
anatomy of brain arteries
Anatomy of brain arteries is a crucial aspect of understanding the complex vascular system that
supplies blood to the brain. The brain, being one of the most vital organs in the human body, requires
a steady and rich supply of oxygen and nutrients, which is primarily delivered through a network of
arteries. This article will delve into the intricate anatomy of brain arteries, their classifications,
functions, and the importance of maintaining cerebral blood flow.

Overview of Cerebral Circulation

The brain receives its blood supply from two main pairs of arteries:

1. Internal Carotid Arteries: These arteries branch from the common carotid arteries, which are
located on either side of the neck. They enter the skull through the carotid canal and divide into the
anterior and middle cerebral arteries.

2. Vertebral Arteries: These arteries are branches of the subclavian arteries and travel up the neck
through the vertebrae, entering the skull through the foramen magnum. The vertebral arteries merge
to form the basilar artery at the base of the brain.

Together, these arteries form the Circle of Willis, a crucial anastomotic structure that ensures blood
supply to the brain even if one of the main arteries becomes blocked or narrowed.

Main Brain Arteries

Understanding the major arteries that supply the brain is essential for comprehending the anatomy of
brain arteries. Below, we will explore the primary arteries in detail.

Internal Carotid Arteries

- Origin: The internal carotid artery originates from the common carotid artery, which bifurcates into
the internal and external carotid arteries at the level of the fourth cervical vertebra.
- Course: After entering the skull, the internal carotid artery ascends and gives rise to several
important branches:
- Ophthalmic Artery: Supplies the eye and surrounding structures.
- Posterior Communicating Artery: Connects the internal carotid artery to the posterior cerebral
artery, playing a role in the Circle of Willis.
- Anterior Choroidal Artery: Supplies parts of the basal ganglia and the choroid plexus of the lateral
ventricles.

- Branches: The internal carotid artery eventually bifurcates into:
- Anterior Cerebral Artery (ACA): Supplies the medial portions of the frontal lobes and the superior
medial parietal lobes.



- Middle Cerebral Artery (MCA): Supplies the lateral aspects of the frontal, parietal, and temporal
lobes.

Vertebral Arteries

- Origin: The vertebral arteries originate from the subclavian arteries and travel upward through the
transverse foramina of the cervical vertebrae.
- Course: Upon entering the skull, the vertebral arteries run along the medulla and converge to form
the basilar artery.
- Branches: The vertebral arteries give rise to several important branches:
- Posterior Inferior Cerebellar Artery (PICA): Supplies the cerebellum and the medulla.
- Anterior Spinal Artery: Supplies the anterior portion of the spinal cord.

Basilar Artery

- Formation: The basilar artery is formed by the merging of the two vertebral arteries at the base of
the brain.
- Course: The basilar artery runs along the ventral surface of the brainstem, giving off several
important branches:
- Anterior Inferior Cerebellar Artery (AICA): Supplies parts of the cerebellum and the inner ear.
- Superior Cerebellar Artery (SCA): Supplies the superior part of the cerebellum.
- Posterior Cerebral Arteries (PCA): Supplies the occipital lobe and the inferior part of the temporal
lobe.

Circle of Willis

The Circle of Willis is a critical arterial ring located at the base of the brain that serves as a major
point for arterial anastomosis. It is formed by:

- Anterior Cerebral Arteries (left and right)
- Anterior Communicating Artery
- Internal Carotid Arteries (left and right)
- Posterior Communicating Arteries (left and right)
- Posterior Cerebral Arteries (left and right)

Functions of the Circle of Willis

- Collateral Circulation: In the event of a blockage in one of the major arteries, the Circle of Willis
allows for collateral blood flow to maintain brain perfusion.
- Equal Distribution: It helps in the even distribution of blood to various brain regions, ensuring that all
parts receive adequate oxygen and nutrients.



Importance of Cerebral Blood Flow

The brain requires approximately 20% of the body's total blood supply, despite accounting for only
about 2% of body weight. Maintaining adequate cerebral blood flow is essential for various reasons:

- Oxygen Supply: Neurons are highly sensitive to oxygen deprivation; prolonged hypoxia can lead to
irreversible brain damage.
- Nutrient Delivery: Blood delivers essential nutrients, such as glucose, which is vital for energy
production in the brain.
- Waste Removal: Blood flow facilitates the removal of metabolic waste products from brain tissue.

Factors Affecting Cerebral Blood Flow

Several factors can influence cerebral blood flow, including:

1. Blood Pressure: High blood pressure can damage blood vessels, while low blood pressure can
reduce blood flow to the brain.
2. Carbon Dioxide Levels: Elevated levels of carbon dioxide can lead to vasodilation, increasing blood
flow.
3. Vascular Resistance: Changes in vascular tone can affect the ability of blood vessels to constrict or
dilate, impacting blood flow.
4. Neurotransmitters: Certain neurotransmitters can cause vasodilation or vasoconstriction, affecting
blood supply to different brain regions.

Pathologies Associated with Brain Arteries

Understanding the anatomy of brain arteries also involves recognizing various pathologies that can
arise:

- Aneurysms: Abnormal dilations of blood vessels that can rupture, leading to hemorrhagic strokes.
- Arteriovenous Malformations (AVMs): Abnormal connections between arteries and veins that can
lead to bleeding and neurological deficits.
- Ischemic Stroke: Occurs when there is a blockage in an artery supplying blood to the brain, often
due to a blood clot.
- Transient Ischemic Attacks (TIAs): Temporary interruptions of blood flow to the brain, often
considered warning signs for future strokes.

Conclusion

The anatomy of brain arteries is a complex and vital aspect of human physiology. Understanding the
structure and function of these arteries, along with their connections in the Circle of Willis, enables
medical professionals to diagnose and treat various cerebrovascular conditions effectively.
Maintaining cerebral blood flow is essential for brain health, and awareness of the factors affecting it
can help in the prevention and management of neurological disorders. As research continues to



advance, a deeper understanding of the anatomy and pathology of brain arteries will lead to
improved outcomes for patients suffering from cerebrovascular diseases.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary arteries supplying blood to the brain?
The primary arteries are the internal carotid arteries and the vertebral arteries, which branch into the
anterior, middle, and posterior cerebral arteries.

What is the Circle of Willis and its significance?
The Circle of Willis is a circular network of arteries at the base of the brain that provides collateral
circulation, ensuring blood supply even if one artery is blocked.

How do the anterior cerebral artery and the middle cerebral
artery differ?
The anterior cerebral artery primarily supplies the medial portions of the frontal lobes and the
superior medial parietal lobes, while the middle cerebral artery supplies the lateral aspects of the
cerebral hemispheres.

What role do the vertebral arteries play in brain circulation?
The vertebral arteries merge to form the basilar artery, supplying blood to the brainstem, cerebellum,
and posterior circulation of the brain.

What can happen when there is a blockage in the brain
arteries?
A blockage can lead to a stroke, causing neurological deficits depending on the area of the brain
affected due to lack of blood supply.

What are the major branches of the basilar artery?
The major branches of the basilar artery include the posterior cerebral arteries, which supply the
occipital lobe and inferior part of the temporal lobe.

How does hypertension affect brain arteries?
Hypertension can lead to the thickening of artery walls, increasing the risk of aneurysms and strokes
due to weakened blood vessel integrity.

What imaging techniques are used to study brain arteries?
Common imaging techniques include MRI angiography, CT angiography, and traditional cerebral



angiography, which visualize the blood vessels in the brain.
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