
ap english language and composition
2021 free response questions answers
ap english language and composition 2021 free response questions answers are
essential resources for students preparing to excel in the AP English
Language and Composition exam. This article delves into a comprehensive
analysis of the 2021 free response questions, providing detailed explanations
and answer strategies that align with the College Board’s expectations.
Understanding these questions and their corresponding answers is crucial for
mastering rhetorical analysis, synthesis, and argumentative writing skills
tested in the exam. Additionally, this guide offers insights into the exam
format, scoring criteria, and effective approaches to crafting high-quality
responses. Whether you are a student, educator, or tutor, this article serves
as a valuable tool to enhance test preparation and improve writing
proficiency. Below is an organized overview of the main sections covered in
this article.

Overview of the 2021 AP English Language and Composition Free Response
Questions

Detailed Analysis of Question 1: Rhetorical Analysis

Detailed Analysis of Question 2: Synthesis Essay

Detailed Analysis of Question 3: Argumentative Essay

Scoring Guidelines and Tips for High-Quality Responses

Overview of the 2021 AP English Language and
Composition Free Response Questions
The 2021 AP English Language and Composition exam featured three free
response questions designed to evaluate students’ critical reading and
writing abilities. These questions assess rhetorical analysis, synthesis of
multiple sources, and argumentative skills. The free response section, which
constitutes 55% of the total exam score, challenges students to demonstrate
clear understanding and effective communication through written essays. The
2021 prompts continued the tradition of requiring close reading of complex
texts and the ability to formulate coherent, well-supported arguments.
Familiarity with these questions and their expected answers provides students
with a strategic advantage in approaching the exam confidently and
successfully.



Detailed Analysis of Question 1: Rhetorical
Analysis
Question 1 of the 2021 AP English Language and Composition exam focused on
rhetorical analysis, asking students to analyze how an author employs
rhetorical strategies to achieve a specific purpose. This question requires
close attention to diction, syntax, tone, and persuasive techniques used in
the passage. Effective responses dissect the author’s choices and explain
their impact on the audience and overall argument.

Understanding the Prompt
The prompt typically presents a nonfiction passage, often an excerpt from a
speech, essay, or editorial. Students must identify key rhetorical devices
and explain how these devices enhance the author’s message. Recognizing the
context and intended audience is also critical for a thorough analysis.

Strategies for Answering Question 1
Successful essays for this question should include:

A clear thesis statement addressing how the author uses rhetoric to
achieve their purpose.

Specific examples from the text that demonstrate rhetorical techniques
such as ethos, pathos, logos, repetition, metaphor, or parallelism.

Analysis of the effect of these techniques on the audience’s perception
and the overall argument’s effectiveness.

Coherent organization that logically connects evidence to claims.

Detailed Analysis of Question 2: Synthesis
Essay
The second free response question in 2021 required students to compose a
synthesis essay, integrating multiple provided sources to support their
argument on a given topic. This task assesses the ability to incorporate
evidence effectively while maintaining a clear, focused argument. The
synthesis essay is particularly challenging because it demands both
comprehension of diverse perspectives and original analytical insight.



Nature of the Sources
The sources provided typically include excerpts from essays, articles, or
reports presenting varied viewpoints or data related to the prompt. Students
must critically evaluate these sources, select the most relevant evidence,
and weave them into a coherent argument.

Approach to Writing the Synthesis Essay
Key elements to include in a high-scoring synthesis essay are:

A precise thesis that responds directly to the prompt.

An organized structure that groups sources logically to support the
argument.

Clear citation or reference to sources to establish credibility.

Balanced use of evidence, avoiding mere summary and focusing on
analysis.

Consideration of counterarguments or alternative perspectives where
applicable.

Detailed Analysis of Question 3: Argumentative
Essay
The third free response question asks students to develop a persuasive
argumentative essay on a specific topic. Unlike the synthesis essay, this
prompt often does not provide external sources, requiring students to rely on
their own knowledge, reasoning, and examples. This essay tests the ability to
construct a compelling argument grounded in logic and supported by evidence.

Characteristics of the Argument Prompt
The prompt usually presents a claim or question that invites students to take
a clear stance. The goal is to persuade the reader through logical reasoning,
ethical considerations, and emotional appeals as appropriate.

Techniques for Writing an Effective Argumentative
Essay
Strong responses include:



A definitive thesis statement that clearly articulates the writer’s1.
position.

Well-developed paragraphs that provide reasons and evidence supporting2.
the claim.

Use of rhetorical strategies such as appeals to credibility, emotion,3.
and logic.

Recognition and refutation of opposing viewpoints to strengthen the4.
argument.

Clear, concise language and varied sentence structure to enhance5.
readability.

Scoring Guidelines and Tips for High-Quality
Responses
The College Board scores AP English Language and Composition free response
questions based on specific rubrics that measure argument development,
evidence and commentary, and sophistication of thought. Understanding these
criteria is vital for crafting responses that meet or exceed expectations.

Scoring Criteria Overview
The three main scoring dimensions include:

Thesis/Claim: Clear and defensible thesis or claim in response to the
prompt.

Evidence and Commentary: Use of specific evidence with thorough analysis
that connects back to the thesis.

Coherence and Sophistication: Logical organization, control of language,
and demonstration of complex ideas.

Tips for Maximizing Scores
To achieve the highest possible scores on the 2021 free response questions,
students should:

Carefully read and annotate the prompt and source materials to ensure
full understanding.



Develop a clear outline before writing to organize ideas effectively.

Use precise and varied vocabulary appropriate for academic writing.

Avoid vague generalizations and support claims with concrete examples.

Manage time efficiently to allow for revision and proofreading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics were covered in the AP English Language
and Composition 2021 free response questions?
The 2021 AP English Language and Composition free response questions covered
rhetorical analysis, argumentation, and synthesis, requiring students to
analyze texts, construct arguments, and integrate multiple sources.

Where can I find official answers or scoring
guidelines for the 2021 AP English Language free
response questions?
Official scoring guidelines and sample responses for the 2021 AP English
Language and Composition free response questions are available on the College
Board's AP Central website.

How should I approach the rhetorical analysis
question in the 2021 AP English Language free
response?
To approach the rhetorical analysis question, carefully read the provided
passage, identify rhetorical strategies used by the author, and explain how
these strategies contribute to the author's purpose and effectiveness.

What strategies help in writing a strong argument
essay for the 2021 AP English Language free
response?
Strong argument essays should have a clear thesis, use relevant evidence,
acknowledge counterarguments, and maintain coherent organization and formal
style.



Did the 2021 AP English Language free response
include a synthesis question, and how should it be
answered?
Yes, the 2021 free response included a synthesis question. To answer it
effectively, students must integrate multiple provided sources to support
their argument while clearly citing and analyzing each.

How are the 2021 AP English Language free response
questions scored?
The free response questions are scored using rubrics that assess thesis
clarity, evidence and commentary quality, coherence, and writing style. Each
question is scored from 0 to 6 points, then combined for a composite score.

Can I use the 2021 AP English Language free response
questions for practice, and how should I review my
answers?
Yes, the 2021 free response questions are excellent practice. After writing
responses, compare them with official sample answers and scoring guidelines
to identify strengths and areas for improvement.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering AP English Language and Composition 2021 Free Response Questions
This comprehensive guide offers detailed answers and analysis for the 2021 AP
English Language and Composition free response questions. It breaks down each
question type, providing strategies to craft effective essays. Ideal for
students looking to improve their writing and rhetorical analysis skills with
real exam examples.

2. AP English Language and Composition: 2021 FRQ Answer Key and Explanations
This book provides thorough explanations for each free response question from
the 2021 exam. It helps students understand what examiners look for in
responses and how to structure essays for maximum points. The clear answers
support self-study and review.

3. 2021 AP English Language Free Response Questions: Sample Answers and
Scoring Guidelines
Featuring sample student essays alongside official scoring guidelines, this
book aids learners in evaluating their own work. It highlights common
pitfalls and effective techniques used in the 2021 free response section.
Students gain insight into crafting high-scoring essays.

4. Cracking the AP English Language Exam 2021: Focus on Free Response
Questions



Focusing specifically on free response components, this title offers practice
prompts, model answers, and tips tailored for the 2021 test. It emphasizes
critical thinking and persuasive writing skills vital for success on the
exam. The book is a valuable tool for targeted preparation.

5. AP English Language 2021 Free Response Practice Workbook
This workbook provides a variety of practice questions modeled after the 2021
exam’s free response section. Each prompt is accompanied by detailed answer
guides that help students develop their analytical and argumentative writing.
It is designed to build confidence and proficiency through practice.

6. Analyzing Rhetoric: 2021 AP English Language Free Response Questions
Explained
Concentrating on rhetorical analysis, this book breaks down the 2021 free
response questions that require examining authors’ techniques and strategies.
It guides students through effective annotation, organization, and synthesis
of rhetorical elements. Perfect for refining analytical writing skills.

7. The Ultimate Guide to AP English Language 2021 Free Response Essays
This guide compiles comprehensive strategies, sample essays, and scoring tips
specifically for the 2021 AP English Language free response section. It helps
students understand the nuances of argument, synthesis, and rhetorical
analysis essays. The book aims to boost performance through clear, structured
advice.

8. 2021 AP English Language and Composition: Free Response Question Breakdown
This text offers an in-depth review of each free response question from the
2021 exam, including context, question intent, and sample responses. It is
designed to help students grasp the expectations and improve their essay
construction. The breakdown approach aids in focused study sessions.

9. Free Response Success: AP English Language 2021 Edition
Dedicated to mastering the free response section, this book provides step-by-
step strategies for planning, drafting, and revising essays based on the 2021
exam questions. It includes annotated examples and scoring insights to guide
students toward achieving top scores. This edition is a practical resource
for exam preparation.
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