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Animal Crossing: New Horizons Official Complete Guide

If you're diving into the charming world of Animal Crossing: New Horizons, you're in for a
treat! This official complete guide will walk you through everything you need to know to
thrive on your deserted island, from the basics of gameplay to advanced tips and tricks.
With its delightful graphics and engaging gameplay, Animal Crossing: New Horizons has
captured the hearts of millions. Whether you're a rookie or a seasoned player, this guide
will help you make the most of your gaming experience.

Getting Started with Animal Crossing: New
Horizons

When you first start your journey in Animal Crossing: New Horizons, you will find yourself on
a deserted island after purchasing a getaway package from Tom Nook. Here’s what you
need to know to get your island life started.

Your First Day on the Island

1. Choose Your Island Layout: Upon arrival, you will have the opportunity to choose from
several island layouts. Consider the type of environment you prefer, including rivers, hills,
and beaches.

2. Meet Your Neighbors: You will initially meet two animal villagers who will become your
friends and neighbors. Interact with them to build relationships.

3. Set Up Your Tent: Find a suitable spot to set up your tent. Keep in mind that this will be
your home base, so choose a location that you like.

Essential Gameplay Mechanics

- Gathering Resources: Collect wood, stone, and other materials by using your trusty tools.
Start with a flimsy axe or shovel to gather resources.

- Crafting: Use the crafting table to create tools and furniture. Experiment with different
recipes to expand your inventory.

- Nook Miles: Complete tasks and challenges to earn Nook Miles, which can be redeemed
for items, upgrades, and more.



Building and Customizing Your Island

One of the most enjoyable aspects of Animal Crossing: New Horizons is the ability to
customize and build your island paradise.

Designing Your Island

- Terraforming: Once you reach a certain point in the game, you'll unlock terraforming,
which allows you to change the landscape of your island. You can create rivers, cliffs, and
pathways.

- Custom Designs: Use the in-game design tool to create custom patterns for paths, clothes,
and decorations. Share your designs with friends or online communities for inspiration.

Landscaping and Decor

- Furniture and Decorations: Collect furniture and decorations from Nook's Cranny, villager
gifts, or crafting. Arrange them to create themed areas, such as a beach resort or garden.

- Flowers and Trees: Plant flowers and trees to beautify your island. Hybrid flowers can be

grown by crossbreeding different colors.

Fishing, Bug Catching, and Fossil Hunting

Animal Crossing: New Horizons offers plenty of activities, including fishing, bug catching,
and fossil hunting. Here’s how to get started:

Fishing

1. Acquire a Fishing Rod: Craft a fishing rod using wood and iron nuggets.

2. Find Fish: Look for shadows in the water and cast your line. Different fish are available
depending on the time of day and season.

3. Catch Rare Fish: Keep an eye out for rare fish during certain months. Donating these to
your museum can help you complete your collection.

Bug Catching

- Crafting a Net: Similar to fishing, you can catch bugs using a net. Craft one as soon as
possible.

- ldentifying Bugs: Bugs can be found on trees, flowers, and even flying in the air. Some are
more elusive than others, so patience is key.



Fossil Hunting

- Digging Up Fossils: Use your shovel to dig up fossils scattered around your island. Each
fossil can be donated to the museum for display.

- ldentifying Fossils: After finding fossils, take them to Blathers at the museum to have
them assessed. Completing your fossil collection is a rewarding challenge.

Engaging with Villagers

Your animal neighbors are a vital part of your experience in Animal Crossing: New Horizons.

Building Relationships

- Daily Interactions: Talk to your villagers daily to build friendships. They often have tasks
for you or will share items as a gesture of goodwill.

- Gifts and Crafts: Giving gifts can improve your relationship with villagers. Crafting items
they like can make them even happier.

Events and Celebrations

Animal Crossing is known for its seasonal events. Participate in these to earn unique items
and recipes.

- Seasonal Events: Events such as Bunny Day, Halloween, and Toy Day offer limited-time
activities and rewards.

- Festivals: Engage in festivals with your villagers. These are great opportunities to collect
unique items and enjoy in-game celebrations.

Advanced Tips and Tricks

Once you've settled in, you might want to elevate your gameplay with some advanced
strategies.

Maximizing Your Resources

- Nook’s Cranny Upgrades: Upgrade Nook’s Cranny to unlock more items for purchase. This
requires selling items and meeting specific milestones.

- Resource Management: Keep track of your resources and plan your crafting projects. This
will help you avoid wasting materials.



Online Play

- Visit Friends’ Islands: Use Dodo Airlines to visit friends’ islands or invite them to yours.
This can be a fun way to trade and share resources.

- Online Events: Participate in online events and communities. Many players share tips,
designs, and trade items through social media platforms.

Final Thoughts

Animal Crossing: New Horizons is a richly layered game that offers endless opportunities for
creativity and connection. With this official complete guide, you are now equipped to
embark on your adventure and create the island of your dreams. Remember, the key to
success in Animal Crossing is patience, creativity, and making the most of your interactions
with both the environment and your villagers. Enjoy your time on the island, and may your
adventures be filled with joy and discovery!

Frequently Asked Questions

What features are included in the 'Animal Crossing:
New Horizons Official Complete Guide'?

The guide includes detailed information on gameplay mechanics, character interactions,
crafting recipes, seasonal events, and strategies for island development.

Is the 'Animal Crossing: New Horizons Official Complete
Guide' suitable for beginners?

Yes, the guide is designed to be accessible for beginners, providing step-by-step
instructions and tips to help new players navigate the game effectively.

Does the guide offer tips for optimizing resource
gathering in the game?

Absolutely! The guide includes strategies for efficiently gathering resources like wood,
stone, and flowers, as well as tips on maximizing your inventory space.

Are there any exclusive content or features in the
guide?

Yes, the guide offers exclusive artwork, developer insights, and tips from experienced
players that are not available in the game itself.



How frequently is the information in the guide
updated?

The guide is periodically updated to reflect new game updates, events, and changes,
ensuring players have the most current information.

Can the guide help with designing and decorating my
island?

Yes, it includes sections dedicated to island design, offering creative ideas and layouts to
inspire players in decorating their islands.

Where can | purchase the 'Animal Crossing: New
Horizons Official Complete Guide'?

The guide is available for purchase at major retailers, online bookstores, and digital
platforms, providing both physical and electronic formats.
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