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APUSH Exam DBQ 2023 has garnered significant attention from students and educators alike, as it represents
a critical component of the Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH) exam administered by the
College Board. The Document-Based Question (DBQ) section evaluates students' abilities to analyze
historical documents and synthesize information to construct a coherent argument. As we delve into the 2023
exam, it is essential to understand the structure, preparation strategies, and common pitfalls that students
may encounter.

Understanding the DBQ Format

The DBQ section of the APUSH exam consists of one essay question that requires students to analyze a series
of historical documents. Here are the key features of the DBQ format:

Components of the DBQ

1. Prompt: The DBQ begins with a historical question or statement, which serves as the basis for the essay.
2. Documents: Students are provided with a set of 5-7 documents, ranging from primary sources such as
letters, speeches, and legislative acts to secondary sources that provide historical analysis.
3. Essay: Students must construct an essay that incorporates evidence from the provided documents while
also integrating knowledge of the broader historical context.

Scoring Rubric

The DBQ is scored on a scale of 0 to 7 points, based on the following criteria:

- Thesis (0-1 point): A clear and historically defensible thesis statement that directly addresses the prompt.
- Document Analysis (0-3 points): The effective use of documents, including sourcing, context, and analysis.
- Contextualization (0-1 point): The ability to place the argument within a broader historical context.
- Synthesis (0-1 point): The incorporation of outside information to enhance the argument.

Key Themes and Potential Topics for 2023

While the specific prompt for the 2023 APUSH DBQ is not publicly available until the exam date, it is
valuable for students to familiarize themselves with recurring themes in U.S. history that frequently appear in
DBQs. Here are some potential themes and topics:

1. Social Movements

- Civil Rights Movement: Examine the struggle for racial equality, focusing on key figures such as Martin
Luther King Jr. and events like the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
- Women’s Rights: Analyze the evolution of women’s rights from the Seneca Falls Convention to modern feminist
movements.



2. Economic Policies and Their Impacts

- New Deal: Discuss the effectiveness of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal programs in addressing the Great
Depression.
- Globalization: Analyze the effects of globalization on the U.S. economy and society in the late 20th century.

3. Foreign Relations and Wars

- Cold War: Explore the U.S. foreign policy strategies during the Cold War, including containment and d�tente.
- Vietnam War: Assess the impact of the Vietnam War on American society and its political implications.

4. Political Movements

- Progressive Era: Examine the reforms initiated during the Progressive Era, focusing on key legislation and
figures.
- Populism: Analyze the rise of populism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Preparation Strategies for the DBQ

To excel in the DBQ section, students should adopt a strategic approach to their preparation. Here are some
effective strategies:

1. Practice with Past Prompts

- Review past DBQ prompts from previous APUSH exams to familiarize yourself with the types of questions
asked.
- Practice writing essays under timed conditions to simulate the exam environment.

2. Analyze Historical Documents

- Develop skills in sourcing documents, including identifying the author, date, and purpose.
- Practice integrating quotes and evidence from the documents into your essays effectively.

3. Build a Strong Historical Foundation

- Ensure a solid understanding of key events, figures, and themes in U.S. history.
- Use study guides, textbooks, and online resources to reinforce your knowledge.

4. Develop a Thesis Statement Template

- Create a template for thesis statements that can be adapted to various prompts.
- Ensure that your thesis is specific, arguable, and addresses the prompt directly.



5. Time Management during the Exam

- Allocate your time wisely during the exam. Spend the first 15 minutes analyzing the documents and planning
your essay.
- Aim to complete your essay in about 40 minutes, leaving time for revision.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Students often encounter several pitfalls when preparing for and completing the DBQ. Here are some common
mistakes to avoid:

1. Lack of Thesis Clarity

- Ensure your thesis is clear and directly answers the prompt. Avoid vague or overly broad statements.

2. Insufficient Document Usage

- Use all provided documents in your essay. Failing to reference multiple documents can significantly reduce
your score.

3. Weak Contextualization

- Provide historical context to situate your argument within a broader narrative. This can help strengthen
your essay and demonstrate a deeper understanding.

4. Ignoring Counterarguments

- Acknowledge and address counterarguments to showcase critical thinking and strengthen your argument.

Conclusion

The APUSH Exam DBQ 2023 will undoubtedly challenge students to demonstrate their historical analytical
skills and knowledge of U.S. history. By understanding the format, familiarizing themselves with potential
themes, and employing effective preparation strategies, students can approach the DBQ with confidence.
Avoiding common pitfalls and practicing diligently will enhance their ability to craft a well-reasoned and
evidence-supported essay. As the exam date approaches, it is essential for students to remain focused and
committed to their studies, ensuring they are well-prepared to tackle this critical component of the APUSH
exam.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the structure of a DBQ in the APUSH exam?

A DBQ (Document-Based Question) typically consists of an introductory paragraph, a thesis statement,
several body paragraphs that analyze the provided documents, and a conclusion. Students must integrate
evidence from the documents while also incorporating outside knowledge.

What types of documents are typically included in a 2023 APUSH DBQ?

Documents may include primary sources such as letters, speeches, political cartoons, photographs, and
excerpts from historical texts. They are selected to provide multiple perspectives on the topic at hand.

How can students effectively prepare for the DBQ section of the APUSH
exam?

Students should practice analyzing primary sources, develop strong thesis statements, and work on organizing
their essays under timed conditions. Reviewing past DBQs and familiarizing themselves with the rubric can also
be beneficial.

What key skills are assessed in the APUSH DBQ?

The DBQ assesses students' ability to analyze historical documents, develop a coherent argument, use evidence
effectively, and demonstrate historical understanding. Critical thinking and synthesis of information are also
key components.

How important is outside information in a DBQ response?

Outside information is crucial as it helps to contextualize the documents and strengthens the argument. While
documents are essential, the incorporation of relevant historical facts and concepts is necessary to earn a
higher score.

What are common mistakes to avoid when writing a DBQ?

Common mistakes include failing to directly answer the question, not using enough evidence from the documents,
ignoring outside knowledge, and poor organization of ideas. Additionally, students should avoid being overly
descriptive without analysis.

What changes were made to the DBQ format for the 2023 APUSH exam?

As of 2023, the DBQ format remains largely consistent with previous years, but students should check for
any specific updates or changes announced by the College Board. Staying informed about any modifications in
scoring or expectations is essential for effective preparation.
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