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Amphibian Truck Company Field Manual FM 55-150 serves as a critical resource for military
operations involving amphibious vehicles. Developed by the War Department, this manual provides
detailed instructions, procedures, and guidelines for the effective use of amphibian trucks in various
operational environments. As military strategies have evolved, so too has the necessity for efficient
transportation and logistics, particularly in amphibious assaults where standard vehicles may
struggle. This article will delve into the purpose, structure, and key content of FM 55-150,
highlighting its significance in military operations.

Purpose of FM 55-150

The primary purpose of the Amphibian Truck Company Field Manual FM 55-150 is to instruct
military personnel on the operation, maintenance, and tactical utilization of amphibian trucks. These
vehicles are designed to traverse both land and water, making them invaluable for:

1. Logistical Support: Transporting troops, supplies, and equipment across diverse terrains.
2. Tactical Operations: Facilitating quick and efficient movements in combat scenarios, especially
during amphibious assaults.
3. Emergency Response: Providing rapid response capabilities in disaster relief and humanitarian
missions.

The manual outlines the operational capabilities of amphibian trucks, ensuring that military
personnel are well-prepared to leverage these vehicles effectively in various scenarios.

Structure of FM 55-150

FM 55-150 is organized into several key sections, each addressing different aspects of amphibian
truck operations. The structure is designed to facilitate easy navigation and comprehension,
allowing military personnel to quickly locate the information they need.

1. Introduction

The introduction provides an overview of amphibian trucks, their historical development, and their
role within military operations. This section sets the stage for understanding the importance of
effective vehicle utilization in modern warfare.

2. Vehicle Description



This section includes comprehensive details about the amphibian truck's specifications, including:

- Dimensions: Physical measurements of the vehicle.
- Weight: Total weight and load capacity.
- Performance Metrics: Speed, range, and operational capabilities on land and water.

Understanding these characteristics is essential for personnel who must operate and maintain the
vehicle.

3. Operation Procedures

The operational procedures section is one of the most critical parts of FM 55-150. It details:

- Pre-Operation Checks: Safety inspections and maintenance routines to ensure the vehicle is ready
for deployment.
- Driving Techniques: Guidelines for operating amphibian trucks on various terrains and in different
weather conditions.
- Water Navigation: Specific instructions for transitioning from land to water and vice versa.

These procedures are vital for ensuring both vehicle and personnel safety during operations.

4. Maintenance and Repair

Proper maintenance is essential for the longevity and reliability of amphibian trucks. This section
covers:

- Routine Maintenance: Daily checks and regular servicing requirements.
- Troubleshooting: Common issues that may arise with amphibian trucks and how to address them.
- Repair Procedures: Guidelines for performing repairs, including parts replacement and system
diagnostics.

By following these maintenance protocols, military units can minimize the risk of vehicle failure
during operations.

5. Tactical Employment

In this section, FM 55-150 discusses the tactical application of amphibian trucks in military
operations. Key topics include:

- Tactical Movement: Strategies for deploying amphibian trucks in combat situations.
- Integration with Other Units: Coordination with infantry, artillery, and air support to maximize
operational effectiveness.
- Case Studies: Historical examples of successful amphibious operations using these vehicles.

Understanding tactical employment allows military leaders to devise effective strategies for utilizing



amphibian trucks in various combat scenarios.

Significance in Modern Military Operations

The significance of FM 55-150 cannot be overstated, particularly as military operations increasingly
require versatility and adaptability. As conflicts evolve, the need for rapid deployment and logistical
support becomes paramount. Amphibian trucks offer several advantages, including:

- Versatility: Capable of operating in diverse environments, from beaches to riverbanks.
- Mobility: Quick movement across land and water enhances operational flexibility.
- Resilience: Designed to withstand challenging conditions, amphibian trucks are reliable assets in
combat.

These vehicles have proven indispensable during historical operations, such as World War II's
amphibious assaults, highlighting the continuing relevance of the guidelines laid out in FM 55-150.

Training and Implementation

Effective training is essential for ensuring that military personnel can fully utilize the information
within FM 55-150. Training programs should encompass:

- Operational Training: Hands-on experience with amphibian trucks, including driving and
navigation.
- Maintenance Training: Instruction on routine checks, repairs, and troubleshooting.
- Tactical Drills: Simulated exercises to practice the strategic use of amphibian trucks in various
scenarios.

By investing in comprehensive training programs, military organizations can enhance their
operational readiness and effectiveness.

Conclusion

In summary, the Amphibian Truck Company Field Manual FM 55-150 is an essential resource for
military personnel operating amphibious vehicles. Its thorough coverage of operational procedures,
maintenance, and tactical employment highlights the critical role these vehicles play in modern
military operations. As conflicts continue to require flexible and rapid logistical support, the
guidelines found within FM 55-150 will remain vital in preparing military units to meet these
challenges head-on. The significance of amphibian trucks, paired with the structured knowledge
provided in the manual, ensures that military forces can maintain a strategic advantage in diverse
operational environments.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Amphibian Truck Company
Field Manual FM 55-150?
The primary purpose of FM 55-150 is to provide operational guidance and procedures for the
effective use and management of amphibian trucks in military operations.

What types of missions are amphibian trucks designed to
support according to FM 55-150?
Amphibian trucks are designed to support missions that require transportation over both land and
water, including logistics support, troop movements, and equipment transport in amphibious
operations.

How does FM 55-150 address safety protocols for operating
amphibian trucks?
FM 55-150 outlines safety protocols including pre-operation checks, driving procedures in various
terrains, and emergency response measures to ensure the safety of personnel and equipment.

What are the key maintenance practices recommended in FM
55-150 for amphibian trucks?
Key maintenance practices include regular inspection of the amphibian truck's mechanical systems,
proper cleaning after water operations, and timely repairs to prevent operational failures.

What challenges in amphibious operations are highlighted in
FM 55-150?
FM 55-150 highlights challenges such as navigating varying water conditions, managing cargo
weight distribution, and coordinating with other military units during joint operations.

Does FM 55-150 provide information on amphibian truck
training requirements?
Yes, FM 55-150 includes detailed training requirements for personnel operating amphibian trucks,
ensuring they are proficient in both driving and water navigation skills.

How does the FM 55-150 manual contribute to joint military
operations?
FM 55-150 contributes to joint military operations by standardizing procedures for amphibian truck
use, ensuring interoperability among different branches of the military during combined missions.
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