and then there were none murderer

And then there were none murderer is a phrase that evokes the chilling atmosphere of Agatha
Christie’s famous novel, where ten strangers are lured to an isolated island only to find themselves
enmeshed in a deadly game orchestrated by an unseen antagonist. The narrative intricately weaves a
tale of suspense, betrayal, and moral reckoning, highlighting the darkest facets of human nature. This
article delves into the complexities of the murderer’s identity, motivations, and the thematic elements
that make "And Then There Were None" a timeless classic in the mystery genre.

Understanding the Plot

"And Then There Were None" was first published in 1939 and has since become one of Christie’s most
celebrated works. The plot centers around ten individuals, each with a hidden secret, who are invited
to Soldier Island. Upon arrival, they quickly realize that their host is absent, and soon after, a recorded
voice accuses each of them of committing murder. One by one, they begin to die under mysterious
circumstances, leading to a gripping race against time to uncover the murderer before they become
the next victim.

The Setting

The setting of the novel plays a crucial role in amplifying the tension and isolation felt by the
characters. Some key aspects include:

1. Isolation: Soldier Island is cut off from the mainland, creating a claustrophobic environment that
heightens the characters' fear and paranoia.

2. Atmosphere: The island's stormy weather and eerie surroundings contribute to a mood of dread
and suspense.

3. Symbolism: The island itself symbolizes judgment, serving as a microcosm where the characters
are confronted with their past misdeeds.

The Murders: A Closer Look

The methodical nature of the murders in "And Then There Were None" is a critical aspect of the
narrative. Each death is carefully planned and follows a pattern that reflects a nursery rhyme, "Ten
Little Soldiers." The progression of the murders can be broken down as follows:

1. First Murder: Anthony Marston, who is portrayed as a reckless young man, dies after drinking
poison-laced whiskey.

2. Second Murder: Mrs. Rogers, the housekeeper, succumbs to an overdose of sleeping pills, hinting at
the manipulative nature of the murderer.

3. Third Murder: General Macarthur, who is disillusioned and weary, is hit on the head and killed,
showcasing the murderer’s ability to exploit the characters' vulnerabilities.

4. Subsequent Murders: Each subsequent murder follows the nursery rhyme, leading to a sense of



inevitability and panic among the remaining characters.

Motivations Behind the Murders

The motivations of the murderer are complex and deeply rooted in themes of justice and revenge.
Each character has committed a crime that has gone unpunished, and the murderer, who serves as
judge, jury, and executioner, seeks to expose their guilt.

1. Desire for Justice: The murderer believes that the legal system has failed to deliver justice for the
victims of the characters’ past transgressions.

2. Psychological Punishment: The act of revealing their secrets and forcing them to confront their guilt
serves as a form of psychological revenge.

3. Moral Reckoning: The narrative suggests that the characters must face the consequences of their
actions, thus providing a moral lesson about accountability.

Character Analysis

The characters in "And Then There Were None" are meticulously crafted, each representing different
facets of society and morality. Their diverse backgrounds and personalities contribute to the intrigue
and complexity of the story.

Main Characters

1. Justice Wargrave: A former judge, Wargrave embodies the theme of justice. His meticulous
planning reveals his strong belief in moral rectitude, but his methods blur the lines of ethics.

2. Vera Claythorne: A governess with a tragic past, Vera represents guilt and the struggle for
redemption. Her journey throughout the novel highlights the psychological impact of her actions.

3. Philip Lombard: A soldier of fortune, Lombard’s pragmatic approach to survival contrasts with the
moral dilemmas faced by others. He is resourceful yet morally ambiguous.

4. Emily Brent: A staunchly religious woman, Brent symbolizes the rigid moral compass that ultimately
leads to her downfall.

Minor Characters

1. Dr. Armstrong: Initially a respected physician, Armstrong's insecurities and guilt culminate in his
demise.

2. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers: The devoted servants of the island, they represent loyalty but are also tainted
by their past actions.

3. General Macarthur: A war veteran who grapples with existential despair, his character adds depth
to the themes of memory and regret.



The Identity of the Murderer

The identity of the murderer is one of the most compelling aspects of "And Then There Were None."
Spoiler alert: the murderer is revealed to be Justice Wargrave, who orchestrates the entire series of
events while appearing to be one of the victims. This twist is pivotal for several reasons:

1. Unreliable Narrator: Wargrave’s manipulation of reality highlights the theme of deception that
permeates the story.

2. Moral Ambiguity: By positioning himself as the ultimate arbiter of justice, Wargrave embodies the
complexity of morality and the dangers of taking justice into one’s own hands.

3. Psychological Depth: The revelation of Wargrave's motivations adds layers to the narrative, forcing
readers to grapple with the concepts of guilt, punishment, and redemption.

Thematic Elements

"And Then There Were None" is rich in thematic content, exploring complex issues that resonate with
readers across generations.

Guilt and Conscience

The theme of guilt is central to the novel, as each character is forced to confront their past. Their
collective guilt serves as a catalyst for the murders and reflects the heavy burden of unpunished sins.

Justice and Morality

The quest for justice is a driving force in the narrative. Wargrave's actions challenge traditional
notions of morality, prompting readers to consider the implications of vigilante justice.

Isolation and Paranoia

The isolation of Soldier Island intensifies the characters’ psychological struggles. As they are cut off
from the outside world, their paranoia escalates, leading to mistrust and betrayal.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the And then there were none murderer serves as the linchpin of Agatha Christie’s
masterpiece, encapsulating the themes of guilt, justice, and moral ambiguity. The novel’s intricate
plot, memorable characters, and atmospheric setting create a timeless narrative that continues to
captivate readers. Through the lens of the murderer’s motivations, Christie invites us to reflect on the
nature of justice and the complexities of human morality. The chilling tale reminds us that every



action has consequences, and sometimes, the most dangerous judge is the one who believes they are
above the law.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the murderer in 'And Then There Were None'?

The murderer in 'And Then There Were None' is revealed to be Justice Wargrave, who fakes his own
death to carry out the murders.

What is the motive behind the murders in 'And Then There
Were None'?

The motive behind the murders is Justice Wargrave's desire to enact justice on those whom he
believes escaped punishment for their crimes.

How does the structure of 'And Then There Were None'
contribute to the suspense of the story?

The story's structure, with characters being killed off one by one, creates a sense of urgency and
suspense as the remaining characters try to figure out who the murderer is.

What literary devices does Agatha Christie use to unveil the
murderer?

Agatha Christie uses foreshadowing, red herrings, and unreliable narration to keep readers guessing
about the identity of the murderer until the very end.

How do the characters in 'And Then There Were None' reflect
the themes of guilt and justice?

Each character in the novel has a hidden past of guilt, which is explored through their reactions to the
murders, reflecting the theme that justice must be served for their crimes.

What role does isolation play in 'And Then There Were None'?

Isolation intensifies the characters' paranoia and fear, as they are trapped on an island with a
murderer, heightening the psychological tension of the story.

How does Agatha Christie challenge the reader's expectations
of the detective genre in this novel?

Christie subverts the traditional detective genre by eliminating all the characters, leaving the reader
without a clear hero or detective to solve the mystery.



What impact has 'And Then There Were None' had on the
mystery genre?

The novel is considered a classic and has influenced countless mystery stories with its innovative plot
twist and exploration of moral ambiguity.
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