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Anchor Hocking is a renowned American glassware manufacturer known for its high-
quality products and timeless designs. Established in 1905 in Lancaster, Ohio, the
company has produced a wide range of glass items, from kitchenware to decorative
pieces. Many collectors and enthusiasts are eager to learn how to identify various Anchor
Hocking products, whether for personal use, collection, or resale. This comprehensive
guide provides a detailed overview of how to recognize, date, and appreciate Anchor
Hocking glassware.

Understanding Anchor Hocking’s History

To effectively identify Anchor Hocking products, it’s essential to understand the
company’s history and evolution. Here are some key points:

- Founding: Anchor Hocking was founded by the merger of the Anchor Glass Container
Corporation and Hocking Glass Company in 1937.
- Innovations: The company introduced numerous innovations in glass manufacturing,
including tempered glass and a variety of decorative patterns.
- Product Range: Anchor Hocking has produced a vast array of glassware, ranging from
bakeware to dinnerware and decorative items.

Identifying Anchor Hocking Glassware

Identifying Anchor Hocking glassware can be done through several methods, including
examining markings, recognizing specific patterns, and understanding the materials used.

Markings and Logos

One of the most reliable ways to identify Anchor Hocking glassware is by checking for
specific markings or logos. Here are some common markings to look for:

1. The Anchor Logo: This logo typically features an anchor silhouette, often accompanied
by the name "Anchor Hocking." This logo can be found on the bottom of many glass items.
2. Date Codes: Anchor Hocking used a variety of date codes from the 1930s to the 1990s.
These codes can help date the pieces:
- A single letter represents the year of production (e.g., "A" for 1930, "B" for 1931, and so
on).
- The presence of a letter followed by a number often indicates the month and year.
3. Other Marks: Some pieces may have additional marks, such as “Made in USA” or
specific pattern names.



Recognizing Patterns

Anchor Hocking is famous for its distinctive glass patterns. Here are some iconic patterns
to look for:

- Fire-King: This line features a range of colors and patterns, including “Alice” and
“Jadeite,” which are highly sought after by collectors.
- Chip and Dip Sets: Often associated with parties and gatherings, these sets frequently
feature floral or geometric designs.
- Moonstone: Known for its milky blue color, Moonstone pieces are often ground to a
smooth finish, making them distinct.
- Cameo: Featuring a molded floral design, Cameo glassware is another popular pattern
among collectors.

Dating Anchor Hocking Glassware

Dating Anchor Hocking glassware can take some practice, but using the markings and
patterns discussed above can help. Here are some tips for determining the age of your
pieces:

Common Date Ranges

- Pre-1930s: Early pieces may lack markings or have simple logos.
- 1930s-1950s: The introduction of the anchor logo and various patterns; look for the
single-letter date codes.
- 1960s-1990s: More intricate designs and the use of multi-color glass; logging the letters
and numbers can help in dating these pieces.

Resources for Further Research

For collectors looking to deepen their knowledge, several resources can provide valuable
insights:

1. Books: There are various guides and books specifically focused on Anchor Hocking
glassware, such as "Fire-King & More: The Collectors' Guide" by D. H. Weller.
2. Online Forums: Websites and social media groups dedicated to glassware collectors
often share information and images for identification.
3. Antique Shows: Visiting antique fairs and shows can provide hands-on experience and
networking opportunities with other collectors.



Condition and Value Assessment

When collecting or buying Anchor Hocking glassware, understanding the condition and
potential value of items is crucial. Here are some factors to consider:

Assessing Condition

1. Chips and Cracks: Look for any signs of damage. Minor scratches may be acceptable,
but significant chips or cracks can drastically reduce value.
2. Clarity: Clear glass should be free from cloudiness or discoloration.
3. Pattern Wear: If a piece has a pattern, check for fading or loss of detail.

Determining Value

The value of Anchor Hocking glassware can vary significantly based on several factors:

- Rarity: Limited-edition items or discontinued patterns tend to have higher value.
- Condition: As mentioned, well-preserved items command higher prices.
- Market Trends: Values can fluctuate based on collector demand; keeping an eye on
auctions and sales can provide insights into current trends.

Popular Anchor Hocking Collections

Some collections from Anchor Hocking are particularly popular among collectors. Here
are a few to note:

- Fire-King: As mentioned, this collection features sturdy, colorful ovenware, often in
jadeite and cobalt blue.
- Baking Dishes: Many collectors seek out the classic glass baking dishes, which are both
functional and collectible.
- Depression Glass: The company produced several patterns during the Great Depression,
making these pieces historically significant.

Conclusion

The Anchor Hocking identification guide serves as an essential resource for anyone
interested in collecting or identifying Anchor Hocking glassware. By understanding the
company’s history, recognizing markings and patterns, and assessing condition and value,
collectors can navigate the world of Anchor Hocking with confidence. Whether you’re a
seasoned collector or a curious newcomer, this guide will equip you with the knowledge
needed to appreciate the craftsmanship and beauty of Anchor Hocking products. Happy
collecting!



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Anchor Hocking identification guide?
The Anchor Hocking identification guide is a resource that helps collectors and
enthusiasts identify various Anchor Hocking glassware pieces, providing information
about patterns, colors, and production dates.

How can I determine the age of my Anchor Hocking
glassware?
You can determine the age of your Anchor Hocking glassware by comparing the markings
or logos on the bottom of the pieces with those listed in the identification guide, which
often includes production years.

What are some common patterns found in Anchor
Hocking glassware?
Common patterns include Fire-King, Sapphire Blue, and the popular Bubble and
Moonstone patterns, all of which are documented in the identification guide.

Where can I find a comprehensive Anchor Hocking
identification guide?
Comprehensive Anchor Hocking identification guides can be found in bookstores, online
retailers, or as downloadable resources on collector websites and forums.

Are there any online resources for identifying Anchor
Hocking pieces?
Yes, there are several online resources, including collector forums, dedicated websites,
and social media groups where enthusiasts share information and images for identifying
Anchor Hocking glassware.

What should I look for when identifying a piece of
Anchor Hocking glassware?
When identifying a piece, look for the manufacturer's mark, pattern details, color, shape,
and any unique features noted in the identification guide.

Can I get value estimates for my Anchor Hocking
collection through the identification guide?
While the identification guide primarily focuses on identification, it may also provide
general market values or references to other resources that can help estimate the value of



your collection.

Is there a difference between Fire-King and Anchor
Hocking glassware?
Fire-King is a brand under Anchor Hocking, known for its oven-safe glassware, and while
all Fire-King pieces are Anchor Hocking, not all Anchor Hocking pieces are Fire-King. The
identification guide helps distinguish between the two.
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