animal protection society of durham
adoption

Animal Protection Society of Durham Adoption is a vital initiative aimed at
rescuing, rehabilitating, and rehoming animals in need. Located in Durham,
North Carolina, this organization serves as a beacon of hope for countless
stray and abandoned animals. The society’s mission is not only to provide
shelter and care but also to facilitate the adoption process, ensuring that
animals find loving and permanent homes. This article will delve into the
various aspects of the Animal Protection Society of Durham, including its
history, mission, adoption process, and the impact it has on the community.

History of the Animal Protection Society of
Durham

The Animal Protection Society of Durham was founded in 1970, with a
commitment to animal welfare that has only grown over the decades. Initially
established as a small shelter to address the needs of abandoned and stray
animals, the society has evolved into a comprehensive animal welfare
organization. Its growth has been fueled by the dedication of volunteers,
staff, and community support, which have enabled it to expand its services
and outreach.

Milestones in Development

- 1970: The society was founded, focusing on rescuing stray and abandoned
animals.

- 1990s: Expansion of the shelter facilities to accommodate more animals and
provide better living conditions.

- 2000s: Introduction of community educational programs to raise awareness
about responsible pet ownership and spaying/neutering.

- 2010: Launch of the “Adopt, Don’t Shop” campaign to promote animal adoption
over purchasing pets from breeders.

Mission and Vision

The mission of the Animal Protection Society of Durham is to promote the
humane treatment of animals through advocacy, education, and sheltering. The
organization envisions a community where every animal has a safe and loving
home. This mission is underpinned by several key values:

- Compassion: Recognizing the intrinsic value of every animal and advocating



for their welfare.

- Education: Providing information and resources to the public to encourage
responsible pet ownership.

- Community Engagement: Actively involving the community in animal welfare
efforts through volunteering and donations.

- Collaboration: Partnering with other organizations to maximize impact and
resources.

The Adoption Process

Adopting a pet from the Animal Protection Society of Durham is a rewarding
experience, but it involves several steps to ensure that both the animal and
the adopter are well-suited for one another. Here’s a detailed overview of
the adoption process:

Step 1: Visit the Shelter

Potential adopters are encouraged to visit the shelter to meet the animals
available for adoption. The shelter is open to the public during specified
hours, allowing individuals and families to interact with pets in a friendly
environment.

Step 2: Application Submission

Once a potential adopter finds an animal they wish to adopt, they must
complete an adoption application. This application typically includes
questions regarding:

- Previous pet ownership experience

- Living situation (house, apartment, etc.)
- Other pets in the home

- Lifestyle and activity level

Step 3: Interview and Home Visit

After submitting the application, a staff member may conduct an interview or
home visit to ensure that the potential adopter is prepared for pet
ownership. This step is crucial for assessing the suitability of the living
environment for the animal.



Step 4: Adoption Fee and Agreement

If the application is approved, the adopter will pay an adoption fee. This
fee usually covers vaccinations, spaying/neutering, and any other medical
care the animal has received. The adopter will also sign an adoption
agreement, outlining the responsibilities associated with pet ownership.

Step 5: Bringing Your New Friend Home

Once all steps are completed, the new pet can go home! The shelter often
provides resources and guidance to help the adopter transition the animal
into their new environment successfully.

Benefits of Adopting from the Animal Protection
Society of Durham

Adopting a pet from the Animal Protection Society of Durham comes with
numerous benefits:

1. Saving Lives: By adopting, you are giving a second chance to an animal in
need.

2. Health Check: All animals are vaccinated, spayed/neutered, and often
microchipped before adoption.

3. Support: The shelter provides ongoing support and resources to help
adopters with their new pet.

4. Community Impact: Adoption helps reduce the number of homeless animals in
the community.

Community Engagement and Volunteer
Opportunities

The Animal Protection Society of Durham relies heavily on community support
and volunteer efforts. There are numerous ways for individuals to get
involved:

Volunteering

Volunteers play a crucial role in the day-to-day operations of the shelter.
Opportunities include:

- Animal Care: Assisting with feeding, grooming, and exercising animals.



- Adoption Events: Helping with off-site adoption events to promote animals
for adoption.

- Fundraising: Participating in or organizing fundraising events to support
the shelter’s mission.

Educational Programs

The society offers various educational programs aimed at promoting
responsible pet ownership and animal welfare. Community members can
participate in:

- Workshops on pet care and training
- School programs that teach children about animal compassion
- Seminars on spaying/neutering and its importance in reducing overpopulation

Success Stories

The impact of the Animal Protection Society of Durham can be seen through
numerous success stories of animals that have found loving homes. Here are a
few heartwarming examples:

- Bella: A Golden Retriever mix who was found abandoned and terrified. After
being nurtured and trained, Bella was adopted by a loving family and now
enjoys a happy life filled with adventure.

- Max: A tabby cat who was rescued from a difficult situation. His gentle
demeanor and playful spirit quickly won over his new owner, who reports that
Max has brought immense joy to their home.

- Rex: A young dog who had been in the shelter for several months. His
perseverance paid off when a family saw his picture online and decided to
meet him. Rex now has a forever home filled with love and playtime.

Conclusion

The Animal Protection Society of Durham plays an invaluable role in promoting
animal welfare and facilitating the adoption of pets in need. Through their
dedicated efforts, they not only rescue and rehabilitate animals but also
foster a sense of community and responsibility towards pets. By choosing to
adopt from this organization, individuals can make a significant difference
in the lives of animals while enriching their own lives with the
companionship of a furry friend. Whether through adoption, volunteering, or
community involvement, there are many ways for people to support this
essential cause and help create a better world for animals in Durham.



Frequently Asked Questions

What types of animals are available for adoption at
the Animal Protection Society of Durham?

The Animal Protection Society of Durham typically has a variety of animals
available for adoption, including dogs, cats, rabbits, and sometimes other
small animals.

How can I adopt a pet from the Animal Protection
Society of Durham?

To adopt a pet, you can visit the Animal Protection Society of Durham's
website to fill out an adoption application or visit their facility to meet
available animals.

What is the adoption fee at the Animal Protection
Society of Durham?

Adoption fees can vary depending on the type of animal and its age.
Generally, fees are used to cover vaccinations, spaying/neutering, and other
care costs.

Are there any age requirements for adopting a pet
from the Animal Protection Society of Durham?

Yes, typically you must be at least 18 years old to adopt a pet. Minors may
adopt with parental consent.

What is included in the adoption package from the
Animal Protection Society of Durham?

The adoption package usually includes spaying/neutering, vaccinations, a
microchip, and sometimes a starter supply of food or other essentials.

How does the Animal Protection Society of Durham
ensure the well-being of its animals?

The society conducts health checks, provides vaccinations, and socializes the
animals to ensure they are healthy and adoptable. They also screen potential
adopters.

Can I volunteer at the Animal Protection Society of



Durham?

Yes, the Animal Protection Society of Durham welcomes volunteers. You can
help with animal care, events, and fundraising efforts.

What should I consider before adopting a pet from
the Animal Protection Society of Durham?

Consider your lifestyle, living situation, and the time and resources you can
dedicate to a pet. Research the specific needs of the animal you're
interested in.

Does the Animal Protection Society of Durham have a
foster program?

Yes, they often have a foster program that allows individuals to care for
animals temporarily until they can be adopted.

How can I support the Animal Protection Society of
Durham if I can't adopt?

You can support the society by donating, volunteering, fostering animals, or
participating in fundraising events.
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