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In the beloved game Animal Crossing: New Leaf, fishing is one of the most engaging activities players
can partake in. This charming social simulation game offers a plethora of fish species, each with
unique characteristics, habitats, and availability. Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned angler in
the game, this comprehensive Animal Crossing: New Leaf Fish Guide will help you navigate the
aquatic world of your village. From tips on fishing techniques to detailed information about each
species, this article aims to enhance your fishing experience.

Understanding Fishing in Animal Crossing: New Leaf

Fishing in Animal Crossing: New Leaf is not just about catching fish; it’s also about enjoying the
serene environment and interacting with the villagers. To get started, you need to obtain a fishing
rod, which can be crafted or purchased. Here are some essential aspects to consider:

Types of Fishing Rods

1. Fishing Rod: The standard rod you start with, which is sufficient for most catches.
2. Golden Fishing Rod: A special rod that offers a higher chance of catching rare fish. It can be crafted
after catching every fish at least once.
3. Bamboo Fishing Rod: A unique rod that can be crafted using bamboo shoots, offering a rustic feel.

Where to Fish

Fishing spots are diverse and can be found in various locations:

- Rivers: Freshwater fish can be found in rivers that flow through your town.
- Ocean: Saltwater fish are located along the beach.
- Pond: Smaller bodies of water like ponds have specific fish types.
- Café (Island): When visiting the tropical island, you can catch unique fish not found in your main
village.

When to Fish

Timing is crucial in Animal Crossing: New Leaf. Fish are available at different times of the day and
year. Here is a breakdown:



Time of Day

- Early Morning (4 AM - 9 AM): Many species are most active.
- Daytime (9 AM - 4 PM): Some species are less common but still catchable.
- Evening (4 PM - 9 PM): Active hours for many fish, especially those that are rare.
- Night (9 PM - 4 AM): Certain nocturnal species come out, providing opportunities for unique catches.

Seasons

- Spring (March - May): New species emerge; a good time for catching.
- Summer (June - August): The most diverse range of fish, including many rare types.
- Fall (September - November): Some species migrate, but others remain.
- Winter (December - February): Limited species but includes some seasonal exclusives.

Fish Species Overview

The Animal Crossing: New Leaf Fish Guide would be incomplete without a detailed overview of the
various fish species, their availability, and key traits. Below is a categorized list of fish you can find:

Freshwater Fish

1. Bitterling
- Location: River
- Time: All day
- Size: Small
- Sell Price: 900 Bells

2. Pond Smelt
- Location: River
- Time: All day
- Size: Small
- Sell Price: 500 Bells

3. Goldfish
- Location: Pond
- Time: All day
- Size: Small
- Sell Price: 1,300 Bells

4. Koi
- Location: Pond
- Time: 4 PM - 9 AM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 4,000 Bells



5. Catfish
- Location: River
- Time: 4 PM - 9 AM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 2,000 Bells

Sea Fish

1. Horse Mackerel
- Location: Ocean
- Time: All day
- Size: Small
- Sell Price: 150 Bells

2. Guppy
- Location: River
- Time: 4 AM - 9 PM
- Size: Small
- Sell Price: 1,300 Bells

3. Tuna
- Location: Ocean
- Time: All day
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 7,000 Bells

4. Marlin
- Location: Pier
- Time: 4 AM - 9 PM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 10,000 Bells

Rare Fish

1. Coelacanth
- Location: Ocean (during rain)
- Time: All day
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 15,000 Bells

2. Arowana
- Location: River
- Time: 4 PM - 9 AM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 11,000 Bells

3. Napoleonfish



- Location: Ocean
- Time: 4 AM - 9 PM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 60,000 Bells

4. Dorado
- Location: River
- Time: 4 AM - 9 PM
- Size: Large
- Sell Price: 15,000 Bells

Fishing Techniques

To maximize your fishing success, consider these effective techniques:

Preparation

1. Check the Weather: Certain fish are more likely to appear during specific weather conditions.
2. Know Your Bait: Using bait can attract fish to your location. Craft bait using manila clams dug up
from the beach.

Fishing Approach

- Casting: Stand on the shore and press the A button to cast your line.
- Reeling In: Once you see a splash, wait for the fish to bite. When it does, press A to reel it in.
- Patience: Sometimes, fish may take a moment to bite. Stay patient and keep your line in the water.

Managing Your Inventory

- Make sure to manage your inventory effectively. Keep your fishing rod, bait, and other necessary
tools ready for use.
- Sell unwanted fish to earn Bells, and consider donating rare catches to the museum for completion.

Conclusion

The Animal Crossing: New Leaf Fish Guide serves as a valuable resource for players looking to
improve their fishing skills and knowledge. By understanding the different species, their availability,
and employing effective fishing techniques, you can enhance your gameplay experience significantly.
Embrace the tranquility of fishing while enjoying the vibrant world of Animal Crossing, and may your
fishing endeavors be fruitful! Happy angling!



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the rarest fish in Animal Crossing: New Leaf?
The rarest fish include the Coelacanth, Napoleonfish, and Blue Marlin, which can be challenging to
catch due to their specific availability and locations.

When can I catch the most fish in Animal Crossing: New Leaf?
Fish availability varies by season and time of day. Generally, early morning and late evening are the
best times, with certain fish only appearing in specific months.

How do I tell the difference between fish shadows in Animal
Crossing: New Leaf?
Fish shadows vary in size: small shadows are typically for fish like the Bitterling, medium shadows for
species like the Goldfish, and large shadows for bigger fish like the Sturgeon.

What bait can I use to increase my chances of catching fish?
You can craft fish bait using manila clams, which can be dug up on the beach. Throwing bait into the
water will spawn fish immediately, increasing your catch rate.

Are there any fish that can only be caught in the ocean?
Yes, several fish are exclusive to the ocean such as the Sea Bass, Red Snapper, and the Tuna. Make
sure to fish from the coastline for these species.

How do I increase my chances of catching a specific fish?
To catch specific fish, fish during their active months and times, use bait, and fish in their preferred
locations, such as rivers, ponds, or the ocean.

Can I sell fish for a profit in Animal Crossing: New Leaf?
Yes, you can sell fish to Timmy and Tommy at Nook's Cranny or to Flick for a higher price, especially if
the fish is rare or in high demand.
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