answers to the hobbit study guide

Answers to the Hobbit Study Guide provide a comprehensive understanding of
J.R.R. Tolkien's beloved novel, "The Hobbit." This fantasy classic not only
captivates readers with its enchanting tale and rich world-building but also
serves as an educational resource for students and enthusiasts alike. The
study guide typically includes questions about character development, themes,
plot points, and significant symbols, all of which contribute to a deeper
appreciation of the text. In this article, we will explore various aspects of
the study guide and provide answers to some common questions, enhancing your
grasp of this literary masterpiece.

Plot Summary

"The Hobbit" follows the journey of Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit who enjoys a
quiet and comfortable life in the Shire. His adventure begins when the wizard
Gandalf and a group of thirteen dwarves, led by Thorin Oakenshield, invade
his home and enlist his help to reclaim their homeland and treasure from the
dragon Smaug. As Bilbo travels through perilous lands, he encounters trolls,
goblins, elves, and giant spiders, ultimately discovering his own courage and
resourcefulness.

Key Plot Points

1. Bilbo’s Reluctance: At the beginning of the story, Bilbo is content with
his peaceful life and resists the call to adventure.

2. The Unexpected Party: Gandalf and the dwarves arrive at Bilbo's home,
marking the start of their quest.

3. The Trolls: Bilbo’s first test comes when he attempts to pickpocket a
group of trolls, leading to a dangerous encounter.

4. Riddles in the Dark: Bilbo meets Gollum in the goblin caves and engages in
a riddle contest, discovering the One Ring.

5. The Battle of Five Armies: The climax of the story occurs with a
significant battle involving dwarves, elves, men, and goblins.

Character Analysis

Understanding the characters in "The Hobbit" is essential for grasping the
narrative's depth. Each character plays a pivotal role in Bilbo's journey and
development.



Main Characters

- Bilbo Baggins: The protagonist, whose growth from a timid hobbit to a brave
adventurer is central to the story.

- Gandalf: The wise wizard who guides Bilbo and the dwarves, representing
wisdom and foresight.

- Thorin Oakenshield: The leader of the dwarves, whose determination to
reclaim his homeland often brings him into conflict with others.

- Smaug: The dragon who hoards the dwarves' treasure, symbolizing greed and
destruction.

- Gollum: A tragic figure representing the corrupting nature of the One Ring.

Character Relationships

- Bilbo and Gandalf: Gandalf serves as a mentor to Bilbo, encouraging his
growth and bravery.

- Bilbo and Thorin: Their relationship is complex, with Bilbo's cleverness
often saving the dwarves, creating a bond of respect.

- Bilbo and Smaug: Bilbo's encounter with Smaug illustrates his growth as he
confronts danger directly.

Themes

The themes in "The Hobbit" provide insight into its moral and philosophical
underpinnings.

Key Themes

1. Courage and Growth: Bilbo’s transformation from a hesitant hobbit to a
courageous hero highlights the theme of personal growth.

2. Greed and Destruction: The dragon Smaug embodies the destructive nature of
greed, affecting not only him but also those around him.

3. Friendship and Loyalty: The bonds formed between Bilbo and the dwarves
demonstrate the importance of camaraderie and loyalty in overcoming
adversity.

4. Home and Belonging: Bilbo’s longing for home contrasts with the
adventurous spirit of the dwarves, prompting reflections on the meaning of
home.

Symbols

Symbols enrich the narrative and add layers of meaning to the story.



Key Symbols

- The One Ring: Represents power and corruption; it significantly affects
those who possess it.

- Sting: Bilbo’'s sword symbolizes his transformation; it is a tool of
protection and a symbol of his bravery.

- The Arkenstone: A symbol of Thorin’s heritage and desire for power, leading
to conflict among the characters.

Important Quotes and Analysis

Quotations from "The Hobbit" capture the essence of its themes and
characters. Here are a few significant quotes with analyses:

1. “In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit.”
- This opening line introduces Bilbo's simple life and sets the stage for the
contrast between his mundane existence and the grand adventure ahead.

2. “I found it in the dark, and I will keep it.”
- This quote reflects Bilbo’'s possession of the One Ring and foreshadows the
challenges he will face as he grapples with its power.

3. “There is nothing like looking, if you want to find something.”
- Bilbo's statement emphasizes the importance of curiosity and adventure,
themes central to the narrative.

Discussion Questions

Here are some discussion questions that can deepen your understanding of "The
Hobbit":

1. How does Bilbo’'s character change throughout the story?

2. What role does fate play in the events of the novel?

3. In what ways does Tolkien use nature to reflect the characters’ emotions
and journeys?

4. How does the concept of heroism differ between Bilbo and Thorin?

Conclusion

Answers to the Hobbit Study Guide not only enhance your comprehension of the
text but also provide a framework for discussing its broader implications. By
examining the plot, characters, themes, symbols, and significant quotes,
readers can appreciate the intricacies of Tolkien's work. "The Hobbit"



remains a timeless tale of adventure, courage, and friendship, inviting
readers to embark on their journeys of discovery. Whether for academic
purposes or personal enjoyment, this guide serves as a valuable resource for
anyone looking to delve deeper into the enchanting world of Middle-earth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main quest of Bilbo Baggins in 'The
Hobbit'?

Bilbo Baggins' main quest is to help a group of dwarves reclaim their
homeland and treasure from the dragon Smaug.

Who are the members of the company that Bilbo joins?

The company consists of Thorin Oakenshield, Fili, Kili, Dwalin, Balin, Dori,
Nori, Ori, Oin, Gloin, and the wizard Gandalf.

How does Bilbo first encounter Gollum?

Bilbo first encounters Gollum while lost in the dark tunnels of the Misty
Mountains after being separated from the dwarves.

What significant object does Bilbo find during his
adventure?

Bilbo finds a magical ring that grants him the power of invisibility, which
he later learns is the One Ring.

What lesson does Bilbo learn about courage
throughout his journey?

Bilbo learns that courage can come in many forms and that being brave isn't
the absence of fear, but the willingness to face it.

What role does Smaug play in 'The Hobbit'?

Smaug is the main antagonist of the story, a powerful dragon who hoards the
treasure of the Lonely Mountain and poses a significant threat to the
characters.

How does Bilbo's character develop from the
beginning to the end of the story?

Bilbo evolves from a timid and home-loving hobbit into a clever and



resourceful hero who confidently faces challenges and dangers.

What is the significance of the Arkenstone in the
story?

The Arkenstone is a precious gem that Thorin seeks as a symbol of his
heritage, but it also becomes a point of conflict among the characters.

How does the story of 'The Hobbit' connect to 'The
Lord of the Rings'?

The events of 'The Hobbit' set the stage for 'The Lord of the Rings,'
particularly through the introduction of the One Ring and characters like
Bilbo and Gandalf.

What themes are prominent in 'The Hobbit'?

Prominent themes include the hero's journey, friendship, the struggle between
good and evil, and the importance of home and belonging.
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