
ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice

ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice was a crucial component of the Advanced Placement Literature
and Composition test administered in 2018. This section tested students' abilities to analyze and interpret
literary texts through a series of passages and questions designed to assess critical reading skills and literary
knowledge. The multiple choice segment required close reading, understanding of literary devices, and
the ability to evaluate themes, tone, and stylistic elements. This article will provide a comprehensive
overview of the ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section, including its format, types of questions,
strategies for success, and analysis of sample questions. Understanding the structure and expectations of this
portion of the exam is essential for students aiming to excel in AP Literature. The following sections will
explore the exam format in detail, discuss common question types, offer effective preparation techniques,
and highlight key takeaways from the 2018 test.
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Types of Questions and Literary Analysis Skills Tested
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Overview of the AP Literature Exam 2018 Multiple Choice
The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section was designed to evaluate students' ability to interpret
and analyze literary texts from various genres. This part of the exam focused heavily on critical reading
skills, including comprehension, inference, and evaluation of literary techniques. The passages selected for
the exam ranged from classic to contemporary works, encompassing poetry, prose, and drama. The
questions required students to identify themes, tone, imagery, symbolism, and rhetorical strategies utilized
by the authors. Success in this section reflects strong analytical thinking and a deep understanding of
literature, which are fundamental to advanced literary study.

Purpose and Importance
The multiple choice section serves as a foundational element of the AP Literature exam, accounting for a
significant portion of the overall score. It tests not only reading comprehension but also the ability to engage



with complex texts under time constraints. Mastery of this section often indicates readiness for college-level
literary analysis courses. Furthermore, the diversity of passages exposes students to a wide range of literary
styles and historical contexts, broadening their interpretive skills.

Format and Structure of the Multiple Choice Section
The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section comprised 55 questions to be completed within 60
minutes. This format requires students to read and analyze multiple passages quickly and accurately. The
exam typically included four to five passages, each followed by a series of related questions. These passages
included a mix of poetry and prose selections, providing a balanced assessment of different literary forms.

Passage Types and Distribution
In 2018, the multiple choice section generally featured the following composition:

One or two poetry passages, often from different time periods and styles.

Two to three prose passages, including excerpts from novels, short stories, or essays.

Passages selected for their complexity, richness of literary devices, and thematic depth.

This distribution ensures that students must be versatile in analyzing both poetic and prose texts, each
demanding distinct interpretive approaches.

Question Formats
Questions were mostly multiple choice with four answer options, testing various literary analysis skills.
They ranged from straightforward comprehension questions to more nuanced inquiries requiring
inference and evaluation of literary techniques. Some questions asked students to identify meanings of
words or phrases in context, analyze the effect of specific stylistic elements, or interpret the author’s tone
and purpose.

Types of Questions and Literary Analysis Skills Tested
The ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section tested a variety of literary analysis skills critical for
understanding and interpreting literary works. The questions were designed to challenge students to think
critically and engage deeply with the text.



Theme and Central Idea
Many questions focused on identifying the central theme or main idea of a passage. Students needed to
synthesize information and determine the overarching message or insight conveyed by the author.

Figurative Language and Literary Devices
Questions often asked students to analyze the use and effect of literary devices such as metaphor, simile,
imagery, symbolism, irony, and allusion. Recognizing these elements helps uncover deeper layers of
meaning within the text.

Tone and Mood
Interpreting the author’s attitude or the emotional atmosphere of a passage was a common focus. Tone
questions required discerning subtleties in diction, syntax, and stylistic choices that contribute to the
passage’s overall mood.

Structure and Organization
Some questions examined how the structure of a passage influenced its meaning or effect. This included
analyzing narrative techniques, shifts in point of view, or the arrangement of ideas.

Vocabulary in Context
Vocabulary questions tested students’ ability to deduce meanings of unfamiliar words or phrases based on
context, an essential skill for understanding complex texts.

Inference and Interpretation
Many questions required students to make inferences beyond the literal meaning, interpreting implicit
ideas or the significance of certain details within the text.

Strategies for Approaching the Multiple Choice Section
Effective preparation and test-taking strategies are crucial for excelling in the ap literature exam 2018
multiple choice section. The following approaches can help students maximize their performance.



Active Reading and Annotation
Engaging actively with each passage by annotating key ideas, literary devices, and shifts in tone can aid
comprehension and recall. Marking important details helps navigate questions more efficiently.

Time Management
With approximately one minute per question, pacing is essential. Students should allocate time wisely,
avoiding spending too long on any single question. It may be beneficial to answer easier questions first and
return to more challenging ones later.

Process of Elimination
Eliminating obviously incorrect answer choices increases the chances of selecting the correct response.
Careful comparison of remaining options helps make informed decisions.

Understanding Question Types
Familiarity with common question formats allows students to anticipate what is being asked and tailor their
reading accordingly. Recognizing whether a question targets theme, tone, or literary devices can focus
attention on relevant passage aspects.

Practice with Past Exams
Regular practice using previous AP Literature exams, including the 2018 multiple choice section, builds
confidence and improves analytical skills. Reviewing explanations for answers enhances understanding and
identifies areas for improvement.

Sample Questions and Explanations from the 2018 Exam
Analyzing sample questions from the ap literature exam 2018 multiple choice section provides valuable
insight into the exam’s demands and effective response strategies.

Sample Question 1: Theme Identification
A prose passage excerpted from a 20th-century novel was followed by questions asking students to identify
the central theme. The correct answer highlighted the conflict between individual desire and societal



expectations. This required synthesizing character actions and narrative context to determine the
underlying message.

Sample Question 2: Tone Analysis
A poem was presented with a question focused on the author’s tone. Students had to analyze diction and
imagery to conclude that the tone was melancholic and reflective. Understanding subtle word choices and
their connotations was key.

Sample Question 3: Figurative Language
A passage featured a metaphor describing a natural scene. The corresponding question asked for the effect
of this metaphor on the overall mood. The correct response emphasized how the metaphor intensified
feelings of isolation and longing.

Sample Question 4: Vocabulary in Context
One question required determining the meaning of an archaic word based on its use within the passage.
Context clues such as surrounding adjectives and the sentence’s tone guided students to the correct
definition.

Effective Approaches to Sample Questions

Read the passage carefully, noting tone, style, and literary devices.1.

Identify keywords in the question that direct attention to specific passage elements.2.

Eliminate answer choices that contradict textual evidence.3.

Confirm the chosen answer aligns with both the question and passage context.4.

Consistent practice with these approaches builds proficiency in navigating the ap literature exam 2018
multiple choice section and enhances overall test performance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What types of passages were included in the AP Literature Exam 2018
multiple choice section?
The 2018 AP Literature Exam multiple choice section included prose fiction, poetry, and drama passages,
featuring works from a range of literary periods and styles.

How many questions were on the AP Literature Exam 2018 multiple
choice section?
The 2018 AP Literature Exam multiple choice section contained 55 questions.

What skills were primarily tested in the 2018 AP Literature multiple
choice section?
The section tested skills such as literary analysis, interpretation of themes, understanding of literary
devices, and comprehension of tone and style.

Were any specific authors or works repeatedly featured in the 2018 AP
Literature multiple choice exam?
While the exam did not focus on specific authors, it featured a diverse range of canonical and contemporary
writers to assess a broad understanding of literature.

How much time was allotted for the multiple choice section in the 2018
AP Literature exam?
Students were given 60 minutes to complete the multiple choice section in the 2018 AP Literature exam.

What strategies are recommended for approaching the 2018 AP
Literature multiple choice questions?
Recommended strategies include careful reading of the passages, annotating key details, eliminating
obviously incorrect answers, and managing time effectively.

Did the 2018 AP Literature multiple choice questions focus more on



thematic interpretation or technical literary devices?
The questions balanced both thematic interpretation and analysis of technical literary devices such as
imagery, diction, and syntax.

Where can students find practice questions similar to the 2018 AP
Literature multiple choice exam?
Students can find practice questions in the official College Board released exams, AP prep books, and
reputable educational websites.

How did the 2018 AP Literature multiple choice section compare in
difficulty to previous years?
Many students and educators found the 2018 multiple choice section to be moderately challenging,
consistent with prior years, emphasizing close reading and analytical skills.

What is the scoring method for the multiple choice section of the 2018
AP Literature exam?
Each correct answer on the 2018 multiple choice section was awarded one point, with no penalty for
incorrect answers, contributing to the overall exam score.

Additional Resources
1. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
A quintessential novel of the Jazz Age, "The Great Gatsby" explores themes of decadence, idealism,
resistance to change, and the American Dream. Set in the Roaring Twenties, the story follows the
mysterious millionaire Jay Gatsby and his obsession with the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. Its rich symbolism
and complex characters make it a staple in AP Literature exam preparation.

2. Hamlet by William Shakespeare
This classic tragedy delves into themes of revenge, madness, mortality, and political intrigue. Prince
Hamlet’s quest to avenge his father’s murder is fraught with philosophical questions and moral dilemmas.
The play’s intricate language and deep character studies are frequently analyzed in AP Literature
multiple-choice sections.

3. Beloved by Toni Morrison
"Beloved" is a powerful exploration of slavery’s legacy in America, told through the haunting story of
Sethe, a former enslaved woman. Morrison’s narrative style and use of magical realism challenge readers to
confront painful historical truths. Its thematic complexity and rich symbolism are often featured in AP



Literature exams.

4. Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
This novella examines imperialism and the darkness within human nature as Marlow journeys into the
African Congo. Conrad’s dense prose and exploration of moral ambiguity make it a critical text for
understanding narrative perspective and symbolism. It frequently appears in AP Literature multiple-
choice questions focused on theme and tone.

5. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
A pioneering work in the development of the novel, "Jane Eyre" combines themes of love, morality, and
social criticism. The story follows the eponymous heroine’s growth and resilience in a restrictive Victorian
society. Its narrative style and exploration of gender and class dynamics are commonly analyzed in AP
Literature exams.

6. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Set in the racially segregated American South, this novel addresses themes of justice, morality, and human
empathy. Through the eyes of young Scout Finch, readers confront prejudice and the loss of innocence. Its
clear moral questions and strong character development make it a frequent choice for AP Literature
multiple-choice passages.

7. Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
This seminal American play critiques the American Dream through the tragic story of Willy Loman, a
struggling salesman. Miller’s use of expressionism and flashbacks offers deep insight into character
psychology and societal expectations. The play’s themes and dramatic structure are often tested in AP
Literature exams.

8. Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë
A dark and passionate tale of love and revenge set on the Yorkshire moors, "Wuthering Heights" explores
complex characters and turbulent relationships. Its non-linear narrative and gothic elements challenge
readers to analyze narrative voice and symbolism. These qualities make it a rich source for AP Literature
exam questions.

9. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
This classic American novel investigates themes of sin, guilt, and redemption in a rigid Puritan society.
Hawthorne’s use of symbolism—especially the scarlet letter itself—provides a layered reading experience.
Its moral and psychological depth frequently appears in AP Literature multiple-choice sections.
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