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AP Physics C 2023 is a pivotal year for students aspiring to deepen their understanding of physics while
preparing for college-level coursework. This advanced placement course is designed for those who have a
strong background in mathematics and physics, providing a rigorous curriculum that focuses on calculus-
based concepts. In this article, we will explore the structure of the AP Physics C exam, the topics covered,

preparation strategies, and tips for success.

Understanding AP Physics C

AP Physics C is divided into two separate exams: AP Physics C: Mechanics and AP Physics C: Electricity
and Magnetism. Each exam challenges students to apply their knowledge of calculus in a physics context,

testing their understanding of fundamental principles and their ability to solve complex problems.

Exam Structure

Both exams consist of multiple-choice questions and free-response questions. Here is a breakdown of the

structure:

1. AP Physics C: Mechanics

- Total Questions: 45

- Multiple Choice: 35 questions
- Free Response: 5 questions

- Duration: 90 minutes

2. AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism
- Total Questions: 45

- Multiple Choice: 35 questions

- Free Response: 5 questions

- Duration: 90 minutes

The scoring for each section is based on the number of correct answers, with no penalty for incorrect

answers.

Topics Covered in AP Physics C



Understanding the topics covered in AP Physics C is crucial for effective preparation. Below is a list of the

key areas for both Mechanics and Electricity and Magnetism.

AP Physics C: Mechanics Topics

- Kinematics: Motion in one and two dimensions, including projectile motion.

- Newton's Laws of Motion: Understanding forces, including friction and tension.

- Work, Energy, and Power: Conservation of energy, work-energy principle, and power calculations.
- Systems of Particles and Linear Momentum: Collisions, center of mass, and impulse.

- Rotational Motion: Angular displacement, velocity, and acceleration; torque and rotational inertia.

- Oscillations and Gravitation: Simple harmonic motion, gravitational forces, and orbits.

AP Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism Topics

- Electrostatics: Charge interaction, electric fields, and potential energy.
- Circuits: Ohm’s law, series and parallel circuits, and Kirchhoff's rules.
- Magnetism: Magnetic fields, forces on moving charges, and induction.

- Electromagnetic Waves: Properties and applications of electromagnetic waves.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the AP Physics C exams requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective strategies:

1. Review Course Material

Regularly review your class notes, textbooks, and supplementary materials. Understanding the
fundamental concepts is essential, especially since calculus is heavily integrated into the problems you'll

encounter.

2. Practice with Past Exams

Utilizing past AP exams can provide insight into the types of questions you may face. The College Board

offers released exams that can be an invaluable resource.



3. Engage in Problem-Solving

Physics is best learned through practice. Work through problems systematically, ensuring you understand

each step. Focus on both conceptual questions and numerical problem-solving.

4. Form Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your learning experience. Study groups allow for the exchange of

ideas and problem-solving techniques, as well as providing motivation.

5. Utilize Online Resources

There are numerous online platforms, such as Khan Academy and YouTube, that offer video tutorials and

practice problems. These resources can clarify difficult concepts and provide additional practice.

Tips for Success on Exam Day

When exam day arrives, being prepared and managing your time effectively is crucial. Here are some tips

to help you succeed:

1. Time Management

During the exam, keep an eye on the clock. Allocate time for each section and question, ensuring you have

enough time to review your answers.

2. Read Questions Carefully

Take your time to read each question thoroughly. Misreading a question can lead to avoidable mistakes. Pay

attention to keywords and what is being asked.

3. Show Your Work



In the free-response section, always show your calculations and reasoning. Partial credit is often awarded

for correct reasoning, even if the final answer is incorrect.

4. Prioritize Questions

Start with the questions you feel most confident about. This will help you build momentum and manage

stress during the exam.

5. Stay Calm

Stress can hinder your performance. Practice relaxation techniques, such as deep breathing, to maintain

focus and calmness during the exam.

Conclusion

AP Physics C 2023 is an exciting opportunity for students to engage with advanced physics concepts and
enhance their analytical skills. By understanding the exam structure, familiarizing yourself with the
content, and employing effective study strategies, you can maximize your chances of success. Remember
that thorough preparation, practice, and a calm mindset on exam day are key components in achieving a
high score. Embrace the challenge, and let your passion for physics shine through as you approach the AP

Physics C exams!

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are the main topics covered in AP Physics C for 2023?

The main topics include Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism, covering concepts such as kinematics,

dynamics, energy, momentum, circular motion, electric fields, magnetic fields, and circuits.

How does the AP Physics C exam format look in 2023?

The AP Physics C exam consists of two sections: multiple-choice questions and free-response questions,

with a total testing time of 3 hours.



What resources are recommended for preparing for the AP Physics C

exam in 2023?

Recommended resources include AP Physics C review books, online courses, past exam papers, and

practice problems from reputable educational websites.

Are there any significant changes to the AP Physics C curriculum in
20237

As of 2023, there have been no major changes to the AP Physics C curriculum; however, it's always good

to check the College Board's official site for any updates.

What is the importance of calculus in AP Physics C?

Calculus is essential in AP Physics C as it is used to derive and understand the relationships between

physical quantities, especially in Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism.

‘What strategies can students use to excel in AP Physics C in 2023?

Students can excel by mastering fundamental concepts, practicing problem-solving regularly, forming

study groups, and utilizing AP Physics C prep courses.

How does the scoring and grading work for the AP Physics C exam?

The AP Physics C exam is scored on a scale of 1 to 5, with multiple-choice questions contributing 50% and

free-response questions also contributing 50% to the overall score.
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