american sign language interpreter
certification

American Sign Language Interpreter Certification is a crucial aspect of ensuring
effective communication between hearing and Deaf individuals. As the demand for
qualified interpreters continues to grow, it becomes essential to understand the
certification process, requirements, and the significance of this role in various settings.
This article delves into the intricacies of American Sign Language (ASL) interpreter
certification, exploring its various facets, including the importance of certification, the
pathways to becoming certified, and the ongoing professional development required to
maintain this important credential.

Understanding the Role of an ASL Interpreter

An ASL interpreter serves as a bridge between hearing individuals and those who are Deaf
or hard of hearing. This role is vital in ensuring clear communication in various contexts,
including:

- Educational Settings: Interpreters facilitate communication in classrooms, ensuring Deaf
students have equal access to education.

- Medical Environments: They help Deaf patients communicate with healthcare
professionals, ensuring proper diagnosis and treatment.

- Legal Situations: Interpreters are essential in courts and legal proceedings, ensuring that
Deaf individuals understand their rights and can participate fully.

- Community Events: They assist in public gatherings, ensuring that Deaf individuals are
included in community conversations.

The effectiveness of an interpreter can significantly impact the quality of communication
and access to information for Deaf individuals, making certification an essential aspect of
the profession.

The Importance of Certification

Certification serves multiple purposes in the field of ASL interpretation:

1. Standardization of Skills

Certification sets a standard for the skills and knowledge required to interpret effectively.
It ensures that interpreters possess the necessary competencies to convey messages
accurately and appropriately.



2. Professional Credibility

Being certified enhances the credibility of interpreters in the eyes of employers, clients,
and the community. It assures stakeholders that the interpreter adheres to professional
ethics and standards.

3. Protection for Deaf Individuals

Certification protects the rights of Deaf individuals by ensuring they have access to
qualified interpreters. This is especially important in legal and medical settings, where
misunderstandings can have serious consequences.

4. Career Advancement

Having a certification can open doors to more job opportunities and higher pay. Many
employers prefer or require certified interpreters for positions within various
organizations, further emphasizing the importance of obtaining certification.

Pathways to Certification

Becoming a certified ASL interpreter typically involves several key steps. While the exact
requirements can vary depending on the certifying body, the general pathways include:

1. Educational Requirements

Most certification programs require candidates to have a strong foundation in ASL and
interpreting skills. This often involves:

- Completing an ASL program or degree at an accredited institution.
- Taking courses in interpreting theory, ethics, and cultural competence.
- Engaging in hands-on practice through internships or fieldwork.

2. Certification Exams

After completing the educational requirements, candidates must pass a certification exam.
The two primary certifying organizations in the United States are:

- Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID): RID offers various certifications, including
the National Interpreter Certification (NIC) and the Certified Deaf Interpreter (CDI).
- National Association of the Deaf (NAD): NAD provides certifications that focus on the



professional competencies needed for effective interpreting.

The exams typically assess a candidate's skills in interpreting from spoken English to ASL
and vice versa, as well as their understanding of ethical practices and cultural contexts.

3. Field Experience

Many certification programs require candidates to gain practical experience through
internships or supervised interpreting practice. This experience helps candidates apply
their skills in real-world situations, further preparing them for certification exams.

4. Continuing Education

After obtaining certification, interpreters must engage in continuing education to maintain
their certification. This may include:

- Attending workshops and conferences.
- Taking advanced courses in interpreting or related fields.

- Participating in community service or mentorship programs.

Continuing education ensures that interpreters stay updated on best practices, emerging
technologies, and changes in the field.

Challenges in the Certification Process

While the pathways to certification are structured, candidates may face several challenges
during the process:

1. Access to Quality Training Programs

Not all regions have access to high-quality ASL interpreter training programs. Candidates
may need to travel or relocate to pursue their education, which can be a significant barrier
for some.

2. Financial Considerations

The cost of education, exam fees, and ongoing professional development can add up. Many
aspiring interpreters may struggle to afford these expenses, particularly if they are
balancing work and family commitments.



3. Emotional and Psychological Pressure

The certification exams can be rigorous and stressful. Candidates must be well-prepared
and confident in their skills to succeed, which can be a source of anxiety.

4. Keeping Up with Industry Changes

The field of ASL interpreting is constantly evolving, with new technologies and practices
emerging regularly. Interpreters must be proactive in seeking out professional
development opportunities to stay current.

The Future of ASL Interpreter Certification

As society becomes increasingly aware of the needs of Deaf individuals, the demand for
certified ASL interpreters is expected to rise. Here are some trends shaping the future of
ASL interpreter certification:

1. Technological Integration

Advancements in technology, such as video remote interpreting (VRI) and mobile
applications, are changing how interpreters work. Certification programs may need to
adapt to include training in these new technologies.

2. Increased Focus on Cultural Competence

Understanding Deaf culture and the unique experiences of Deaf individuals is essential for
effective interpreting. Future certification programs may place a greater emphasis on
cultural competence training.

3. Globalization of ASL

As ASL gains recognition worldwide, there may be a push for international standards in
ASL interpreter certification. This could lead to collaborations between organizations
across borders to establish consistent training and certification processes.

4. Advocacy for Accessibility

The growing emphasis on accessibility in various sectors, including education and



employment, will likely drive demand for certified interpreters. Advocacy efforts may lead
to increased funding and resources for interpreter training programs.

Conclusion

American Sign Language interpreter certification is a vital component of the interpreting
profession, ensuring that Deaf individuals have access to effective communication. The
certification process, while challenging, prepares interpreters to meet the diverse needs of
the community. As the field evolves, ongoing education and adaptability will be crucial for
interpreters to maintain their skills and remain relevant in a rapidly changing landscape.
Ultimately, the commitment to excellence in interpreting will help break down barriers
and foster inclusivity for Deaf individuals in all areas of life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the process to become a certified American Sign
Language interpreter?

To become a certified American Sign Language interpreter, individuals typically need to
complete an interpreter training program, gain experience through internships, and pass a
certification exam such as the National Interpreter Certification (NIC) offered by the
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID).

What are the requirements for taking the certification
exam for ASL interpreters?

Requirements for taking the ASL interpreter certification exam generally include having a
certain level of education (often an associate's degree or higher in interpreting),
completion of an accredited interpreter training program, and proficiency in both ASL and
English.

How often do certified ASL interpreters need to renew
their certification?

Certified ASL interpreters typically need to renew their certification every 3 to 5 years,
depending on the certifying organization. This often involves completing continuing
education units (CEUs) and paying a renewal fee.

What are the different levels of certification available
for ASL interpreters?

There are several levels of certification for ASL interpreters, including the National
Interpreter Certification (NIC), the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment
(EIPA), and state-level certifications, each varying in requirements and focus areas.



Are there online options available for ASL interpreter
certification training?

Yes, many institutions offer online ASL interpreter certification training programs,
allowing students to complete coursework remotely while still meeting the requirements
for hands-on practice and field experience.

What types of settings do certified ASL interpreters
typically work in?

Certified ASL interpreters work in a variety of settings, including educational institutions,
healthcare facilities, legal environments, corporate settings, and community services,
facilitating communication between Deaf and hearing individuals.

What is the importance of cultural competency in ASL
interpreter certification?

Cultural competency is vital for ASL interpreter certification as it ensures interpreters
understand and respect the Deaf community's culture, norms, and values, which enhances
effective communication and fosters trust between interpreters and clients.
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