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Anton Corbijn, U2 and I is a fascinating exploration of the deep and intricate relationship
between one of the world's most renowned rock bands and a visionary photographer and
filmmaker. Anton Corbijn, a Dutch artist known for his striking black-and-white photography
and film direction, has been a significant figure in the visual representation of music since
the 1980s. His collaboration with U2, one of the most influential bands in music history, has
produced iconic images and films that have shaped the band's identity and public
perception. This article delves into the background of Anton Corbijn, his unique style, his
collaboration with U2, and the impact of their partnership on both the band and the art of
music photography.

Background of Anton Corbijn

Early Life and Career
Anton Corbijn was born on May 20, 1955, in Strijen, Netherlands. Initially pursuing a career
in graphic design, Corbijn soon found his passion in photography. He moved to Amsterdam,
where he began photographing bands, which led him to develop a distinctive style
characterized by stark contrasts, moody atmospheres, and an emphasis on authenticity.

In the early 1980s, Corbijn moved to London, where he quickly gained recognition for his
work in the music industry. His photographs captured the essence of the bands he worked
with, including Joy Division, Depeche Mode, and U2. Corbijn's ability to convey the
emotional depth of his subjects through his lens set him apart from other photographers of
his time.

Signature Style
Corbijn's photographic style is defined by several key elements:

- Black-and-White Imagery: His preference for monochrome photography allows for a more
dramatic and timeless quality.
- Intimate Portraits: Corbijn has a unique ability to capture the vulnerability and authenticity
of his subjects, creating a sense of intimacy.
- Cinematic Approach: Many of his images have a cinematic flair, often telling a story or
evoking a particular mood.
- Use of Natural Light: Corbijn frequently utilizes natural light, enhancing the rawness and
realism of his photographs.

U2: A Band Like No Other



Formation and Early Years
U2 was formed in Dublin, Ireland, in 1976. The band consists of Bono (lead vocals and
rhythm guitar), The Edge (lead guitar, keyboards, and backing vocals), Adam Clayton (bass
guitar), and Larry Mullen Jr. (drums). They gained international fame in the 1980s with
albums like "Boy," "October," and "War." U2's music, characterized by its spiritual themes
and political consciousness, resonated with a global audience, establishing them as one of
the most significant rock bands of their era.

Musical Evolution
Throughout their career, U2 has experimented with different musical styles, from post-punk
to arena rock, incorporating elements of electronic music and world music into their sound.
Their lyrics often touch on themes of love, faith, and social justice, which has helped them
maintain relevance through the decades.

Corbijn's Collaboration with U2

Beginnings of the Partnership
Anton Corbijn's relationship with U2 began in the early 1980s when he first photographed
the band for their album "Boy." His work perfectly captured the youthful energy and
rawness of their early sound. Over the years, Corbijn became U2's go-to photographer,
shaping the visual identity of the band through iconic album covers and promotional
materials.

Iconic Works
Some of Corbijn's most notable contributions to U2's visual legacy include:

1. Album Covers:
- "The Joshua Tree" (1987): The cover photo, taken in the California desert, has become one
of the most recognizable images in music history. The stark landscape reflects the themes
of the album, which addresses social and political issues.
- "Achtung Baby" (1991): Corbijn's work on this album's cover and promotional materials
showcased a more colorful and experimental approach, aligning with U2's musical shift
during this period.

2. Music Videos:
- "One": Corbijn directed the music video for this iconic song, which visually interprets the
themes of unity and reconciliation that are central to the lyrics.

3. Live Concerts:
- Corbijn has also documented U2's live performances, capturing the energy and emotion of
their shows. His images often convey the connection between the band and their audience,
further solidifying U2's reputation as a powerful live act.



Impact on U2's Visual Identity
Corbijn's influence on U2's visual identity cannot be overstated. His ability to capture the
band's essence has contributed to their mystique and appeal. The collaboration has
resulted in a cohesive visual narrative that complements U2's musical evolution, allowing
fans to engage with the band on multiple levels.

Film Projects

Documentary Work
In addition to photography, Anton Corbijn has ventured into filmmaking. His documentary
work has often focused on music, showcasing the lives and stories of iconic musicians. His
intimate approach to storytelling allows audiences to gain a deeper understanding of the
artists and their creative processes.

Feature Films
Corbijn directed the 2014 film "A Most Wanted Man," based on John le Carré's novel. While
not directly related to U2, the film reflects Corbijn's cinematic sensibilities and attention to
character development, traits he honed through his work with the band.

The Legacy of Anton Corbijn and U2

Influence on Music Photography
Corbijn's work has left an indelible mark on the field of music photography. His ability to
blend artistry with authenticity has inspired a new generation of photographers. Many
contemporary music photographers cite Corbijn as a significant influence on their work,
emphasizing the importance of storytelling and emotional connection in their images.

Enduring Partnership
The collaboration between Anton Corbijn and U2 continues to evolve. Corbijn has remained
a trusted collaborator, contributing to various projects over the years, including album
artwork and promotional materials for tours. Their partnership exemplifies the power of
visual art in enhancing and complementing music.

Conclusion
The relationship between Anton Corbijn and U2 is a testament to the synergy between
music and visual art. Corbijn's unique style and artistic vision have helped shape the band's



identity, creating a rich visual narrative that resonates with fans around the world. As both
Corbijn and U2 continue to evolve and innovate, their legacy remains a powerful reminder
of the importance of collaboration in the world of art and music. The impact of their
partnership is felt not only in the realm of photography but also in the broader cultural
landscape, inspiring future generations of artists and musicians to explore the intersections
of their crafts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Anton Corbijn's collaboration
with U2?
Anton Corbijn's collaboration with U2 is significant as he has shaped the band's visual
identity through iconic album covers, music videos, and photography, helping to define
their artistic vision and connect with fans on a deeper level.

How did Anton Corbijn's style influence U2's image?
Corbijn's style, characterized by stark contrasts, black-and-white imagery, and a raw,
emotional aesthetic, influenced U2's image by emphasizing their artistic depth and creating
a strong visual narrative that complements their music.

What are some notable projects that Anton Corbijn
worked on for U2?
Some notable projects include the album covers for 'The Joshua Tree' and 'Achtung Baby,'
as well as music videos for songs like 'One' and 'Where the Streets Have No Name,' which
are considered classics in the band's discography.

In what ways has Anton Corbijn contributed to U2's
storytelling?
Corbijn has contributed to U2's storytelling by visually interpreting the themes of their
music, using imagery that evokes emotion and reflects the band's messages about love,
conflict, and social issues, thus enriching the audience's experience.

What impact did the 'U2 and I' documentary have on
fans and the music industry?
'U2 and I' provided fans with an intimate look at the band's creative process and personal
dynamics, impacting the music industry by highlighting the importance of visual artistry in
music and setting a precedent for artist-documentary collaborations.



How has Anton Corbijn's work with U2 evolved over the
years?
Corbijn's work with U2 has evolved from traditional photography and album art in the 1980s
to more experimental visuals and multimedia projects in recent years, reflecting changes in
technology and the band's artistic growth.
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