
antigone translated to modern english
Antigone Translated to Modern English brings to life one of the most revered tragedies in
Western literature, written by the ancient Greek playwright Sophocles. This timeless story,
featuring themes of loyalty, justice, and the struggle between individual conscience and
state law, resonates as deeply today as it did in ancient Athens. In this article, we will
explore the essential elements of Antigone, its characters, themes, and a modern English
translation that captures the essence of this powerful play.

Overview of Antigone

Antigone is the third play in a trilogy known as The Theban Plays, which also includes
Oedipus Rex and Oedipus at Colonus. Set in Thebes, the story picks up after a civil war
where two brothers, Eteocles and Polyneices, have killed each other. Antigone, their sister,
defies King Creon’s edict forbidding the burial of Polyneices, leading to a tragic series of
events.

Historical Context

To fully appreciate Antigone, it is essential to understand the social and political climate of
ancient Greece, particularly regarding:

1. The Role of Women: Women in ancient Greece had limited rights and were often
expected to be subservient to men. Antigone’s act of defiance is a bold challenge to these
societal norms.
2. The Concept of Fate: The Greeks believed in a predetermined fate, often dictated by the
gods. Antigone's struggle highlights the tension between divine law and human law.
3. Civil Disobedience: Antigone's actions raise questions about the morality of breaking
laws that one finds unjust, a theme that resonates throughout history.

Characters in Antigone

Antigone features a rich cast of characters, each representing different values and conflicts:

1. Antigone: The protagonist who prioritizes familial loyalty and divine law over the edicts of
the state.
2. Creon: The King of Thebes, who embodies the law and order of the state, often
interpreted as a tragic figure due to his rigid adherence to his own decrees.
3. Ismene: Antigone’s sister, who represents the voice of conformity and caution, initially
unwilling to join Antigone’s rebellion.
4. Haemon: Creon’s son and Antigone’s fiancé, caught between loyalty to his father and
love for Antigone.
5. Tiresias: The blind prophet who warns Creon of the consequences of his actions,



representing wisdom and foresight.

Major Themes in Antigone

The themes presented in Antigone are multifaceted, offering rich ground for analysis:

1. The Conflict Between Individual and State

Antigone's defiance of Creon’s decree represents the struggle between personal beliefs and
the laws of the state. This theme is particularly relevant in modern discussions about civil
rights and personal freedoms.

- Personal Conscience vs. Authority: Antigone believes that the laws of the gods supersede
the laws of man, leading her to act against Creon’s orders.
- Consequences of Defiance: Both Antigone and Creon face dire consequences for their
positions, illustrating the complexities of authority and rebellion.

2. The Nature of Law

The play raises questions about what constitutes just law:

- Divine Law vs. Human Law: Antigone argues that the divine laws governing burial rites are
more important than Creon’s laws.
- Justice and Injustice: Creon’s rigid legalism leads to tragic outcomes, suggesting that laws
must be tempered with compassion.

3. Fate and Free Will

The interplay of fate and free will is central to the narrative:

- Inevitability of Fate: The characters are caught in a web of fate, suggesting that their
choices, while impactful, may ultimately lead to predetermined outcomes.
- Free Will and Responsibility: Antigone’s decision to bury her brother is an assertion of her
free will, but it also leads to catastrophic consequences, raising questions about the nature
of choice.

Modern English Translation of Antigone

A modern English translation of Antigone seeks to maintain the play's emotional intensity
while making the language accessible. Below is a simplified rendition of key scenes to
illustrate this approach.



Prologue: Antigone and Ismene

Antigone: "Ismene, have you heard what Creon has declared? Our brother Polyneices will
not be buried. It is against the law!"

Ismene: "But, sister, we cannot defy the king! He will punish us severely."

Antigone: "I cannot let my brother rot without a proper burial. The gods demand it!"

The Conflict with Creon

Creon: "Who dares to defy my orders? Anyone who buries Polyneices will face death!"

Antigone: "I did it! I buried him. You can kill me, but I will not let my brother suffer without
honor."

Creon: "You are a fool! You will bring ruin upon us all."

The Tragic Conclusion

Haemon: "Father, listen to reason. Antigone deserves compassion, not punishment."

Creon: "She broke the law! I will not show weakness."

Antigone: "I will die proud, knowing that I honored my brother. You may imprison my body,
but my spirit is free."

Impact and Legacy of Antigone

Antigone has had a profound impact on literature, philosophy, and political thought. Its
themes of resistance and moral integrity continue to inspire movements for justice and
human rights around the world.

- Influence on Literature: Many playwrights and authors have drawn from Antigone’s
themes and characters, adapting them to modern contexts.
- Philosophical Discussions: The moral dilemmas presented in the play have been subjects
of philosophical inquiry, particularly in ethics and political theory.
- Cultural Relevance: Antigone’s struggle against tyranny and her commitment to her
beliefs resonate with contemporary issues of civil disobedience and state authority.



Conclusion

Antigone Translated to Modern English not only makes a classic accessible but also
revitalizes its themes for contemporary audiences. Antigone’s unwavering commitment to
her beliefs in the face of overwhelming opposition serves as a powerful reminder of the
importance of individual conscience. As society grapples with issues of justice, authority,
and moral responsibility, Antigone remains a crucial text, urging us to question the laws we
live by and the values we uphold. The enduring relevance of this ancient tragedy ensures
that it will continue to inspire and provoke thought for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main conflict in 'Antigone' when translated
to modern English?
The main conflict in 'Antigone' revolves around the clash between individual moral duty and
state law, particularly regarding the burial of Antigone's brother, Polynices, who was
deemed a traitor.

How does the modern translation of 'Antigone' affect its
themes?
Modern translations of 'Antigone' make its themes of justice, loyalty, and the struggle
against tyranny more accessible, allowing contemporary audiences to relate to the
characters' dilemmas in a current context.

What are some key characters in 'Antigone' and how
are they portrayed in modern English?
Key characters include Antigone, who is portrayed as a passionate and defiant figure;
Creon, who represents rigid authority; and Ismene, who embodies the conflict between fear
and loyalty. Modern translations highlight their emotional struggles and motivations.

Why is Antigone’s decision to bury her brother
significant in modern discussions?
Antigone’s decision is significant as it raises questions about civil disobedience, familial
loyalty, and personal ethics versus societal rules, which resonate with modern issues of
justice and human rights.

What modern themes are emphasized in contemporary
translations of 'Antigone'?
Contemporary translations emphasize themes such as feminism, the consequences of



authority, the importance of personal conviction, and the complexities of moral choice in a
politically charged environment.

How does modern English translation impact the
accessibility of 'Antigone' for students?
Modern English translations make 'Antigone' more relatable and understandable for
students, allowing them to engage with the text without the barriers of archaic language,
thus enhancing their comprehension and enjoyment.

What are the differences in language style between
ancient and modern translations of 'Antigone'?
Modern translations use contemporary language and idiomatic expressions, making
dialogues more direct and relatable, whereas ancient texts often feature elevated
language, poetic structures, and complex metaphors.

How does the character of Creon reflect modern
leadership challenges in 'Antigone'?
Creon’s inflexible stance and the consequences of his decisions serve as a commentary on
modern leadership challenges, such as the balance between authority and empathy, and
the dangers of absolute power.

What role does the chorus play in modern translations
of 'Antigone'?
In modern translations, the chorus is often adapted to provide commentary on the action in
a way that resonates with contemporary audiences, highlighting moral lessons and societal
reflections relevant today.

How can 'Antigone' be relevant to today's social justice
movements?
Antigone’s defiance against unjust laws and her commitment to her principles parallel
today's social justice movements, inspiring discussions about resistance, the fight for
equality, and the importance of standing up for one’s beliefs.
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