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Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition is a comprehensive textbook designed
to help students prepare for the AP U.S. History exam. This edition provides a thorough exploration of
American history from pre-colonial times to contemporary America, making it an essential resource
for both students and educators. The book is structured to not only cover the required content
outlined by the College Board but also to develop critical thinking skills through analysis,
interpretation, and synthesis of historical information.

Overview of Amsco Advanced Placement United States
History 2020 Edition

The Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition serves as a guide for students
enrolled in AP U.S. History courses. Its structure mirrors the curriculum framework set by the College
Board and incorporates historical thinking skills that are vital for success on the AP exam. The text is
organized chronologically and thematically, offering a well-rounded perspective on the complexities of
American history.

Key Features

The book is designed with several key features that enhance the learning experience:

1. Comprehensive Coverage: The text covers a wide range of topics, including major events,
movements, and figures in U.S. history. This ensures that students are well-prepared for both the
multiple-choice and essay sections of the AP exam.
2. Chapter Structure: Each chapter begins with an outline and objectives, followed by a narrative that
integrates key concepts, historical events, and critical thinking questions.
3. Primary Sources: The inclusion of primary sources allows students to engage directly with historical
documents, fostering a deeper understanding of the context and significance of events.
4. Practice Questions: At the end of each chapter, students find practice questions that mirror the
format of the AP exam, helping them assess their understanding and readiness.
5. Review Sections: The book includes review sections that summarize key concepts and provide tips
for studying effectively for the exam.

Content Breakdown

The Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition is organized into multiple units,
each focusing on different eras and themes in American history. Below is a breakdown of the content:



Unit 1: Pre-Columbian to Early Colonial America

- Key Topics:
- Indigenous cultures of North America
- European exploration and colonization
- The impact of European contact on Native American societies

- Learning Outcomes:
- Understand the diversity of Native American cultures before European arrival.
- Analyze the motivations behind European exploration and colonization.

Unit 2: The Colonial Era to the American Revolution

- Key Topics:
- Development of the thirteen colonies
- Colonial social, economic, and political structures
- Causes and effects of the American Revolution

- Learning Outcomes:
- Evaluate the factors leading to the American Revolution.
- Examine the influence of Enlightenment ideas on revolutionary thought.

Unit 3: The New Nation and the Early Republic

- Key Topics:
- The Articles of Confederation and the Constitution
- Early political parties and their ideologies
- Social movements, including abolitionism and women's rights

- Learning Outcomes:
- Assess the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.
- Analyze the debates surrounding the ratification of the Constitution.

Unit 4: Expansion and Reform

- Key Topics:
- Manifest Destiny and westward expansion
- The impact of expansion on Native Americans
- The antebellum reform movements

- Learning Outcomes:
- Understand the concept of Manifest Destiny and its implications.
- Evaluate the effectiveness of various reform movements during the antebellum period.



Unit 5: Civil War and Reconstruction

- Key Topics:
- Causes of the Civil War
- Major battles and key figures in the war
- Reconstruction policies and their impacts

- Learning Outcomes:
- Analyze the political and social factors that led to the Civil War.
- Assess the successes and failures of Reconstruction.

Unit 6: Industrialization and the Gilded Age

- Key Topics:
- The rise of industrialization and urbanization
- Labor movements and responses to industrialization
- Immigration and its effects on American society

- Learning Outcomes:
- Examine the social and economic changes brought about by industrialization.
- Analyze the challenges faced by immigrants in the late 19th century.

Unit 7: The Progressive Era to World War II

- Key Topics:
- Progressive reforms at local, state, and national levels
- U.S. involvement in World War I
- The Great Depression and New Deal policies

- Learning Outcomes:
- Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms.
- Analyze the causes and consequences of the Great Depression.

Unit 8: Post-War America to the Present

- Key Topics:
- The Cold War and its impact on U.S. foreign policy
- Civil Rights movements of the 1950s and 1960s
- Contemporary issues and challenges in American society

- Learning Outcomes:
- Assess the impact of the Cold War on American domestic and foreign policy.
- Analyze the significance of civil rights movements in shaping modern America.



Preparing for the AP Exam

The Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition is not just a textbook; it is a vital
tool for exam preparation. Here are some strategies for using the book effectively in preparation for
the AP U.S. History exam:

1. Active Reading: Engage with the text by taking notes, highlighting key points, and summarizing
sections in your own words.
2. Practice Essays: Utilize the essay prompts provided in the book to practice writing responses to
potential exam questions.
3. Timelines and Charts: Create timelines and charts to visualize historical events and their
connections over time.
4. Group Study: Discuss chapters and key themes with peers to reinforce understanding and gain
different perspectives.
5. Self-Assessment: Regularly complete the practice questions and review answers to identify
strengths and weaknesses.

Conclusion

In summary, the Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020 Edition is an invaluable
resource for students preparing for the AP U.S. History exam. Its structured approach, comprehensive
content, and emphasis on historical thinking make it an essential tool for mastering the complexities
of American history. By engaging with the material actively and utilizing the book’s features
effectively, students can enhance their understanding and improve their performance on the AP
exam. This edition not only prepares students for the test but also instills a deeper appreciation for
the rich tapestry of American history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the Amsco Advanced Placement
United States History 2020 edition?
The primary focus is to provide comprehensive coverage of U.S. history content, skills, and themes as
outlined by the College Board for the AP U.S. History exam.

How does the Amsco book help students prepare for the AP
U.S. History exam?
The book includes practice questions, exam strategies, and thematic reviews to help students
understand key concepts and improve their test-taking skills.

Are there any new features in the 2020 edition of Amsco



Advanced Placement United States History?
Yes, the 2020 edition includes updated content reflecting recent historical scholarship, new practice
questions, and enhanced online resources.

Does the Amsco book align with the latest AP U.S. History
curriculum framework?
Yes, the Amsco 2020 edition is fully aligned with the latest AP U.S. History curriculum framework and
exam format provided by the College Board.

What key themes are emphasized in the Amsco Advanced
Placement United States History 2020 edition?
Key themes include American identity, political and social change, economic systems, and the role of
America in the world.

Can teachers use the Amsco book as a primary textbook in
their AP U.S. History classes?
Yes, many teachers use the Amsco book as a primary textbook due to its thorough coverage and
alignment with AP standards.

Does the Amsco book provide any online resources or support
for students?
Yes, the 2020 edition offers online resources including quizzes, flashcards, and additional practice
materials to enhance learning.

How is the content in the Amsco Advanced Placement United
States History organized?
The content is organized chronologically, covering key periods in U.S. history, along with thematic
sections that highlight important concepts.

What strategies does Amsco recommend for effective
studying for the AP U.S. History exam?
Amsco recommends active reading, note-taking, engaging with practice questions, and reviewing
thematic essays to enhance retention and understanding.

Is the Amsco Advanced Placement United States History 2020
edition suitable for self-study?
Yes, it is suitable for self-study, as it provides clear explanations, practice questions, and strategies
that help independent learners prepare for the AP exam.
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