answered prayers the unfinished novel
truman capote

Answered Prayers is an unfinished novel by Truman Capote that remains one of
the most fascinating literary enigmas of the 20th century. Capote, known for
his sharp-witted prose and keen observations of human nature, began this
ambitious work in the mid-1970s, attempting to explore themes of love,
betrayal, and the complexities of friendship through the lens of the
privileged elite. Although Capote never completed the novel, the fragments he
left behind provide an intriguing glimpse into his artistic vision and
personal life.

The Background of Answered Prayers

The Genesis of the Novel

Truman Capote, celebrated for his previous works such as Breakfast at
Tiffany's and In Cold Blood, envisioned Answered Prayers as a grand narrative
that would encapsulate the lives of New York'’s social elite. His intention
was to draw a parallel between the lives of the rich and famous and the
struggles of ordinary individuals. The novel was born out of his experiences
among the upper crust of society, and it aimed to expose the darker
undercurrents lurking beneath the glitzy surface.

Capote began writing Answered Prayers in the early 1970s, and he initially
planned for it to be a multi-part work. He famously referred to it as his
"magnum opus" and saw it as a culmination of his literary career. However,
his personal struggles, including battles with addiction and the decline of
his social circle, deeply affected his creative process.



