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Introduction to Annette Crosbie and "One Foot
in the Grave"

Annette Crosbie is a distinguished British actress best known for her
portrayal of the character Margaret Meldrew in the popular television series
"One Foot in the Grave." This sitcom, which aired from 1990 to 2000, was
created by David Renwick and became a defining show of its era. Crosbie's
performance contributed significantly to the show's success, making her a
beloved figure in British comedy. This article delves into Crosbie’s life,
her role in "One Foot in the Grave," and the broader impact of the series on
British television.

Background of Annette Crosbie

Born on February 12, 1934, in Edinburgh, Scotland, Annette Crosbie grew up in
a family that valued the arts. Her early education included training at the
prestigious Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA), where she honed her acting
skills. Over the years, Crosbie developed a diverse career spanning theatre,
film, and television.

Career Highlights

Crosbie's career includes a variety of notable performances. Some highlights
include:

Her role in the classic film "The Railway Children" (1970), where she
played the mother of the Protagonist family.

Her performances in various Shakespearean plays, showcasing her range as
a classical actress.

Television appearances in series such as "The Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes" and "Doctor Who."

Her versatility and dedication to her craft have earned her accolades and
respect in the acting community.



"One Foot in the Grave": Overview

"One Foot in the Grave" is a sitcom that follows the life of Victor Meldrew,
played by Richard Wilson, a grumpy pensioner who frequently finds himself in
absurd and frustrating situations. The character of Margaret Meldrew,
portrayed by Annette Crosbie, serves as Victor's long-suffering wife,
providing both support and comic relief throughout the series.

Premise and Themes

The series centers around themes of aging, frustration, and the mundane
challenges of everyday life. Victor's cantankerous personality often leads to
humorous encounters with neighbors and various service providers, while
Margaret balances his outbursts with a sense of reason and warmth. The show
reflects:

The struggles of aging and retirement

The importance of companionship in challenging times

The absurdities of modern life

The dynamic between Victor and Margaret showcases a realistic portrayal of
marital life, marked by both love and exasperation.

Annette Crosbie's Role as Margaret Meldrew

Crosbie's portrayal of Margaret Meldrew is integral to the show's success.
Her character serves as a stabilizing force in the often chaotic world of
Victor Meldrew.

Character Development

Throughout the series, Margaret is depicted as:

Supportive: Always there to provide emotional support to Victor, even1.
when his antics become too much to bear.

Patient: Margaret often exhibits remarkable patience in the face of2.
Victor's grumpiness and unrealistic expectations.



Witty: Crosbie imbues her character with a sharp sense of humor, often3.
delivering punchlines that highlight the absurdity of situations.

Her ability to balance humor with genuine emotion is a hallmark of Crosbie's
performance, making Margaret one of the memorable characters in British
sitcom history.

Crosbie's Impact on the Series

Crosbie's performance as Margaret Meldrew not only earned her critical
acclaim but also solidified her status as a beloved actress in British
television. The chemistry between Crosbie and Wilson contributed to the
show's success, creating a relatable portrayal of married life. Critics often
praise Crosbie for her ability to convey depth and nuance, making Margaret a
multi-dimensional character rather than a mere sidekick to Victor.

Legacy of "One Foot in the Grave"

The impact of "One Foot in the Grave" extends beyond its original run. The
series has been celebrated for its sharp writing, character-driven humor, and
ability to tackle serious themes with a light touch.

Critical Acclaim and Awards

"One Foot in the Grave" received several awards during its time, including:

BAFTA Awards for Best Comedy Series

National Television Awards

Various nominations for Richard Wilson and Annette Crosbie for their
performances

The show's legacy is further cemented by its continued popularity in reruns
and its influence on subsequent British sitcoms.

Reunions and Specials

In 2016, "One Foot in the Grave" celebrated its 25th anniversary with a



special episode that reunited the original cast. This reunion not only
reminded audiences of the show's enduring charm but also highlighted the
chemistry between Crosbie and Wilson that defined the series. Fans were
delighted to see the beloved characters back on screen, showcasing their
timeless humor and relatability.

Conclusion

Annette Crosbie’s role as Margaret Meldrew in "One Foot in the Grave" remains
one of her most significant contributions to television. Her ability to bring
warmth, humor, and depth to a character that often found herself in absurd
situations is a testament to her talent as an actress. The show's exploration
of aging, relationships, and the challenges of daily life resonates with
audiences even today.

As the series continues to be celebrated, Crosbie's performance serves as a
reminder of the power of comedy to address serious themes while providing joy
and laughter. The legacy of "One Foot in the Grave" and its beloved
characters, particularly Margaret Meldrew, will undoubtedly endure in the
annals of British television history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Annette Crosbie's character in 'One Foot in
the Grave'?
Annette Crosbie plays the character of Margaret Meldrew, the long-suffering
wife of Victor Meldrew.

What is the premise of 'One Foot in the Grave'?
'One Foot in the Grave' is a British sitcom that follows the misadventures of
Victor Meldrew, a grumpy pensioner, as he navigates the challenges of aging
and the absurdities of modern life.

What impact did Annette Crosbie have on the show
'One Foot in the Grave'?
Annette Crosbie's portrayal of Margaret Meldrew brought warmth and humor to
the series, providing a counterbalance to Victor's often cynical perspective
and enhancing the show's emotional depth.



How did 'One Foot in the Grave' influence British
comedy?
'One Foot in the Grave' is considered a classic of British comedy, known for
its clever writing and character-driven humor, influencing later sitcoms with
its blend of dark comedy and relatable themes.

What awards did Annette Crosbie win for her role in
'One Foot in the Grave'?
Annette Crosbie received critical acclaim for her role in 'One Foot in the
Grave', winning several awards, including a BAFTA TV Award for Best Comedy
Performance.
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