Contributions

In addition to his artistic endeavors, Thomas Wells Schaller is passionate
about teaching and sharing his knowledge of watercolor techniques. He
conducts workshops and classes for aspiring artists, focusing on:

- Fundamentals of Watercolor: Teaching the basics of the medium, including
color mixing, brush techniques, and composition.

- Architectural Painting: Offering specialized instruction on how to capture
architectural subjects effectively.

- Creative Expression: Encouraging students to develop their unique styles
and approaches to painting.

Online Presence and Resources

Schaller has established a significant online presence, where he shares
tutorials, tips, and insights into his creative process. He utilizes
platforms such as:

- YouTube: Posting instructional videos that cover various techniques and
concepts related to watercolor painting and architecture.

- Social Media: Engaging with a community of artists and art enthusiasts,
sharing his work and providing feedback.

- Art Courses: 0ffering online courses that allow a wider audience to learn
from his expertise.



Conclusion

Architecture in watercolor Thomas Wells Schaller is a remarkable exploration
of the convergence between art and design. Through his masterful use of
watercolor, Schaller captures the essence of architectural forms while
conveying the emotions and stories tied to these structures. His commitment
to teaching and sharing his techniques further cements his status as a vital
figure in the watercolor community. As he continues to innovate and inspire,
Schaller remains a testament to the beauty that can be achieved when art and
architecture intertwine. His work not only enriches the art world but also
invites viewers to appreciate the architectural wonders that shape our
environments.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Thomas Wells Schaller in the context of
architecture and watercolor?

Thomas Wells Schaller is an acclaimed American architect and watercolor
artist known for his ability to blend architectural concepts with expressive
watercolor techniques, capturing the essence of buildings and environments.

What makes Thomas Wells Schaller's watercolor style
unique?
Schaller's watercolor style is distinguished by a strong focus on light and

shadow, vibrant color palettes, and a unique ability to convey depth and
atmosphere, making architectural subjects come alive on paper.

What are some common themes in Schaller's
architectural watercolor works?

Common themes in Schaller's works include the interplay between natural and
built environments, historical architecture, and the exploration of urban
spaces, often highlighting the relationship between structure and its
surroundings.

How does Thomas Wells Schaller approach the process
of creating architectural watercolors?

Schaller typically begins his process with careful sketches and studies,
followed by layering watercolors to achieve a sense of realism and emotional
impact, often working en plein air to capture the essence of a scene.



In what ways has Schaller contributed to
architectural education and practice?

Schaller has contributed to architectural education by teaching workshops and
courses focused on watercolor techniques for architects, promoting the
importance of visual representation in the design process.

What influence has Thomas Wells Schaller had on
contemporary architectural illustration?

Thomas Wells Schaller has influenced contemporary architectural illustration
by popularizing watercolor as a viable medium for architectural
representation, encouraging a shift towards more expressive and emotive
visual storytelling in design.
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