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Anne Bishop Written in Red is a captivating fantasy novel that transports readers to a
world filled with complex characters, intricate politics, and an exploration of power
dynamics. The first installment in the "The Others" series, it introduces readers to a unique
setting where humans coexist with supernatural beings known as the Others. As the story
unfolds, it delves into themes of trust, survival, and the battle against prejudice, creating a
rich tapestry that keeps the audience engaged from beginning to end.

Overview of the World of "Written in Red"

Anne Bishop's "Written in Red" is set in a world where the balance of power is delicately
maintained between humans and the Others. The Others are not merely mythical creatures
but rather a species with their own cultures, hierarchies, and ways of life. This world is
divided into territories where the Others reign supreme, and humans must navigate a
precarious existence within these boundaries.

The Setting

The story predominantly takes place in the city of Lakeside, a territory ruled by the Others.
It is a vibrant locale filled with various supernatural beings, including shapeshifters,
vampires, and elementals. The city is depicted with vivid imagery, showcasing both its
beauty and its dangers. The Others are portrayed as protectors of their territory, and their
relationship with humans is fraught with tension, mistrust, and occasional violence.

The Others vs. Humans

The conflict between the Others and humans is central to the narrative. The Others view
humans with skepticism and often regard them as lesser beings. This dynamic is
exacerbated by the history of exploitation and betrayal that humans have inflicted upon the
Others. As a result, the Others are wary of human intentions, leading to a society where
humans must constantly prove their worth and loyalty.

Main Characters

"Written in Red" introduces a cast of compelling characters, each with their own
motivations, fears, and desires. Below are some of the key figures in the story:

1. Meg Corbyn: The protagonist, Meg is a blood prophet who possesses the ability to see
the future when her skin is cut. She escapes from a life of captivity and seeks refuge with
the Others, where she learns to navigate her new reality.



2. Simon Wolfgard: The leader of the Lakeside Others, Simon is a shapeshifter who
embodies the characteristics of a wolf. He is initially wary of Meg but grows to understand
her significance in the Others' world.

3. The Others: A diverse group of beings that includes wolves, crows, and other
supernatural entities. Each character within this group adds depth to the story and
showcases the varied perspectives of the Others.

4. The Human Characters: Various human characters populate the story, including those
who oppose Meg and the Others, highlighting the broader societal tensions and prejudices
that exist between the two groups.

Thematic Elements

Anne Bishop's "Written in Red" weaves together several themes that resonate throughout
the narrative. These themes are not only pivotal to character development but also serve to
enhance the overall storytelling experience.

Power and Control

One of the primary themes in "Written in Red" is the struggle for power and control. The
Others possess immense power due to their supernatural abilities, and they often use this
power to maintain dominance over human populations. Conversely, humans seek to assert
their own power through manipulation and exploitation, leading to a constant tug-of-war
between the two groups.

Trust and Betrayal

The theme of trust is intricately woven into the relationships between characters. Meg's
journey is one of learning to trust the Others, who have been historically portrayed as
dangerous. Conversely, the Others must grapple with their own biases and the historical
betrayals they have faced at the hands of humans. This theme culminates in moments of
intense emotional conflict, as characters must decide whom to trust and when.

Identity and Belonging

Meg's quest for identity and belonging is a central focus of the narrative. As a blood
prophet, she has always been seen as an object rather than a person. Her journey towards
self-acceptance and understanding her place within the Others’ world serves as a powerful
exploration of personal identity. The Others, too, grapple with their own identities in
relation to humans and the wider world, making this theme multifaceted and relatable.



Plot Summary

The plot of "Written in Red" begins with Meg Corbyn's escape from captivity, where she was
exploited for her prophetic abilities. Seeking refuge in Lakeside, she encounters Simon
Wolfgard and the other inhabitants of the territory. Throughout the story, Meg struggles to
adapt to her new life while navigating the complexities of her powers and the dangers
posed by humans who wish to control her.

As Meg builds relationships with the Others, she discovers the intricacies of their society,
including the fierce loyalty and protection they provide to one another. However, tensions
escalate as humans begin to encroach on the territory, leading to conflicts that challenge
the fragile peace between the two groups.

The climax of the novel involves a series of confrontations that test the bonds formed
between Meg and the Others. The resolution provides a sense of hope and possibility for
the future, while also leaving room for further exploration of these themes in the sequels.

Critical Reception

"Written in Red" has received widespread acclaim from both readers and critics. Many
praise Anne Bishop's ability to create a vivid and immersive world, as well as her complex
and relatable characters. The novel's unique premise, combined with its exploration of
social issues, has resonated with a diverse audience.

Readers have particularly noted the depth of the relationships between characters,
emphasizing the emotional weight of Meg's journey and her interactions with the Others.
The blend of fantasy elements with real-world themes of prejudice, trust, and identity has
made "Written in Red" a standout in the fantasy genre.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Anne Bishop's "Written in Red" is a masterfully crafted fantasy novel that
invites readers into a world of supernatural beings and complex human emotions. Through
its exploration of power dynamics, trust, and identity, the story provides a thought-
provoking commentary on societal issues that remain relevant today. With richly developed
characters and a captivating plot, "Written in Red" lays the foundation for an engaging
series that promises to delve deeper into the intricacies of its world and the relationships
that define it. As readers follow Meg Corbyn's journey, they are left with a sense of
anticipation for the challenges and adventures that lie ahead in the subsequent
installments of "The Others" series.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Written in Red' by Anne
Bishop?
'Written in Red' explores themes of power, identity, and the struggle for autonomy within a
world where humans and supernatural beings coexist, highlighting the importance of
community and trust.

Who is the protagonist in 'Written in Red'?
The protagonist of 'Written in Red' is Meg Corbyn, a blood prophet who has the ability to
foresee the future when her skin is cut, which puts her in danger in a world dominated by
powerful Others.

How does 'Written in Red' differ from typical urban
fantasy novels?
'Written in Red' stands out from typical urban fantasy novels by focusing on the
perspectives of non-human characters and the complex dynamics between humans and the
Others, creating a unique blend of fantasy and social commentary.

What role do the Others play in the storyline of 'Written
in Red'?
The Others are central to the storyline of 'Written in Red', as they represent various
supernatural beings who have their own laws and governance, often challenging human
authority and societal norms.

Is 'Written in Red' part of a series, and if so, what is the
name of the series?
'Written in Red' is the first book in the 'The Others' series by Anne Bishop, which continues
to explore the intricate relationships and conflicts between humans and supernatural
beings in subsequent novels.
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